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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Charter Schools and Participation in Special Education Local Plan Area: Discussion and Action Regarding Challenges, Options, and Solutions to Meet the Needs of Students with Disabilities in Charter Schools.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) is providing this information to the State Board of Education (SBE) for information and discussion, with action as deemed necessary or appropriate to ensure that charter schools are able to participate in a Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA).
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the July and September 2007 SBE meetings, the SBE approved a total of four separate SELPA plans, one of which allowed a multiple local educational agency (LEA) charter SELPA. The project began in July 2007 and will conclude June 30, 2010. The pilot project is in its second year. The SBE requested that after three years, the CDE would provide a report to the SBE. 

The pilot project was designed to assist the CDE to examine alternatives to effectively serve students with disabilities enrolled in charter schools.  These alternatives would allow a SELPA to be responsible for services to children that attend charters out of the geographic area of that SELPA. 
The four charter pilot SELPAs include:

1. El Dorado County, all Charter LEA SELPA
2. Lodi Area Special Education Region (LASER)
3. Desert Mountain SELPA
4. Yuba County SELPA
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS…(Cont.) 

(

 (Cont


Some of the conditions applied to the pilots included, but were not limited to, the following:

· Through meetings and onsite visits, the CDE and the Pilot SELPAs agreed to cooperatively monitor the special education programs and services provided through the participating charter schools to ensure students with disabilities receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE).
· The CDE and the Pilot SELPAs agreed to collect data to examine SELPA efforts that ensure students with disabilities receive FAPE in member charter schools.
· After three years, in order for the SBE to consider the viability of the SELPA pilots, a report will be made to the SBE.
· If the SBE, the SELPA, or the individual charter members choose to dissolve the charter pilots, the LEA members may return to their originating SELPA, or seek membership in another SELPA.
· The State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) may authorize additional charter school members upon receipt of a revised local plan. The SSPI will notify the SBE of any change in SELPA membership.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Special Education Division and the Charter Schools Division convened a charter work group to examine, discuss, and propose solutions to critical issues around charters and special education. 
The charter work group has been addressing some of the key issues around charter schools and special education that include:

1. Charter schools needing SELPA membership when the school has not been authorized at the district or county office level and appeals to the SBE for authorization as a charter LEA. The SBE charter LEA must have a SELPA in order to operate their program.
2. Statewide charter schools authorized by the SBE pursuant to California  Education Code Section 47605.8 need a SELPA in order to operate their programs.
3. Charter schools located within the geographic area of a single district SELPA because of the change in SELPA governance structure from a single SELPA to a multi-district SELPA.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


4.  Charter LEAs are often denied membership in a SELPA or authorization by the local board because of concerns regarding the school’s readiness to open, capacity to provide the educational program, fiscal solvency, appropriate and qualified personnel, etc. 
5.
Charter schools want to leave their current SELPA due to several concerns:
· District uses high fiscal charges per pupil that jeopardizes the charter’s ability to operate;
· Personnel assigned to the charter school do not understand, and/or do not desire, to participate in the charter’s educational mission, schedule, operations, and expectations;
· Personnel assigned may not be highly qualified;
· Charter schools are not able to hire their own staff; and
· Though there are no problems in being a member of the geographic SELPA, some charter schools want to be part of a charter network of charter schools.
The SBE requested updated information on the SBE Charter Pilot Project to assist them in addressing the issue of charter school participation in a SELPA. The charter special education work group met on March 25, 2009, and prepared a chart delineating a framework for the SBE related to the challenges, options, and solutions for charters needing to become a member of a SELPA and is included as Attachment 1.

Additionally, the charter schools pilot project report outline is provided to the SBE for their consideration of the feasibility and effectiveness of continuing the pilots in serving students with disabilities who are in charter LEAs that are out of their geographic SELPA region (Attachment 2).
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


None 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Minutes of the March 25, 2009 Special Education/Charter Schools Workgroup with chart (3 Pages)
Attachment 2: Draft Charter Schools Pilot Project Report Outline (3 Pages)







