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	SUBJECT

California High School Exit Examination: Program Update, Including but not Limited to, The 2008–09 Results for the Waiver Data Collection.
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	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


At its March 2009 meeting, the CDE reported the number of students from the Class of 2008 who were granted local waivers for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE).
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


There has been a increase in the number of waivers granted from 2008 to 2009:

· English-language arts (ELA) waivers granted increased from 1,698 to 3,005

· Mathematics waivers granted increased from 2,849 to 4,645

· Waviers granted for both, ELA and mathematics, increased from 1,102 to 1,780.

A waiver of the CAHSEE requirement may be provided to students with disabilities, by receiving a local waiver pursuant to the California Education Code Section 60851(c). At the request of the student’s parent or guardian, a school principal must submit to the local school board a request for a local waiver of the requirement to pass the part(s) of the CAHSEE on which a modification was used and the equivalent of a passing score was earned.

For the local school board to waive the CAHSEE requirement, the principal must certify that the student has:

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


1.
An individualized education program or Section 504 plan that requires the modifications to be provided to the student when taking the CAHSEE.

2.
Completed, or is in the process of completing, high school-level coursework sufficient to have attained the skills and knowledge otherwise needed to pass the CAHSEE. 
3.
A score report showing that the student received the equivalent of a passing score on the CAHSEE while using a modification.

In accordance with Section 1207.1 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, by December 31 of each year, each school district shall provide its information regarding local waivers for students with disabilities to the CDE. A summary of the number of students in the Classes of 2008 and 2009 granted a local waiver is presented in Attachment 1. The exemption was not available for the students in the classes of 2008 and 2009. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


All costs associated with the activities relating to the recent CAHSEE administrations and independent evaluations are included in the current Educational Testing Service and Human Resources Research Organization contracts. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
The Summary of the 2008–09 Results from the Local Waiver Data Collection (3 Pages)

The Summary of the 2008–09 Results from the Local Waiver Data Collection
The California Department of Education (CDE) collected the local waiver data this year for the Class of 2009 based on California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), Section 1207.1. Section 1207.1 of the 5 CCR requires the CDE to collect the following data about students with disabilities who took the English-language arts (ELA) and/or mathematics portions of the CAHSEE with modifications and scored 350 or higher on that portion of the test. The CDE collected the following student-level information:

· Grade

· Primary disability

· Percent time in general education

· ELA waiver requested

· Mathematics waiver requested

· Waiver for both ELA and mathematics waivers requested

· ELA waiver granted

· Mathematics waiver granted

· Granted waivers for both ELA and mathematics
· ELA waiver denied

· Mathematics waiver denied

· Denied waivers for both ELA and mathematics

Using the data reported by the local educational agencies (LEAs), the CDE compiled the number of students that graduated as a result of having been granted a waiver. The local waiver process remains in effect for students in the Class of 2009 and beyond.

In an effort to increase the response rate, CDE staff contacted approximately 500 of the non-responding school districts to encourage participation in this data collection. The CDE collected the local waiver information from an estimated 61 percent (459 of 750) of the school districts. This represents approximately 85 percent of the student population that would be eligible for the local waiver.

Table 1 Findings 
Table 1 displays the number of students who received local waivers for the English-language arts and mathematics portions of the CAHSEE (see attached Table 1). For comparison purposes, this table includes the local waiver results from the 2007–08 (i.e., Class of 2008) and the 2008–09 (i.e., Class of 2009) school years. Table 1 also includes the number of students who were granted diplomas as a result of receiving a local waiver on one or both sections of the CAHSEE.
· Approximately 3,000 students from the Class of 2009 received a local waiver for the English-language arts (ELA) portion of the CAHSEE. Students in the Class of 2009 received over 1,300 more ELA local waivers than similar students from the Class of 2008.
· Approximately 2,300 students from the Class of 2009 received a local waiver for ELA were also granted a diploma. Approximately 900 more students from the Class of 2009 who were granted local waiver for the ELA portion of the CAHSEE were granted a diploma compared to similar students from the Class of 2008. 
· Approximately 4,600 students from the Class of 2009 received a local waiver for the mathematics portion of the CAHSEE. Students in the Class of 2009 received over 1,800 more mathematics local waivers than similar students from the Class of 2008.
· Over 3,450 students from the Class of 2009 received a local waiver for mathematics portion of the CAHSEE were also granted a diploma. Almost 1,200 more students from the Class of 2009 who were granted local waiver for mathematics were granted a diploma when compared to similar students from the Class of 2008.
· Approximately 1,800 students from the Class of 2009 received a local waiver in both portions (ELA and mathematics) of the CAHSEE. Students in the Class of 2009 received almost 700 more local waivers in both portions (ELA and mathematics) than similar students from the Class of 2008.
· Approximately 1,500 students from the Class of 2009 who received a local waiver for both portions (ELA and mathematics) of the CAHSEE also were granted a diploma. Over 500 more students from the Class of 2009 who were also granted a local waiver for both portions (ELA and mathematics) of the CAHSEE were granted a diploma when compared to similar students from the Class of 2008.
Table 1

Estimated Number of Students Who Received Waivers
 for English-language Arts, Mathematics, or Both Sections of the CAHSEE and 
the Number of Students Who Were Granted Diplomas as a Result of Receiving a Waiver

	
	Class of 20081, 2, 3
	Class of 20094, 5

	Waivers
	N of Students Receiving Waiver
	N of Students Granted Diploma
	Percentage of Students Receiving Waiver also Granted Diploma
	N of Students Receiving Waiver
	N of Students Granted Diploma
	Percentage of Students Receiving Waiver also Granted Diploma

	English-language arts
	1,698
	1,408
	82.9%
	3,005
	2,307
	76.7%

	Mathematics
	2,849
	2,285
	80.2%
	4,645
	3,462
	74.5%

	Both
	1,102
	967
	87.8%
	1,780
	1,501
	84.3%


1 Students who were granted diplomas may have received diplomas due, in part, to waivers earned prior to the 2007–08 school year.
2 For the 2007–08 school year, number of students receiving a local waiver and number of students receiving a local waiver also granted a diploma have been updated since the data were presented in March 2009 SBE item.
3 For the Class of 2008, 571 LEAs reported waiver data to the CDE out of 708 LEAs who administered the CAHSEE in the 2007–08 school year.
4 Students who were granted diplomas may have received diplomas due, in part, to waivers earned prior to the 2008–09 school year.
5 For the Class of 2009, 459 LEAs reported waiver data to the CDE out of 750 LEAs who administered the CAHSEE in the 2008–09 school year.

