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	SUBJECT
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	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the California Modified Assessment (CMA) blueprints.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the April 17, 2007, meeting, the SBE unanimously passed a motion whereby the CMA blueprints would be conditionally approved. The conditions were as follows:

1. Gavin Payne and Roger Magyar (or their designees) jointly make contact with the United States Department of Education (ED) to seek appropriate guidance with regard to the coverage of content standards on the CMA.
2. CDE (through its testing contractor) convene the CMA Assessment Review Panel (ARP) for a meeting with CDE and SBE staff to discuss test item specifications and report the results to the SBE at its May 2007 meeting.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


CDE and SBE staff will present a summary of their conversation with the ED with regard to the motion’s first condition requiring “clarification with regard to the coverage of content standards” on the CMA as an item addendum.

Section 200.1 of title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations states:
§ 200.1 State responsibilities for developing challenging academic standards.

(a) Academic standards in general. A State must develop challenging academic content and student academic achievement standards that will be used by the State, its local educational agencies (LEAs), and its schools to carry out subpart A of this part. These academic standards must—
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


(1) Be the same academic content and academic achievement standards that the State applies to all public schools and public school students in the State, including the public schools and public school students served under subpart A of this part, except as provided in paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section, which apply only to the State’s academic achievement standards;
(2) Include the same knowledge and skills expected of all students and the same levels of achievement expected of all students, except as provided in paragraphs (d) and (e) of this section; and

(e) Modified academic achievement standards. (1) For students with disabilities under section 602(3) of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) who meet the State’s criteria under paragraph (e)(2) of this section, a State may define modified academic achievement standards, provided those standards—

(i) Are aligned with the State’s academic content standards for the grade in which the student is enrolled;

(ii) Are challenging for eligible students, but may be less difficult than the grade-level academic achievement standards under paragraph (c) of this section;

(iii) Include at least three achievement levels; and

(iv) Are developed through a documented and validated standards-setting process that includes broad stakeholder input, including persons knowledgeable about the State’s academic content standards and experienced in standards setting and special educators who are most knowledgeable about students with disabilities.
CDE and SBE staff met with members of the CMA ARP to discuss revised test specifications. A summary of the ARP comments and the CDE and SBE staff recommendations will be presented as an item addendum.

CDE will present a summary of findings from the Sacramento and Los Angeles focus groups as an item addendum.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


None.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Additional information will be provided in an Item Addendum.
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