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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2007 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by the Camptonville Elementary School District for The Camptonville Academy to waive Education Code (EC) Section 47605.1(c)(2) pertaining to geographic limits on resource centers for nonclassroom-based charter schools so that the charter school can continue to operate one resource center in adjacent Placer County.

Waiver Number: 10-3-2007
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

· The waiver be effective for one year only (2007-08), and the State Board of Education (SBE) state its intent not to renew the waiver. 
· At least 16 percent of the school’s students claimed for apportionment purposes in 2007-08 be residents of Yuba County.
· The Placer County Resource Center remain at its current location in 2007-08: 
225 South Railroad Street in Colfax.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


Under Education Code (EC) Section 33050, a school district governing board may request a waiver of various provisions of statute and regulation for one or more of the schools under its jurisdiction. The Camptonville Academy is currently chartered by the Camptonville Elementary School District. 

Seven requests to waive EC Section 47605.1(c)(2) have been presented to the SBE. Three were approved for one year only. Three were denied, citing EC Section 33051(a)(1): the educational needs of pupils were not adequately addressed. One request was withdrawn. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC sections 47612.5, 47634.2, and 51747.3 allow for the establishment of nonclassroom-based charter schools that serve pupils who reside not only in the county where the schools are authorized, but also in immediately adjacent counties. EC Section 47605.1(c) allows these nonclassroom-based charter schools to establish resource centers in counties adjacent to the counties in which the schools are authorized, subject to two conditions. The second of the two conditions is that a majority of the pupils served be residents of the counties in which the schools are authorized. 

The Camptonville Academy is a nonclassroom-based school that serves kindergarten through grade twelve. As noted above, the school is authorized by the Camptonville district, which is located in Yuba County. The Camptonville Academy currently enrolls pupils who reside in five counties as shown in the following table.

	Residence County
	Number of Camptonville Students
	Percentage

	Butte
	353
	43%

	Placer
	170
	20%

	Yuba
	131
	16%

	Sutter
	114
	14%

	Nevada
	58
	7%

	TOTAL
	826
	100%


The Camptonville Academy has operated a resource center in Placer County up to this point because the charter was renewed by the Camptonville district in 2002, prior to the effective date of EC Section 47605.1(c)(2). However, with the charter’s five-year term expiring in 2007, the provisions of EC Section 47605.1(c)(2) would become applicable. In response, The school is in the process of seeking approval of a charter in Placer County. The Alta-Dutch Flat Union Elementary School District in Placer County has denied the school’s request for chartering, and the denial is in the process of appeal to the Placer County Board of Education. At the same time, the school is seeking renewal of its existing charter by the Camptonville district. Assuming the charter is renewed by the Camptonville district, this waiver would ensure that the school could maintain its resource center in Placer County during 2007-08, regardless of the outcome of charter appeal in that county. 

As measured by the 2006 base Academic Performance Index (API), The Camptonville Academy did not perform as well as Placer County school districts as a whole. However, the school did outperform almost 15 percent of the county’s individual school sites. Of 104 county- and district-run schools in Placer County (that generated 2006 base APIs), The Camptonville Academy achieved a higher base API than 15 of them. 
The narrow issue presented in this waiver concerns the operation of the resource center in Placer County, not the actual serving of students who reside in Placer County. The Camptonville Academy is entitled to serve students residing in Placer County, regardless of whether the school operates a resource center in that county. Therefore, the CDE views the immediate issue as one of maintaining quality service to the school’s students for a transitional period, and the CDE recommends approval of the waiver request with the following conditions:

· The waiver be effective for one year only (2007-08), and the SBE state its intent not to renew the waiver. 

This condition is intended to make clear that the waiver is for a transitional period only.

· At least 16 percent of the school’s students claimed for apportionment purposes in 2007-08 be residents of Yuba County.

This condition is intended to ensure that the problem of the school having less than a majority of its students residing within Yuba County does not worsen during the transitional year (2007-08).
· The Placer County resource center remains at its current location in 2007-08: 225 South Railroad Street in Colfax.
This condition is intended to ensure that the waiver is not used to change the location of the existing resource center or add more resource centers in Placer County.

The Placer County Office of Education has declined comment on this waiver, because (as of the agenda deadline) the Placer County Board of Education is considering the school’s charter appeal. The Placer County Office reserves the right to comment following the County Board’s resolution of the appeal. If comment is made by the Placer County Office subsequent to the agenda’s publication, the information will be provided to the SBE in an Item Addendum.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008
Local board approval date(s): March 14, 2007
Public hearing held on date(s): March 14, 2007
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): Camptonville Teachers Association – February 26, 2007; Camptonville CSEA 701 – February 26, 2007 
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Camptonville Teachers Association – Pam Wittler; Camptonville CSEA 701 – Jean Black
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate): Both bargaining units support the waiver request.

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Also the notice was posted in town 10 days before the meeting
Advisory committee(s) consulted: Presented at a special meeting of parents in the morning (date noted below), and at a regular staff meeting held in the afternoon (same day). 
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:
Date(s) consulted: February 21, 2007

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Approval of this waiver request would have essentially no impact on state costs. The Camptonville Academy will be entitled to receive the same amount of state funding for the students it serves who reside in Placer County, regardless of whether the school operates a resource center in that county. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (5 pages) (This attachment is not available for
                       Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver
                       Office.)
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