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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2007 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: Including, but not limited to, Program Update
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


None.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program Overview
The STAR Program (Education Code Section 60640) includes the five operational components below (these tests are described further in the updates that follow):
· California Standards Tests (CSTs): Tests aligned with the California content standards that are administered to pupils in grades two through eleven.

· California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA): An alternate assessment to the CSTs that is administered to pupils with severe cognitive disabilities in grades two through eleven.

· California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey): National norm-referenced achievement tests that are administered to pupils in grades three and seven.

· Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS): Tests in Spanish aligned with the California content standards that will be administered to pupils in grades two through eleven who either receive instruction in Spanish or who have been
enrolled in school in the United States fewer than 12 months (development status described later). 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· Aprenda: La prueba de logros en español, Tercera edición (Aprenda 3): An achievement test in Spanish that is administered to Spanish-speaking English learners (ELs) in the grades for which the STS are not operational yet. 
California Standards Tests (CSTs)
Currently, the following CSTs are administered:

· English–language arts 
Grades 2–11
Writing 


Grades 4 and 7 (contributes a maximum of 8 points 




to a student’s English–language arts CST score)

· Mathematics


Grades 2–7

· Mathematics 


Grades 7–11 end-of-course tests (grade 7—Algebra I 




only)

· Science


Grades 5, 8, and 10 

· Science


Grades 9–11 end-of-course tests

· History–Social Science
Grades 8–11

The administration period for the CSTs, CAT/6, CAPA, and STS began in March and will continue through August to allow schools to test in the 21-day period in which they complete 85 percent of their instruction. More information will be provided at the meeting. The writing portion of the English–language arts (ELA) CST for grades four and seven was administered on March 6 through 8 to approximately 910,788 students in grade four and to approximately 963,298 students in grade seven. The May administration will take place May 1 and 2.

California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) 

In March 2006 the State Board of Education adopted CAPA blueprints that link the alternate achievement standards to the California grade-level content standards for grades two through eleven in ELA and mathematics and for grades five, eight, and ten in science. 

CAPA Level 1 is designed only for those students who are the most severely cognitively disabled. CAPA students must have an individualized educational program (IEP) that identifies their need to use this assessment for the STAR Program.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


CAPA assesses students with severe cognitive disabilities in the following grade spans:

Level 1 - Grades 2–11

Level 2 - Grades 2 and 3

Level 3 - Grades 4 and 5

Level 4 - Grades 6–8

Level 5 - Grades 9–11

Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) 

The STS is being administered operationally for grades two, three, and four this spring, and new STS items will be field tested in grades five, six, and seven in fall of 2007. It is anticipated that grades two through seven will be administered next spring. As the STS are developed, they will replace Aprenda 3, the current designated primary language test.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


None.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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