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MARCH 2007 AGENDA

	SUBJECT
California English Language Development Test (CELDT):

Program update, including but not limited to the release date of scores for 2005-06

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In November 2006 the SBE approved the reporting of scores for the CELDT using new scales and proficiency levels. Due to the time needed to convert scores for both 2005-2006 and 2006-07 CELDT, scores will be made available in April instead of February.  

In September 2002 the SBE approved the Guidelines for Reclassification of English Learners and updated them in September 2006.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Form F Edition (2006-07 Edition) is the first test aligned to the new scale and proficiency levels approved by the SBE. Form E, 2005-2006 was on the prior scale. In order to determine if students have achieved greater proficiency in English the contractor CTB McGraw-Hill (CTB) converted the scores for Form E to the new scale. This process takes a longer time and therefore the results will be sent to districts in April rather than as was done last year. CDE and school districts will receive scores at the same time. The Language Policy and Leadership Office anticipates that the 2006-07 preliminary data for Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAO) 1 and 2 will be released in May or June. 

In the past, CELDT summary results for the annual assessment window, July 1 - October 31, which had not yet been corrected by school districts, were posted on the CDE Web site in February. Because the results had not been corrected, the summary results included errors. Beginning this year, CELDT summary results will be posted only after districts correct and update their results using the Data Review Module (DRM) provided by the CELDT test contractor, CTB.

In mid-January the CDE was informed by CTB that an error occurred in the reporting of results for the CELDT Form F (2006-07 Edition) Writing assessment. This affects the results of students tested during the July 1 through October 31, 2006 testing window in grades 2-12. CTB informed district CELDT coordinators on January 19th and 22nd of the error and provided the time line for receiving corrected data files and printed score reports.

As a result of this error, CELDT Writing and Overall scale scores were reported as being modestly, but consistently lower than they should have been. Consequently, the Overall proficiency-level classifications were inconsistently reported for approximately two percent of students tested statewide in grades 2-12. These students were mis-identified as scoring one level below where they should have been placed. All other students in grades 2-12 were identified in the correct proficiency level. Results for kindergarten and first grade were not affected as Writing is not assessed in these grades.

CTB has assured CDE that this will not happen again. To that end, CTB will be implementing enhanced quality control measures immediately. New printed score reports for all students tested in grades 2-12 were sent to districts in early February.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All items presented in this program update are currently funded under contracts with CDE.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


An Item Addendum will be provided that will include a summary of reclassified students.
