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Proposed Language for Charter Revocation Regulations Under 47604.5 
11968.5. (a) The California Department of Education on or before November 1 of each year shall identify and notify the state board and the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools of each charter school that meets the  conditions specified in subdivision (d).

(b) The Department shall notify the identified charter schools and the school’s authorizer in writing that the Superintendent will recommend revocation of the charter by the end of the school year and the state board will consider the recommendation and take appropriate action, including, but not limited to, revocation of the school’s charter.  
(c) The charter school and the authorizer shall be given an opportunity to provide information in writing to the state board and its Advisory Commission on Charter Schools as to why the school should not be revoked.  

(d) Any action to revoke a charter school shall be effective at the end of the fiscal year in which the action is taken, to allow sufficient time for transition in accordance with school closure regulations in section 11962, unless the SBE identifies cause for immediate revocation and closure and makes a public finding that the violations at the school are so significant as to require the immediate revocation and closure of the charter school.

(e) Substantial and sustained departure from measurably successful practices that jeopardize the educational development of a school’s pupils within the meaning of subdivision (c) of Section 47604.5 occurs if a charter school meets both of the following criteria: 

(1) Fails to meet adequate yearly progress as defined by the state plan developed pursuant to Section 1111(b)(2) of the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (20 U.S.C. Sec 6301 et seq.) for three consecutive years, and 

(2) Fails to improve academically in each subgroup at least at half the rate of all non-charter public schools for the same subgroup and grade level for each respective year as measured by the assessments designated in the state plan required by Section 1111(b)(2) of the federal Elementary and Secondary Act (10 U.S.C. Sec 6301 et seq.).

(f)   Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to relieve the chartering authority of its duties as a charter authorizer.

(g)  In any year the Department of Education determines the conditions in subdivision (e) exist for any charter school, the Superintendent shall recommend revocation of that charter school by the end of the current school year.

(h)  The authority of the state board pursuant to Education Code section 47604.5 is not limited to revocation.  Based on additional information provided by the charter school, the school’s authorizer, or teachers and parents of pupils at the school, which may include data on more recent academic gains and school safety, the board may offer the charter school an opportunity to take specific corrective actions in lieu of revocation for the remaining term of the charter. The specific corrective action shall address the sustained low academic achievement for the subgroups failing to make adequate yearly progress, including but not limited to restructuring of the school’s staffing and governance to ensure that the school and all numerically significant subgroups have substantial promise of making adequate yearly progress in subsequent years.

NOTE: Authority: Section 33031, Education Code. Reference: Section 47604.5 and 47607(c) Education Code.
