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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by the Sacramento County Office of Education to waive the portion of the California Education Code (EC) section 35756 that requires a County Superintendent of Schools to call a reorganization election within 35 days of receipt of the notice of approval.
Waiver Number: 10-4-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
The waiver only applies to the proposed unification of Grant Joint Union High School District (SD), Del Paso Heights SD, North Sacramento SD, and Rio Linda Union SD that was approved by the State Board of Education (SBE) on March 7, 2007.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE has not considered a request to waive the timelines for a county superintendent of schools to call an election for a reorganization proposal since 2003.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


At its meeting on March 7, 2007, the SBE approved the unification proposal of Grant Joint Union High SD, Del Paso Heights SD, North Sacramento SD, and Rio Linda Union SD. Education Code (EC) Section 35756 requires a county superintendent of schools, within 35 days after receiving notification of SBE approval, to call an election to be held at the next election of any kind. Given this requirement, the unification proposal would be placed on a November 6, 2007, ballot if the timelines for all other election requirements are met. 

No other issues are scheduled for the November 2007 election date. Thus, the election would be only for the unification proposal and therefore all costs charged to the Sacramento County Office of Education (COE). These costs are estimated to be over $300,000.

Waiving the 35-day timeline of EC Section 35756 would allow the Sacramento County Superintendent of Schools to move the unification proposal to an election date with other issues on the ballot. Such a move would have two potential consequences: (1) reduce election costs to the Sacramento COE; and (2) likely increase voter participation for the decision on the unification proposal. 

Delaying the election beyond November 6, 2007, however, could result in a one-year delay of the formation of the new unified school district. 
At the earliest, the new unified district could take effect on July 1, 2008, if the following four conditions are met:

(1) The unification proposal is placed on a November 2007 election. 

(2) The proposal is approved by the electorate. 

(3) Sacramento County election officials certify the election results in time to be filed with the State Board of Equalization by December 1, 2007.

(4) Maps and boundary descriptions of the new unified school district are filed with the State Board of Equalization by December 1, 2007. (Note: Pursuant to EC Section 35535 and Government Code Section 54900, notice of reorganizations must be received by the State Board of Equalization by December 1 of any year to be effective for all purposes on July 1 of the subsequent year.)

It is possible to complete all necessary activities within the required timelines even with the filing deadline so close to the election date. However, the inability to complete all activities by December 1, 2007, would delay the effective date of the new district until July 1, 2009. 
The cost savings to the Sacramento COE and the probable increase in voter participation in the approval process for the unification proposal outweigh the potential earlier effective date of this reorganization. 
The California Department of Education recommends that the SBE approve the waiver request subject to the condition that it be applied only to the unification of Grant Joint Union High SD, Del Paso Heights SD, North Sacramento SD, and Rio Linda Union SD that was approved by the SBE on March 7, 2007. 

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: May 11, 2007, to June 30, 2008
Local board approval date(s): March 28, 2007
Public hearing held on date(s): March 28, 2007
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): March 14, 2007    
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Gary Baker, Sacramento County Office of Education Teachers' Association (SCOETA) and Dawn McCarron, California School Employees' Association (CSEA)
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Presentation to any particular advisory committee or school site council is not applicable.    
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: Not applicable
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Denial of the waiver could cause the unification proposal of Grant JUHSD, Del Paso Heights SD, North Sacramento SD, and Rio Linda Union SD to be placed on a November 2007 election. If the proposal went to this election, for which no other ballot issues are scheduled, it would be a single issue election and all costs for the election would be charged to the Sacramento COE. These election costs to the Sacramento COE are estimated to be over $300,000, a cost that may be reduced if there are other issues on the ballot. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for 

                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver 

                       Office.)
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