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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
March 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Berkeley Unified School District to waive California Education Code Section 56366.1(a), the requirement for state certification to allow an uncertified out-of-state nonpublic school, Perkins School for the Blind, located in Waterman, Massachusetts, to provide services to one special education student.
Waiver Number: 51-12-2008
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education has taken action on several previous nonpublic school certification waivers. California Education Code (EC) Section 56101 allows these waivers based on the student’s needs and their individualized educational plan.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Berkeley Unified School District requests a waiver of EC 56366.1(a). This law establishes standards for non-profit, nonsectarian schools and agencies to be certified to provide special education and designated instruction services to students with disabilities. The district requests this waiver in order to place one special education student, at Perkins School for the Blind located in Waterman, Massachusetts. 
The student for whom the waiver is sought, is a deaf-blind multiple handicapped 12 year old. This student also has Dandy-Walker Syndrome, temperature regulation disorder, and a seizure disorder not completely controlled with medication or a Vagus Nerve implant. In order to provide a free and appropriate education, an extensive series of designated instructional service providers, as well as classroom staff trained in specific fields of expertise, are required. 
Due to the complexity and fragility of the student, it was not possible to locate a suitable program in California that provides all the services available at Perkins School for the Blind although several contacts were made. This waiver is requested because of a mediation agreement. The department recommends approval.
Demographic Information: Berkeley Unified School District has a student population of 8,954 and is located in Alameda County.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 56101
Period of request: September 2, 2008, to July 1, 2010
Local board approval date(s): January 6, 2009
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): Not needed for a special education waiver  
Name of bargaining unit(s)/representative(s): 

Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): N/A
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The fiscal impact for Berkeley Unified School District for the school year is $593,581.00.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Specific Waiver Request (2 pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is availabe in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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