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	SUBJECT

Discussion of the CA State Board of Education’s English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The State Board of Education staff recommends that the Board consider the need for, the benefits of, and administrative requirements involved with the SBE’s English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) in addition to those ELACs already required by statute.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In 1999, the SBE established the English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC). The purpose of this committee was to provide information, guidance, and advice to the board from highly skilled educators who have operated exceptionally successful educational programs for English learners.  
The laws of California and the policies of the administration and the State Board of Education require that each student: 

· Has access to the same high quality core curriculum. 

· Is tested to determine his or her academic progress and the progress of his or her school. 
· Pass the same high-level exit examination to receive a high school diploma. 
There was and still is a great need for high quality data describing the various educational circumstances of English learners, thus, in 1999 the Board created the ELAC to review a host of policies, funding decisions, data sources, and to provide the Board with advice as to how to focus resources better towards the goal of improving educational services for the students. In selecting the ELAC members, the State Board of Education has endeavored to ensure that educators with experience in successful educational programs for English learners are represented. Indeed, the Board appointees have had direct successful teaching experience with English learner students. For a variety of reasons this committee has never been as active as was originally intended.
The Committee’s charge:

Given the current state of our knowledge about English learners, whose primary language fluency and levels of academic achievement vary greatly, how can the State Board be most influential in helping these students to overcome language barriers quickly and to achieve academically at levels consistent with other students?   How can the State Board work most effectively to improve the functioning of the whole of the education system- -county offices, districts, school sites - - to provide high quality educational services to these students? 

What does current data tell us about the academic achievement of students?   Do we need more data? If so, what type? 

Is primary language support needed for some students and their parents at schools with English learners so as to improve communication with students and parents? 

How might we more clearly focus state and local funds on the academic achievement needs of English learners?   This is especially critical for the use of the $30 million for specified additional services for English learners provided in the budget for this current year. 

In addition to the basic materials adopted, should the state review supplemental instructional materials, which may be of specific assistance to specific language groups? 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Currently, there are several other English Learner Advisory Committees presently advising CDE. AB 2117 (Chapter 561 of the Statutes of 2006) created an advisory committee review best practices for English Learners. SB 472, the Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program, had an advisory committee to establish the criteria for which potential provider’s trainings would be approved. The Reading First program also had an English Learner Advisory committee to review the Spanish assessments and professional development. If the Board desires to continue the existence of ELAC, the composition, objectives, frequency of meetings, travel costs, and board involvement should be specified.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


None
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None
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