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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2009 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Standardized Testing and Reporting: Program Update, Including, but not Limited to, the Parent Information Packet and United States Department of Education Peer Review Submission.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At the September 2008 SBE meeting, the CDE provided an example of a parent information packet and Web pages. At the May 2008 SBE meeting, a summary of findings and recommendations from the parent and teacher focus groups was provided. 
At the March 2008 SBE meeting, exemplary released test questions (RTQs) were presented as part of the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program’s Communication Plan. These exemplary RTQs were taken to parent and teacher focus groups as sample parent information packets and Web pages. 
In April 2008, the CDE and SBE jointly submitted core information to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) as part of the peer review process. At the March 2008 SBE meeting, the CDE provided information to the SBE regarding the upcoming science peer review. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Parent Information Packet

The current STAR contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS) requires using STAR RTQs to communicate to parents, educators, and the public about the achievement represented by the STAR performance levels for advanced, proficient, and basic. Exemplary RTQs were identified from the larger set of RTQs by using item statistics and collaborative reviews by ETS, CDE, and Assessment Review Panels (ARPs). Once the exemplary items were identified, ETS worked with CDE and SBE staff 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


to draft parent information packets that show what achievement skills and knowledge students demonstrate at each performance level. 

These exemplar-based parent information packets and sample Web pages were presented to parent and teacher focus groups in Sacramento, Fresno, and Los Angeles. The parent groups responded primarily to questions about the STAR Program, performance levels, and the usefulness of the sample documents and proposed Web site in communicating about the STAR program and performance levels. Teacher focus groups responded primarily to questions about how they might use the information to communicate with parents and how useful the teachers thought the information contained in the brochures and on the Web site might be to parents.

Feedback from the May 2008 focus groups was applied toward the development of exemplar-based parent information packets for grade spans two and three, four and five, and six and seven, as well as for grade eight. In addition, four content area parent information packets were developed for high school. Web pages were also developed by ETS in collaboration with CDE and SBE staff to enhance communication with parents, teachers, stakeholders, and the general public about the differentiation among performance levels on the California Standards Tests (CSTs). 
On March 10, 2009, ETS and CDE met with stakeholders to review the parent information packets and Web pages. This group provided feedback on both of these deliverables and ideas for how to best present this project to the public. 
Peer Review Submissions
On March 11, 2009, CDE submitted California's science assessment peer review to the ED. The submission included evidence of the CST science assessments in grades five, eight and ten. The review will also include the CMA grade five science assessment and the California Alternate Performance Assessment science assessments for Levels I, III, IV and V. A report of findings from the science peer review is expected in June 2009.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities in this update are included in the current contracts with ETS for the STAR Program. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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