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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Happy Camp Union Elementary School District to waive portions of California Education Code Section 52055.740(a), regarding class size reduction requirements under the Quality Education Investment Act, that this funded school reduce their class sizes by an average of 5 students per class by the end of the 2010-11 school year for Happy Camp Elementary School in grades four through eight (requesting 
20-1 ratio). 

Waiver Number: 102-2-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial

That the Happy Camp Elementary School: 1) Will maintain an average class size at the school level of 17.2 students per classroom in grades four through eight, as existed at the school in the (base) 2005-06 school year; 2) Will ensure that no class at this school will exceed 20 students at any point during the term of this waiver; and 3) Will provide a description, including costs covered by Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the funding now available as a result of this waiver of the class size reduction requirement. 

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE approved a similar waiver request by San Jose Unified School District at its March meeting.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Happy Camp Elementary School is a rural single-school district with kindergarten through eighth grade students that offered a single class at each grade level in 2005-06, for a total of nine classes. In 2006-07, the school combined third and fourth grade classes, reducing the total classes at the school to eight. Average class sizes in grades four through eight at the school in those two years were 17.2 students and 19 students, respectively.
QEIA class size reduction requirements for kindergarten through third grade call 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


for a maximum of 20 students per classroom, so a waiver of the QEIA class size reduction for classes in those grades is not needed. 
QEIA class size reduction requirements for grades four through eight require classes to be reduced to 25 students per class, or five students fewer than the average in the base year, which for this school is 2005-06. This would require classes in grades four through eight to be reduced to between six and 17 students, varying by grade level (see chart attached to the waiver request) The school district argues that “there is a point… when class sizes are too small to benefit students and be fiscally responsible,” and requests that the school be allowed an average class size of 20 students in grades four through eight. 
However, given that one of the key aims of QEIA funding is to reduce class sizes, it is inappropriate to provide a waiver that actually allows for an increase in class size while the school and district participate in the program. A reasonable compromise would be to require that the school maintain the average class size that existed in the base year. Applying a condition that averages class size at the school level, as opposed to the grade level as normally required, should provide sufficient flexibility for the school to address the varying sizes of classes anticipated at the different grade levels. 
Because this waiver is expected to reduce the cost to the school in implementing the QEIA class size reduction requirement, an appropriate condition for approval of this waiver would be that the school must provide a description of alternative school improvement activities it plans to undertake using funds made available through the relief of the class size reduction requirement.
Demographic Information: Happy Camp Union Elementary School District had a student population of 128 in 2007-08, and is located in the rural town of Happy Camp in Siskiyou County. 
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: July 1, 2008, to June 30, 2014, (term of QEIA program)
Local board approval date(s): November 6, 2008
Public hearing held on date(s): November 6, 2008
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): November 5, 2008
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Association of Klamath Teachers ATK, Melissa Rhodes, President.
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments: The ATK is in full support af the QEIA waiver request. The CSR requirement would place class sizes at an extremely low number, which is not in the best interest of the students or the school.
Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other: Notices placed at school and three public places.
Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Council
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted:  October 20, 2008
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval.  

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (4 Pages) (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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