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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE): Presentation of the 2006-2007 Independent Evaluation Report (HumRRO Report)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) receive the Independent Evaluation Report of 2006-2007 CAHSEE results and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


California Education Code (EC) Section 60855 requires that the CDE contract for a multiyear evaluation report on the CAHSEE. The CDE also requires an annual report of the previous year's testing activities. The CAHSEE independent evaluator, Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO), has prepared an annual report on the CAHSEE since 2000. CDE provided the report for the November 2007 SBE meeting. All reports are on the CAHSEE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/evaluations.asp.
HumRRO has focused its efforts on the legislative requirements for reporting on trends in pupil performance, broken down by grade level, gender, race or ethnicity, and subject matter of the exam; and an analysis of the exam’s effects, if any, on retention, dropout, and graduation rates. California legislation requires separately analyzing test results for English learners, students with disabilities, and economically disadvantaged students. The legislation also requires the evaluation reports to
“…include recommendations to improve the quality, fairness, validity, and reliability of the exam” and states, “…the evaluator may make recommendations for revisions in design, administration, scoring, processing, or use of the exam” (California EC Section 60855[c]).
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The CDE requires an annual report of the CAHSEE testing activities for the previous year. The CAHSEE independent evaluator, HumRRO, submitted the 2006-07 Independent Evaluation Report to CDE in October. The report contains findings 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


and recommendations, as well as an analysis of the results from the 2006-07 test administrations.
The final report was sent to SBE members and was posted on the Internet at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/evaluations.asp in early November 2007.
The draft report outline of the  2006-07 Independent Evaluation of CAHSEE includes:
Chapter 1: Introduction

Chapter 2: Results from the 2006-07 Administrations

Chapter 3: A Closer Look at Specific Student Populations 

Chapter 4: Principal and Teacher Survey Responses

Chapter 5: Trends in Educational Achievement and Persistence During the CAHSEE Era
Chapter 6: Findings and Recommendations

There is also an Executive Summary and appendices with principal, teacher, and student survey information.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs for the independent evaluation are included in the contract. Implementing the HumRRO recommendations, as outlined in the Independent Evaluation Report, may have a potential fiscal impact to the CDE. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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