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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SEPTEMBER 6, 2007 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Approve the Revision to California’s Response to the U.S. Department of Education’s Peer Review Of Standards and Assessment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) subcommittee members approve the attached summary level descriptors as the performance level descriptors (PLDs) for the CSTs and the CAHSEE to be submitted in response to the June 29, 2007 request from the United States Department of Education (ED).  

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In July 2007, CDE submitted a SBE item including a June 29, 2007, letter from the ED that indicated they still had outstanding concerns with California's standards and assessment system. While California had previously been assigned a status of "approval pending," the most recent review did not provide California a peer review status. The letter documented outstanding concerns in several areas. Area 2.0, Academic Achievement Standards, is the subject of this current item. The ED found that the PLDs that had been submitted in May 2007 failed to meet the necessary requirements that are detailed below:

2.0
Academic Achievement Standards Findings:

1. Performance level descriptors (PLDs) that differentiate among three levels of proficiency for science in grades 5, 8, and 10.

2. Documentation of the involvement of diverse stakeholders in the development process for the PLDs in English/language arts, mathematics, and science.

3. PLDs in English/language arts, mathematics, and science that include a description of the competencies for grade-level academic achievement standards or grade-level expectations required at each grade or, in the case of science, each grade span.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)


In response to the ED's letter dated June 29, 2007, the SBE created a sub-committee comprised of four SBE members and directed this committee to work with Office of the Secretary of Education staff and CDE staff to lead in the submission of the remainder of evidence to be submitted for peer review.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The ED is using a peer review process to determine whether states have met No Child Left Behind (NCLB) standards and assessment requirements. According to the ED, additional evidence is necessary for California to meet statutory and regulatory requirements. 

The CDE, with the approval of the SBE, contracted with Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO) to develop PLDs for the California Standards Tests (CSTs) and the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE). CDE believes the PLDs has developed through the HumRRO contract would satisfy all outstanding issues regarding academic achievement standards. Provided below is a description with regard to how the proposed PLDs address each of the requirements as delineated by ED.

· Performance level descriptors (PLDs) that differentiate among three levels of proficiency for science in grades 5, 8, and 10.

Response: The attached descriptors provide a narrative statement for the skills and knowledge that students demonstrate at each of the performance levels for the NCLB grade-level science exams…advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic. The narrative statements are based on actual performance of students, so the differentiation is observable.

· Documentation of the involvement of diverse stakeholders in the development process for the PLDs in English/language arts, mathematics, and science.

Response: Stakeholders had an opportunity to attend a pre-meeting at which HumRRO presented the plan for the development of the PLDs. The pre-meeting provided stakeholders with a chance to provide feedback on the PLD development process prior to the process beginning. The attached descriptors resulted from the involvement of educators throughout California. To achieve the greatest degree of involvement from diverse stakeholders, CDE sent letters to each California school district requesting nominations for teachers and other curriculum experts to participate in the panels. CDE and SBE staff reviewed nominations and HumRRO selected samples of the remaining nominees for each subject. Insofar as possible, panelists were selected to represent the geographic and demographic distribution of teachers in the target subjects, although experience in the target subject was more important than exact demographic 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


representation. Years of teaching experience in the target subject for the panelists selected ranged from a minimum of 3 up to 32, with a median of 16.4

· PLDs in English/language arts, mathematics, and science that include a description of the competencies for grade-level academic achievement standards or grade-level expectations required at each grade or, in the case of science, each grade span.

Response: The attached descriptors provide a narrative statement for the skills and knowledge that students demonstrate at each of the performance levels for the NCLB grade-level or end-of-course exams. The narrative statements are based on actual performance of students, so the differentiation is observable.

While the PLDs are a requirement for a fully approved system under NCLB, the exemplars that are currently being developed through the contract with Educational Testing Service will be a necessary and critical component of the ongoing communication to the field, parents, students and community about the assessment system. These exemplars, along with the content standards and descriptions of the competencies expected at each level of performance, help to operationalize the different levels of performance that students may achieve on statewide assessments, as we continue to place primary emphasis on all students achieving proficiency.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the development of PLDs are included in the contract the CDE awarded to HumRRO for the California Standards and Assessment System Independent Evaluation. 
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