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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the tenth in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

July 2011-November 2012: The CDE presented to the SBE a series of regular updates on the implementation of the CCSS.
March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the SSPI, the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)
State Legislature thereby fulfilling the requirements of California Education Code 
Section 60605.8(h). 
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). 

California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: November–December 2012 (5 pages)
Attachment 2:
CCSS Implementation Outreach: State Board and Department of Education Activities (7 pages)
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Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: November–December 2012

1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.
· The California Department of Education (CDE) has released the first set of four professional learning modules (PLMs). The following PLMs are online and available for teachers to access independently or for schools or districts to use as facilitated professional learning. The PLMs were designed to deepen educators' understanding of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS); instructional strategies to support the learning of all pupils, including English learners, pupils with disabilities, and underperforming pupils; and instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication skills in all academic content areas.
The following modules are now available:
· Overview of the CCSS for California Educators
· Mathematics: Kindergarten through Grade Eight Learning Progressions
· English Language Arts: Informational Text—Reading
· Mathematics: Kindergarten through Grade Twelve Standards for Mathematical Practice
The modules are located on the Brokers of Expertise Web site at http://www.myboe.org. The Brokers of Expertise Web site also offers resources and a platform for questions about the CCSS. Additional modules are in the development stages and will be available before September 2013. More information is available on the CDE Professional Learning Modules for Educators Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp.
2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· Information regarding the approval of the second cohort of supplemental instructional materials aligned to the CCSS provided in Item 5.

· Information regarding the approval of reviewers for the 2013 supplemental instructional materials review, mathematics category 2, is provided in Item 6.
· Information regarding the approval of evaluation criteria, timeline, and application for instructional materials advisory panel members for the 2014 mathematics primary adoption is provided in Item 4.
· Information regarding the adoption of modifications to the CCSS for mathematics with California additions is provided in Item 3.
· Information regarding the instructional materials mathematics adoption (approve the finding of emergency and proposed emergency regulations for additions to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 95817.3) is provided in Item 17.
3. Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.
· The Technology Readiness Tool was designed to collect information from March 2012 through August 2014 and data extracted twice per year. The second data extraction was conducted on December 14, 2012. The second data extraction covers the collection window from July 16 through December 14, 2012. Districts that had marked their data as “complete” in the first data collection window were reset to “not complete” for the second window. The primary reason for these multiple windows is to: (1) Maintain an accurate, up to date, state and consortium level database of technology used in schools and districts (2) provide the state and consortium a database of district technology readiness (3) continue to request data of non-reporting districts (3) provide opportunities to amend partial or inaccurate data previously submitted (4) and to provide opportunities to revise data, such as number of computers and network bandwidth that were previously submitted. 

The second data collection window presented additional and clarifying questions not presented in the first data collection window of the TRT. For example, there were more options for network bandwidth, classification of schools, grade specific counts in grades K–12 (supplied by CDE), assessment environment, computing device owner, as well as additional technical questions such as the type of the operating system, processor types, and screen resolution for computing devices.

A gap analysis and determination of readiness is scheduled to be incorporated into the TRT in mid-January 2013. On December 4, 2012 SBAC released a report titled, Smarter Balanced Technology Strategy Framework & System Requirements Specifications. This report outlines the technology specifications necessary to conduct computer adaptive assessments using the existing technology and infrastructure found in schools and districts and also provides the basis for the gap analysis and determination of readiness to be built into the TRT. A Web link to this report can be found at http://www.cde.ca.gov/Ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanced.asp.
· The Smarter Balanced Pilot Test is scheduled to take place February 20 through May 10, 2013, in grades three through eleven (3–11). Smarter Balanced will select schools for the pilot test using two approaches or components: 
1. The “Scientific” component targets a representative sample of schools and yields critical data about the items developed to date as well as about how the system is functioning. Through January 2013, schools selected through the scientific component will be contacted by a Smarter Balanced vendor to confirm their participation in the Pilot Test.
2. The “Volunteer” component will be open to all schools in Smarter Balanced states and will ensure that all schools have the opportunity to experience the basic functionality of the system. Interested schools can volunteer to participate via the online survey located at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SmarterBalancedPilot. 
The CDE has developed a Web-based search engine to query selected schools by county and district. The search engine can be accessed on the CDE Smarter Balanced Web page at http://www3.cde.ca.gov/sbacpilots/selectedschools.aspx. 
LEAs should direct questions about the Pilot Test to: smarterbalancedpilot@air.org. 
· Information regarding the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s recommendations to the Legislature for transitioning to California’s future assessment system is provided in Item 9.
4. Collaborate with parents, guardians and the early childhood and extended learning communities to integrate the CCSS into programs and activities beyond the K–12 school setting.

· The CDE has made available translations of several documents developed to communicate with parents regarding the CCSS. Four informational flyers regarding the CCSS and the parent flyer from the CCSS Systems Communications Toolkit for California are now available in the following languages:
· English

· Chinese (simplified)

· Chinese (traditional)

· Hmong

· Pilipino (Tagalog)

· Spanish

· Vietnamese
These documents are available on the Students/Parents tab on the CDE CCSS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/. 
5. Collaborate with the postsecondary and business communities to ensure that all students are prepared for success in career and college.

· Information regarding the revised Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards is provided in Item 7. 
7. Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.
· The State Superintendent of Public Instruction invited each of California’s district superintendents and direct-funded charter school administrators to participate in a survey designed to gather information regarding the progress of CCSS systems implementation across the state. The CDE will collate survey responses and use aggregate data that are not tied to a single respondent to identify trends and guide the future implementation activities of the state. A copy of the survey questions is available for review on the CDE CCSS Implementation Survey Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccsssurvey.asp.
· The CDE promotes new CCSS-related resources via the CDE CCSS Web page and listserv. Several central CCSS Web pages were consolidated in early October to provide direct access to more information on the main CCSS Web page and this may result in a decrease to the total number of Web page hits. 

Summary of Web-based Outreach Data: 

	
	October
	November
	December

	Listserv Subscribers
	5,510
	5,685
	Available January 1

	Total Web Page Hits
	251,186
	252,843
	Available January 1


· A summary of select outreach and communications activities of the CDE and SBE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item.

Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach
State Board and Department of Education Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.

	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Reflections and Insights

	November 1, 2012

Present to Calaveras County Administrators
	40 Calaveras County Administrators  

California Department of Education (CDE)/State Board of Education (SBE) Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Presentation on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), Sample Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) items, and discussion about the implications for their schools and districts. 

	November 2, 2012

Present to Calaveras  County teachers
	250 Calaveras County teachers

From grades K-12 

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Presentation on the CCSS, sample SBAC items, and discussion of strategies to consider now that increased teachers’ knowledge of the instructional changes expected.

Key Learning: Teacher conversations related to shared ideas for selecting a few of the math and literacy strategies that will improve student learning and prepare for the changes in the new standards and assessments are very supportive of the next generation learning and teaching priorities. Challenges voiced related to need for professional learning and additional support for all to be successful.

	November 7, 2012

Conversation with WestEd’s California Comprehensive Center
	3 staff from Comprehensive Center  

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison
	Preliminary planning meeting related to the priorities in the newly funded Comprehensive Assistance Center plan to provide technical assistance to CDE and SBE related to Common Core Systems’ implementation.

Key Learning: Timely opportunity for support and assistance from the Center and to increase capacity of CDE staff and SBE to guide the ongoing work of statewide implementation.

	November 7 & December 5, 2012

Conversation with WestEd’s California Comprehensive Center
	150 secondary teachers  

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carrie Roberts, Barbara Murchison 
	Secondary Literacy Partnership is providing an online series of English Language Arts/Literacy modules for professional development. November was an Introduction to Common Core Reading standard 1 and its Relationship to Writing Standard 1 and December topic was Text Complexity in Reading and Writing. 

	November 9, 2012

Conference call with SBAC higher education leadership team
	4 higher education leadership from the three segments

CDE/SBE Team: 

Deb Sigman, Barbara Murchison, Nancy Brownell
	Planning call to determine priorities and plan “faculty to faculty” convenings to increase understanding of the common core standards and SBAC assessment development content and timelines. 

Key Learning: Strategies and opportunities to engage with both higher education leadership and faculty on the implications for changes within a Career and College Ready set of standards and assessments continues to be both complex and necessary.

	November 14, 2012

Regional Assessment Network (RAN) conference
	25 regional assessment leads

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carrie Roberts
	Update on the professional learning modules to the statewide leads.

Key Learning: Strategies and opportunities to engage with both higher education leadership and faculty on the implications for changes within a Career and College Ready set of standards and assessments continues to be both complex and necessary.

	November 15, 2012

Conference call with Santa Clara County Parent Liaisons
	20 parent liaisons from across the state
CDE/SBE Team: 

Barbara Murchison
	Conversation with parent liaisons to share common core timelines, information and resources for parents.  


	November 15, 2012

Present to CA Environmental Education Interagency Network
	12 members of the Network
CDE/SBE Team: 

Barbara Murchison
	Present CCSS information, timelines and resources available for members of the network.


	November 16, 2012

Present to Curriculum & Instruction Steering Committee of California County Superintendents Educational Services Agency (CCSESA)
	60 assistant superintendents and other representatives from county offices

CDE/SBE Team: Patrick Traynor, Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison
	Presentation on selected topics related to CCSS implementation, including significant milestones, Professional Learning Modules, updates to the CDE Web-site and resources, and SBAC development.

Key Learning: County office leadership continues to provide a wide array of differentiated, ongoing support and assistance on implementation to their local schools, districts, and board members.

	November 27,  2012

Participate in ongoing meetings with Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) 
	50 members of Teacher Preparation Advisory Panel
	Collaborative conversations among teacher preparation program leaders, CTC, and the CDE are essential to the success of common core implementation and ensuring that teachers are prepared to teach to the standards.

	November 29,  2012

Present at annual statewide conference 
	100 school board trustees

CDE/SBE Team: Cynthia Gunderson, Barbara Murchison


	Presentation on select common core implementation topics to California School Boards Association (CSBA) annual conference.

Key Learning: Critical, ongoing conversations and policy considerations for local Governance Teams are a high priority in many districts. 

	December 3, 2012

Present to San Diego County educators
	100 local teachers,  administrators and COE staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Presentation on implementing CCSS and instructional rigor and what local schools and districts can be developing and discussing in their local contexts.

	December 3-4, 2012

Present to Annual Title III Accountability Institute
	400 California educators with leadership roles

CDE/SBE Team: 

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Barbara Murchison, Tom Adams, Lily Roberts, Patrick Traynor
	Common Core implementation strand developed for the Conference to provide information and resources for instruction of English learners related to CCSS implementation.  

	December 4, 2012

Presentation on the Professional Learning Modules
	40 California Teachers of the Year

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carrie Roberts, Cynthia Gunderson
	California Teachers of the Year meet at the CDE for a professional development day and lunch with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

	December 10, 2012

Present to IQC and CDE Staff  on updates  to the Common Core Web-site
	Instructional Quality Commission (IQC)
CDE/SBE Team: Barbara Murchison
	Provide update on changes and new resources available on CDE web-site related to CCSS implementation.

	December 13, 2012

Present to California Science Project Directors
	35 regional Science Project Directors and teacher leaders

CDE/SBE Team: Barbara Murchison
	Provide update on changes and new resources available on CDE web-site related to CCSS implementation.

	January 10, 2013

Present to Advisory Commission  on updates related to CCSS implementation
	Advisory Commission on Special Education

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell, Tom Adams, Kristen Brown, Carrie Roberts  
	Provide update on common core implementation timelines and resources related to needs of special education programs.

	January 11, 14, 16, 18, 2013

Attend Regional Arts Meetings
	35 Arts  Leads and Teachers

CDE/SBE Team: Carrie Roberts
	Collaborate with Arts Leads on the infusion of CCSS into new and existing curriculum and professional learning modules for use across the state.

	January 15, 2013

Present to Del Norte School District cabinet and county teachers and administrators
	50 Del Norte County teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell   
	Share CCSS implementation strategies and focus of instructional shifts with county leadership groups. 

	January 30, 2013

Present to Bret Harte Union School District
	65 district teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell
	Will present on the CCSS, sample SBAC items, and discussion of strategies to consider now to increase teachers’ knowledge of the instructional changes expected.




[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15]
12/18/2012 5:16 PM
12/18/2012 5:16 PM

