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	SUBJECT

Request by Kern Union High School District to waive portions of California Education Code Section 52055.760(c)(3), regarding alternative program and Academic Performance Index requirements under the Quality Education Investment Act.
Waiver Numbers:
53-2-2013


54-2-2013


55-2-2013


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approval with conditions    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denial
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1). If approved, termination is effective as of June 30, 2013. The school is receiving QEIA funds for 2012–13 and is not obligated to return 2012–13 funds if the funds are expended by June 30, 2013.
See Attachments 1, 3, and 5 for details.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The CDE Waiver Office has previously presented requests to waive the Academic Performance Index (API) target as defined by the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) to the State Board of Education (SBE). All but one API waiver previously presented has been denied by the SBE.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Schools participating in the QEIA program were monitored by their county offices of education for compliance with program requirements for the first time at the end of the 2008–09 school year. At that time, local educational agencies (LEAs) were required to demonstrate one-third progress toward full implementation of program requirements.
Monitoring for compliance with second-year program requirements was completed to ensure that schools made two-thirds progress toward full implementation in the     2009–10 school year. QEIA schools were required to demonstrate full compliance with all program requirements at the end of the 2010–11 school year.

Alternative Programs

California EC Section 52055.760(a) allows a school district or chartering authority to apply for authority from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to use alternative program requirements if the district or authority demonstrates that compliance with alternative program requirements would provide a higher level of academic achievement among pupils than compliance with the interim and program requirements. Alternative program requirements must serve no more than 15 percent of the pupils funded by QEIA and must serve the entire school.

A school district or chartering authority may use alternative program requirements at a funded school if all the following criteria are satisfied:

(1) The proposed alternative requirements are based on reliable data and are consistent with sound scientifically based research consistent with subdivision (j) of EC Section 44757.5 on effective practices.
(2) The costs of complying with the proposed alternative requirements do not exceed the amount of funding received by the school district or chartering authority pursuant to this article.
(3) Funded schools agree to comply with the alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdivision (c) of EC Section 52055.740. Funded schools with alternative programs shall exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three fully funded years and annually thereafter.
(4) The SSPI and the President of the SBE or his or her designee jointly have reviewed the proposed alternative funded schools of the school district or chartering authority for purposes of this section and have recommended to the SBE for its approval those schools, using the same process as for the regular program recommendations.
The SSPI was to give priority for approval of schools with alternative programs to any school serving any of grades nine through twelve, inclusive, that has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the SSPI and the President of the SBE or his or her designee that the school cannot decrease class sizes as required under this article due to extraordinary issues relating to facilities, or due to the adverse impact of the requirements of this program, if implemented in the school, on the eligibility of the school district for state school facility funding.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC Section 33051(a), available at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=33001-34000&file=33050-33053.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There are no statewide costs as a result of waiver approval. If the waiver is denied, the school must implement the alternative program goals based on statute requirements to stay in the program. Any school in the program not meeting those targets will risk the loss of future funding. The QEIA statute calls for any undistributed annual QEIA funding to be redistributed to other schools currently in the program (no new schools are funded).

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
Kern Union High School District Request 53-2-2013 for a Quality Education Investment Act Alternative Program and Academic Performance Index Waiver (2 Pages)
Attachment 2:
Kern Union High School District General Waiver Request 53-2-2013 
(3 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Attachment 3:
Kern Union High School District Request 54-2-2013 for a Quality Education Investment Act Alternative Program and Academic Performance Index Waiver (2 Pages)
Attachment 4:
Kern Union High School District General Waiver Request 54-2-2013 
(3 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Attachment 5:
Kern Union High School District Request 55-2-2013 for a Quality Education Investment Act Alternative Program and Academic Performance Index Waiver (2 Pages)
Attachment 6:
Kern Union High School District General Waiver Request 55-2-2013 
(3 Pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Waiver Number: 53-2-2013
                Period of Request: July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2015




                      Period Recommended: Denial

East Bakersfield High School

                       CDS Code: 15 63529 1532290

Kern Union High School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Kern Union High School District (UHSD) is an urban school district located in Kern County with a student population of approximately 37,070 students. East Bakersfield High School (HS) serves 2,172 students in grades nine through twelve. Academic Performance Index (API) data for East Bakersfield HS indicates that the school did not meet or exceed the schoolwide growth target requirement of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). East Bakersfield HS’s growth target for 2011–12 is 6.0, but its API growth is negative 1.0.
Kern UHSD states that in analysis of contributing factors to the API score, a testing anomaly was discovered in its Special Education sub-group, which resulted in a 60 point decrease. This error was not due to classroom instruction or a lack of learning for these students, but due to an inexperienced Testing Coordinator who gave several students in this sub-group the wrong test for their Special Education designation. The district states that it has taken steps to ensure that this oversight does not occur again, not only due to a potential negative effect on its API score, but also to ensure that it is collecting truly relevant data for this group of students that can be used to offer the necessary instruction and intervention in order for them to achieve at the highest level commensurate with their abilities.

Kern UHSD requests a waiver of the QEIA API growth requirement for East Bakersfield HS for school year 2011–12.
Additional Local Educational Agency and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	36*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	37,070

	School ADA
	2,172

	Grade Span
	9–12

	2008 API Base
	627

	2008–09 Target/Growth
	9/19

	2008–09 API
	646

	2009–10 Target/Growth
	8/20

	2009–10 API
	667

	2010–11 Target/Growth
	7/24

	2010–11 API
	690

	2011–12 Target/Growth
	6/-1

	2011–12 API
	689

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP Growth?
	No


*City, Mid-size: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with a population less than 250,000 and greater than or equal to 100,000.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1).

Specifically: (1) Although East Bakersfield HS has experienced gains in API, school year 2011–12 demonstrated negative growth; (2) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time; and (3) EC Section 52055.760(c)(3) states that funded schools agree to comply with the alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdivision (c) of Section 52055.740. Funded schools with alternative programs shall also be required to exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three fully funded years and annually thereafter.

Reviewed by East Bakersfield HS Schoolsite Council on February 2, 2013.

Supported by Kern HS Faculty Association, January 15, 2013.

Local Board Approval: February 25, 2013.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 1563529
Waiver Number: 53-2-2013
Active Year: 2013
Date In: 2/27/2013 3:56:13 PM
Local Education Agency: Kern Union High School District
Address: 5801 Sundale Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Start: 7/1/2013

End: 6/30/2015
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 
Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: API Growth Target
Ed Code Section: 52055.760(c)(3)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Funded schools agree to comply with alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdividion (c) of Section 52055.740.  Funded schools with alternative programs shall also be required to exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three full funded years [and annually thereafter].
Outcome Rationale: Please accept the following as a request for reconsideration of East Bakersfield High School continuing participation in the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) grant. Over the past several years significant progress has been made in the area of academic achievement and student success.  The multiple measures used to determine the effectiveness of the site’s plan demonstrate to a greater degree the improvements attributable to QEIA funding.  The loss of funding will negatively impact the ability to sustain academic progress and continue to meet the needs of the students at this school.
Please examine the attached document which details the progress which has been made in the attainment of a variety of QEIA goals as alternative measures of academic outcomes.  Additionally, this report details the history of API growth for the school.  The report illustrates the long term academic success of the school as measured by the API. The other QEIA goals being monitored for QEIA have been exceeded during the study period. Showing the widespread impact the program has had on students.

This data shows how the educational needs of pupils are being adequately addressed by the use of QEIA funding.  Since monitoring of the program began, only a single indicator has failed to meet the expectation of the county Superintendent’s office, the current API.  All other historic measures of meeting educational needs show positive results and a history of steady and sustained progress.  None of the other reasons to deny this application as found in Education Code Section 33051(a)(1) apply.

EBHS has met all five QEIA goals with exceptional growth for the years 2008-2012.  Our data reflects steady progress denoted by many indicators with the added support of QEIA funding.  We submit to you that we have achieved and continue to achieve the purpose set forth by the legislation of Senate Bill 1133, “to improve student academic success in California’s lowest performing schools by creating substantially improved conditions for teaching and learning.”

The sole indicator which was not met in 2012 and has thereby resulted in the potential loss of QEIA funding is a failure to meet the school-wide API growth target.  In analysis of contributing factors to the API score, it was discovered that a testing anomaly occurred for our Special Education sub-group which resulted in a 60 point decrease.  This error was not due to classroom instruction or a lack of learning for these students, but error on the part of our Program Specialist who retired last year and an inexperienced Testing Coordinator which resulted in several students in this sub-group being given the wrong test for their Special Education designation.  We have taken steps to insure that this oversight does not occur again, not only due to a potential negative affect on our API score, but also to insure that we are collecting truly relevant data for this group of students that can be used to offer the necessary instruction and intervention in order for them to achieve at the highest level commensurate with their abilities.

We submit to you that had the testing anomaly described above not occurred for this specific sub-group, East Bakersfield High School would have continued its upward trend of progress in its API scores as demonstrated by the chart above.  We ask you to review this chart and other relevant data which shows that EBHS has accomplished the goal of improved academic success for our students by utilizing the QEIA funding in an appropriate manner.  We would also ask that you would extend this funding to EBHS for the 2013-14 school year as originally granted so that it might continue to be utilized to improve and maintain an excellent instructional program for the continued academic success of all students.

If terminated from the QEIA program, the loss of funding would result in increased class sizes within all core content areas, a reduction in the CTE and elective programs the school is able to support as a result of the diversion of resources to maintain some components of the QEIA funded programs.
Please accept our appeal for a State Board of Education waiver from the single year API requirement and prevent the negative impact termination from this program will have on the students and community.

Student Population: 2172
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 2/25/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: School Postings
Local Board Approval Date: 2/25/2013
Committee/Council Reviewed By: School Site Council
Committee/Council Reviewed Date: 2/4/2013
Committee/Council Objection: N
Committee/Council Objection Explanation: 

Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. Michael Zulfa
Position: Assistant Superintendent, Instruction
E-mail: mike_zulfa@khsd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 661-827-3129
Fax:
Bargaining Unit:  Date: 01/15/2013
Name: Kern High Faculty Association
Representative: Vickie Shoenhair
Title: President
Position: Support
Comments: 
Waiver Number: 54-2-2013
                Period of Request: July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2015




                      Period Recommended: Denial

Foothill High School

                       CDS Code: 15 63529 1532605

Kern Union High School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Kern Union High School District (UHSD) is an urban school district located in Kern County with a student population of approximately 37,070 students. Foothill High School (HS) serves 1,994 students in grades nine through twelve. Academic Performance Index (API) data for Foothill HS indicates that the school did not meet or exceed the schoolwide growth target requirement of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). Foothill HS’s growth target for 2011–12 is 5.0, but its API growth is 1.0.
Kern UHSD states that since monitoring of the program began, only a single indicator, the current API, has failed to meet the expectation of the county superintendent’s office. The district further states that other QEIA goals being monitored have been exceeded during the study period, showing the widespread impact the program has had on the students. In addition, the district states that all other historic measures of meeting educational needs show positive results and a history of steady and sustained progress.

Kern UHSD requests a waiver of the QEIA API growth requirement for Foothill HS for school year 2011–12.
Additional Local Educational Agency and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	36*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	37,070

	School ADA
	1,994

	Grade Span
	9–12

	2008 API Base
	622

	2008–09 Target/Growth
	9/21

	2008–09 API
	643

	2009–10 Target/Growth
	8/9

	2009–10 API
	642

	2010–11 Target/Growth
	7/64

	2010–11 API
	713

	2011–12 Target/Growth
	5/1

	2011–12 API
	714

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP Growth?
	No


*City, Mid-size: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with a population less than 250,000 and greater than or equal to 100,000.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1).

Specifically: (1) Although Foothill HS has experienced gains in API, school year 2011–12 demonstrated a slowdown in growth; (2) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time; and (3) EC Section 52055.760(c)(3) states that funded schools agree to comply with the alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdivision (c) of Section 52055.740. Funded schools with alternative programs shall also be required to exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three fully funded years and annually thereafter.

Reviewed by Foothill HS Schoolsite Council on February 20, 2013.

Supported by Kern High Faculty Association, January 15, 2013.

Local Board Approval: February 25, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 1563529
Waiver Number: 54-2-2013
Active Year: 2013
Date In: 2/27/2013 4:03:13 PM
Local Education Agency: Kern Union High School District 
Address: 5801 Sundale Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Start: 7/1/2013

End: 6/30/2015
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 
Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: API Growth Target
Ed Code Section: 52055.760(c)(3)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Funded schools agree to comply with alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdividion (c) of Section 52055.740.  Funded schools with alternative programs shall also be required to exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three full funded years [and annually thereafter].
Outcome Rationale: Please accept the following as a request for reconsideration of Foothill High School continuing participation in the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) grant. Over the past several years significant progress has been made in the area of academic achievement and student success.  The multiple measures used to determine the effectiveness of the site’s plan demonstrate to a greater degree the improvements attributable to QEIA funding.  The loss of funding will negatively impact the ability to sustain academic progress and continue to meet the needs of the students at this school.
Please examine the attached document which details the progress which has been made in the attainment of a variety of QEIA goals as alternative measures of academic outcomes.  Additionally, this report details the history of API growth for the school.  The report illustrates the long term academic success of the school as measured by the API. The other QEIA goals being monitored for QEIA have been exceeded during the study period. Showing the widespread impact the program has had on students.

This data shows how the educational needs of pupils are being adequately addressed by the use of QEIA funding.  Since monitoring of the program began, only a single indicator has failed to meet the expectation of the county Superintendent’s office, the current API.  All other historic measures of meeting educational needs show positive results and a history of steady and sustained progress.  None of the other reasons to deny this application as found in Education Code Section 33051(a)(1) apply.

For the past six years, the administration and staff focus at Foothill High School has been directed towards improving student learning through a change in culture, and through staff development. The improvements in student learning are readily seen in the increase in our school-wide and subgroup API and CAHSEE scores.  These improved scores are a result of the variety of support programs that we have in place which were made possible by the QEIA funding that we have received, strategically and cautiously used.  Our plan with the QEIA funding from the onset was to use the funds to provide successful support programs, instructional materials, instructional equipment, and staff development.  Because carry-over was guaranteed from the onset of QEIA, we planned for funding to sustain the support programs and the instructional and staff development needs once we were no longer eligible for QEIA. We have begun a shift in expectations and performance here at Foothill High School that we want to continue. We are moving toward an API of 800 and it is my belief as the principal and our belief as a staff that we can do it.  Our work in creating a culture focused on learning is changing the way that our students respond to our idea that “Failure Is Not an Option.” QEIA funding is a vital piece to the continued cultural shift that we are experiencing with our staff, students, and parents. We have spent time and resources towards after-school intervention programs such as Academic Intervention for our freshmen and sophomore students, mandatory tutoring for freshmen, and schoolwide drop-in tutoring.  We also have Saturday California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) Boot camps for our sophomores, and for our juniors and seniors who have not yet passed the CAHSEE. We have support mentoring programs in place such as LINK Crew and Ninth grade retention and pre-ninth grade retention for our freshmen and sophomore students.
QEIA funding has enabled us to provide student incentives, student activities, funding for instructional materials, and numerous staff development workshops and activities for teachers and support staff.

It is our desire that the following data will support our request for a waiver of the API growth requirement when you review the substantial gains that our school has made over the past five years. It is also our desire that our request for a waiver for the return of carry-over QEIA funding will be approved in order to sustain implemented interventions for a period of time as our school culture changes from a focus on teaching to a focus on learning.  Change takes time and QEIA funding has put us on the path of change and to suddenly remove the financial support has the possibility of undoing the progress we have made thus far.
If terminated from the QEIA program, the loss of funding would result in increased class sizes within all core content areas, a reduction in the CTE and elective programs the school is able to support as a result of the diversion of resources to maintain some components of the QEIA funded programs.
Please accept our appeal for a State Board of Education waiver from the single year API requirement and prevent the negative impact termination from this program will have on the students and community.

Student Population: 1994
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 2/25/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: School Postings
Local Board Approval Date: 2/25/2013

Committee/Council Reviewed By: School Site Council
Committee/Council Reviewed Date: 2/20/2013
Committee/Council Objection: N
Committee/Council Objection Explanation:
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. Michael Zulfa
Position: Assistant Superintendent, Instruction
E-mail: mike_zulfa@khsd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 661-827-3129
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit:  Date: 01/15/2013
Name: Kern High Faculty Association
Representative: Vickie Shoenhair
Title: President
Position: Support
Comments: 
Waiver Number: 55-2-2013
                Period of Request: July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2015




                      Period Recommended: Denial

Arvin High School

                       CDS Code: 15 63529 1530252

Kern Union High School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Kern Union High School District (UHSD) is an urban school district located in Kern County with a student population of approximately 37,070 students. Arvin High School (HS) serves 2,462 students in grades nine through twelve. Academic Performance Index (API) data for Arvin HS indicates that the school did not meet or exceed the schoolwide growth target requirement of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). Arvin HS’s growth target for 

2011–12 is 7.0, but its API growth is negative 3.0.
Kern UHSD states it is seeking a waiver of the API goal requirement for the following five reasons: (1) Arvin HS has seen a 52 point growth in three of the last four years under QEIA funding; (2) Arvin HS’s student population has a significant need given the poverty, mobility, and other complex educational needs inherent in the Arvin/Lamont/Weedpatch community; (3) Arvin HS’s commitment to student achievement shows a strong will to use every resource, including QEIA and other funding sources, to improve instructional and student services; (4) Arvin HS has developed school practices that have created working conditions and classroom learning environments that have attracted and retained highly qualified teachers, administrators, and staff; and (5) Arvin HS has met all other QEIA goals.

Kern UHSD requests a waiver of the QEIA API growth requirement for Arvin HS for school year 2011–12.
Additional Local Educational Agency and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	36*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	37,070

	School ADA
	2,462

	Grade Span
	9–12

	2008 API Base
	606

	2008–09 Target/Growth
	10/0

	2008–09 API
	606

	2009–10 Target/Growth
	10/37

	2009–10 API
	644

	2010–11 Target/Growth
	8/17

	2010–11 API
	664

	2011–12 Target/Growth
	7/-3

	2011–12 API
	658

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP Growth?
	No


*City, Mid-size: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with a population less than 250,000 and greater than or equal to 100,000.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code (EC) Section 33051(a)(1).

Specifically: (1) Although Arvin HS has experienced gains in API, school year 2011–12 demonstrated negative growth; (2) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time; and (3) EC Section 52055.760(c)(3) states that funded schools agree to comply with the alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdivision (c) of Section 52055.740. Funded schools with alternative programs shall also be required to exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three fully funded years and annually thereafter.

Reviewed by Arvin HS Schoolsite Council on February 2, 2013.

Supported by Kern High Faculty Association, January 15, 2013.

Local Board Approval: February 25, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 1563529
Waiver Number: 55-2-2013
Active Year: 2013
Date In: 2/27/2013 4:23:25 PM
Local Education Agency: Kern Union High School District
Address: 5801 Sundale Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Start: 7/1/2013

End: 6/30/2015
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 
Previous SBE Approval Date:
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: API Growth Target 

Ed Code Section: 52055.760(c)(3)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Funded schools agree to comply with alternative program requirements and be subject to the termination procedures specified in subdividion (c) of Section 52055.740.  Funded schools with alternative programs shall also be required to exceed the API growth target for the school averaged over the first three full funded [years and annually thereafter].
Outcome Rationale: Please accept the following as a request for reconsideration of Arvin High School continuing participation in the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) grant. Over the past several years significant progress has been made in the area of academic achievement and student success.  The multiple measures used to determine the effectiveness of the site’s plan demonstrate to a greater degree the improvements attributable to QEIA funding.  The loss of funding will negatively impact the ability to sustain academic progress and continue to meet the needs of the students at this school.
Please examine the attached document which details the progress which has been made in the attainment of a variety of QEIA goals as alternative measures of academic outcomes.  Additionally, this report details the history of API growth for the school.  The report illustrates the long term academic success of the school as measured by the API. The other QEIA goals being monitored for QEIA have been exceeded during the study period. Showing the widespread impact the program has had on students.

This data shows how the educational needs of pupils are being adequately addressed by the use of QEIA funding.  Since monitoring of the program began, only a single indicator has failed to meet the expectation of the county Superintendent’s office, the current API.  All other historic measures of meeting educational needs show positive results and a history of steady and sustained progress.  None of the other reasons to deny this application as found in Education Code Section 33051(a)(1) apply.

This waiver request will focus primarily on the three overriding principles of QEIA support, as outlined in Education Code section 52055.700 (c), (d), and (e).  With these guiding principles, AHS is seeking a waiver on the API goal requirement for the following six reasons: a) AHS has seen a 52 point growth in three of the last four years under QEIA funding; b) AHS’ student population has a significant need given the poverty, mobility, and other complex educational needs inherent in the Arvin/Lamont/Weedpatch community; c) AHS’ commitment to student achievement shows a strong will to use every resource, QEIA and other funding sources, to improve instructional and student services;  d) AHS has developed school practices that have created working conditions and classroom learning environments that have attracted and retained highly qualified teachers, administrators, and staff; e) AHS has met all other QEIA goals; f) California Education Code 52055.740(a)(1)(D)(5) permits schools to be subject to review and assistance after failing to meet API growth targets beginning in their fifth year of the program.  In short, AHS has been a good steward of the QEIA funding, shown positive API growth overall, and therefore should be granted an opportunity to continue to provide the high quality services that QEIA funding has allowed.

If terminated from the QEIA program, the loss of funding would result in increased class sizes within all core content areas, a reduction in the CTE and elective programs the school is able to support as a result of the diversion of resources to maintain some components of the QEIA funded programs.
Please accept our appeal for a State Board of Education waiver from the single year API requirement and prevent the negative impact termination from this program will have on the students and community.

Student Population: 2462
City Type: Rural
Public Hearing Date: 2/25/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: School Postings
Local Board Approval Date: 2/25/2013
Committee/Council Reviewed By: School Site council
Committee/Council Reviewed Date: 2/19/2013
Committee/Council Objection: N
Committee/Council Objection Explanation:
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. Michael Zulfa
Position: Assistant Superintendent, Instruction
E-mail: mike_zulfa@khsd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 661-827-3129
Fax: 

Bargaining Unit:  Date: 01/15/2013
Name: Kern High Faculty Association
Representative: Vickie Shoenhair
Title: President
Position: Support
Comments:
5/31/2013 1:46 PM
5/31/2013 1:46 PM

