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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
May 2009 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Kernville Union Elementary School District to waive California Education Code Section 8483.7(a)(1)(c), regarding the after school program for two schools, Wallace Elementary and Wallace Middle School, recently combined into one site, with the unintended result that the district is not eligible to receiving funding for each school site. The purpose of this waiver is to receive the after school program funding for both the elementary and middle schools separately in order to provide services to all students enrolled in the program.
Waiver Number: 13-1-2009
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent


	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
That the district 1) Reverse its temporary action and re-establish the schools as two separate entities with separate County District School (CDS) codes by June 29, 2010; 2) Use this period to explore other management options for reducing operational costs; 3) Ensure that After School Education and Safety (ASES) Program is included in each school’s Single School Plan for Student Achievement to ensure that the impact on the ASES Program is addressed in any proposed future program or administrative changes in the Kernville UESD; and 4) The period of request is from July 1, 2008, through June 29, 2010, so that Education Code (EC) Section 33051(b) will not apply.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has never received a waiver of this type before.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC 8383.7(a) stipulates that the maximum total direct grant amount that can be 
awarded to operate an ASES Program is $112,500 for each regular school year, and $150,000 to each middle or junior high school for each regular school year. The After  
School Programs Office (ASPO) confirms the eligibility of any elementary or middle school for ASES funding by ensuring that the participating school is listed in the California Department of Education’s (CDE’s) school database with an assigned County District School (CDS) code. Payments to funded ASES schools are generated and verified using the school’s CDS code.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


The Kernville UESD has received ASES funding in the amount of $112,500 for Wallace Elementary School, $150,000 for Wallace Middle School, and $112,500 for Kernville Elementary School since 1999. The Kernville UESD’s decision to combine Wallace Elementary and Wallace Middle into one Kindergarten through grade eight (K-8) school to save on its administrative and operational costs removed Wallace Elementary from the CDE’s listing of operating schools. The Kernville UESD’s action effectively defunded Wallace Elementary and as a result only the new K-8 school is now eligible for the maximum total middle school ASES direct grant in the amount of $150,000. 
It is clear that during the district’s decision-making process for combining the school sites, the after-school funding was not being viewed as a critical source of support funding for students. As a result, Kernville UESD would be required by the CDE to return any funding received during fiscal year (FY) 2008-09 for Wallace Elementary School and would receive no elementary school funding for FY 2009-10 and subsequent years.
However, the Kernville UESD is requesting a waiver to enable the district to continue receiving the same level of ASES funding that is received in FY 2006-07 for both Wallace Elementary ($112,500) and Wallace Middle ($150,000) for the period of July 1, 2008, through June 29, 2010, while this temporary district action is being reversed.

CDE is recommending approval with conditions in recognition of the negative effects that the district’s action will have on the provision of after school supports to the students and families. The conditional approval is a temporary measure and is being approved through June 29, 2010 as a one-time only accommodation for this district so that EC Section 33051(b) will not apply.
Demographic Information: The Kernville UESD has a student population of 895 and is located in a rural and isolated area of Kern County, 60 miles east of Bakersfield.
Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

Period of request: From July 1, 2008, to June 29, 2010 

Local board approval date(s): January 13, 2009
Public hearing held on date(s): January 13, 2009
Bargaining unit(s) consulted on date(s): January 5, 2009
Name of bargaining unit/representative(s) consulted: Cynthia Scholtzen, California School Employees Association Chapter 635; Sherry Lanza – KUSTA Chapter.
Position of bargaining unit(s) (choose only one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Neutral                        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Support                      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Oppose

Comments (if appropriate):

Public hearing advertised by (choose one or more):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting in a newspaper       FORMCHECKBOX 
 posting at each school           FORMCHECKBOX 
 other (specify)
Advisory committee(s) consulted: School Site Council   
Objections raised (choose one):  FORMCHECKBOX 
  None       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Objections are as follows:

Date(s) consulted: January 6, 2009
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If this waiver is approved, statewide funding would remain at that provided in 2007-08.
If this waiver is denied Kernville Union Elementary School District will lose $112,500 of ASES funding annually, which will negatively impact the provision of much needed after school support services to children and families in this rural area.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: General Waiver Request (4 pages). (This attachment is not available for Web viewing. A printed copy is available in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)
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