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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

The California Department of Education (CDE) is responsible for the oversight of a general educational development test, which is governed by California Education Code (EC) sections 51420 through 51427. In part, these statutes require the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to issue a California high school equivalency certificate to a person who meets specified requirements and has received a passing score on a general educational development test approved by the State Board of Education (SBE) and administered by a testing center approved by the CDE. 
Existing regulations require the CDE to use the GED Test owned by the American Council on Education (ACE). This arrangement prevents the CDE from using any other test for the purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate.
The CDE proposes amendments to the California Code of Regulations, (CCR) Title 5 that will remove the requirement that the CDE use the ACE GED Test, a trademarked brand name, to issue a California high school equivalency certificate and delete all references to ACE, the GED Test, and related terms from the existing regulations. 
Currently, the GED Test is the only way adult learners and certain minors who are unable to obtain a high school diploma may earn a California high school equivalency certificate. EC Section 51425 deems the California high school equivalency certificate to be a high school diploma for the purposes of meeting the requirements of employment by all state and local public agencies in California. A student earning a GED California high school equivalency certificate is not counted as a high school graduate for accountability measures and is not guaranteed eligibility for military entrance requirements. 
The “California high school equivalency certificate” awarded as a result of passing the GED is not the same as the “certificate of proficiency” awarded to students who pass a different exam, the California High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE).  EC Section 51425 deems the GED “California high school equivalency certificate” equivalent to a high school diploma for the purposes of meeting the requirements of employment.  EC Section 48412 deems the CHSPE “certificate of proficiency” equivalent to a California high school diploma.  
The CHSPE targets students who are in school, while the GED Test targets individuals 18 years of age and some minors who meet certain criteria who are out of school. The CHSPE is usually taken by advanced students who wish to leave high school to attend a four-year college or university, or to pursue a professional career in performing arts. Overall, the individuals that qualify and wish to take the CHSPE are not the same group of individuals that qualify and wish to take the GED Test.  

The administration and content of the GED Test is changing in January 2014. The GED Test will only be offered in the computer-based format and administration of the paper-based format will be limited to testing accommodations. The new GED test will be more rigorous, aligned to Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and college and career readiness (CCR). Beginning in January 2014, testing centers will have to meet specific requirements to offer the GED test in the computer-based format.
While California is in the process of implementing the CCSS using 21st Century technology, the CDE believes that this new approach by ACE does not support the needs of adult test takers in California. Test takers will be affected by the changes to the GED test. For example, access to take the GED test will be limited, particularly at testing centers that are located in communities with limited funding and resources for test takers. In addition, the cost of the test may increase for some test takers. The CDE has oversight for 190 testing centers located at adult schools, community college, county offices of education, and other facilities of local education agencies. More than 55,000 test takers will be affected by the changes starting in January 2014.

The CDE will be exploring options that meet statutory requirements for the purposes of recommending a new assessment that will meet our adult test takers’ needs. The CDE anticipates that over time, the cost to take the GED Test will increase, since the GED Test is the only test that test takers can take to earn a California high school equivalency certificate. There may be other assessments that are more cost effective for test takers. The CDE would like to have the ability to offer more options to students in need of taking a general educational development exam leading to a California high school equivalency certificate.  For example, an exam that provides both paper-based and computer-based formats would afford these options.
The proposed amendments will permit the CDE to recommend to the SBE for approval a new or different assessment which may be administered for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate. 
RECOMMENDATION

The CDE recommends that the SBE take the following actions:

· Approve the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking;

· Approve the Initial Statement of Reasons;

· Approve the proposed regulations; and

· Direct the CDE to commence the rulemaking process.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

The existing regulations, adopted in 1974, designate the GED Test owned by ACE, as the general educational development test used to obtain a California high school equivalency certificate. Specifically, 5 CCR Section 11530(b) defines the “general educational development test” required by EC Section 51420 as follows:

… a specific series of the General Educational Development Test 

adopted by the General Educational Development Testing Service 

of the American Council on Education. 

In February 2013, the SBE received an Information Memorandum (available on the CDE Web site at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/) that provided a summary of changes related to the GED Test, the impact of those changes on test takers and testing centers, and the CDE’s interest in exploring other options for the purposes of recommending a new assessment.
In March 2011, ACE delegated all of its GED Test leasing and administration functions to a separate entity: a private for-profit company known as GEDTS, LLC (GEDTS). ACE created GEDTS in collaboration with a multi-national, for-profit corporation known as Pearson VUE (Pearson).   

ACE and GEDTS plan significant changes to the GED Test and test administration system to be implemented beginning January 1, 2014. These changes require that testing centers meet Pearson’s specific testing equipment and facilities requirements in order to administer the test in 2014 and thereafter. 
The CDE has administrative oversight for approximately 190 testing centers and 300 addendum sites testing approximately 50,000 test takers annually. Many of these testing centers indicate that they will not be able to meet the requirements to offer CBT. As a result, they may close and test takers in those areas would have to look elsewhere to take the GED Test. 
The proposed amendments to regulations are necessary to eliminate the requirement that California use only the GED Test and they will permit the CDE to recommend for approval a different assessment which may be administered for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

N/A
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

A Fiscal Impact Statement is provided as Attachment 4.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (5 pages)

Attachment 2: Initial Statement of Reasons (6 pages)

Attachment 3: California Code of Regulations, Title 5, sections 11530–11532 (3 pages)

Attachment 4: Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement (STD. 399) (4 pages). The Economic and Fiscal Impact Statement is available for viewing at the State Board of Education office.
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

AMENDMENT TO CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 

REGARDING THE GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT TEST
 Notice published March 29, 2013
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the State Board of Education (SBE) proposes to adopt the regulations described below after considering all comments, objections, or recommendations regarding the proposed action.

PUBLIC HEARING
California Department of Education staff, on behalf of the SBE, will hold a public hearing at 9:00 a.m. on May 14, 2013, at 1430 N Street, Room 1801, Sacramento, California. The room is wheelchair accessible. At the hearing, any person may present statements or arguments, orally or in writing, relevant to the proposed action described in the Informative Digest. The SBE requests, but does not require, that persons who make oral comments at the hearing also submit a written summary of their statements. No oral statements will be accepted subsequent to this public hearing.

WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD
Any interested person, or his or her authorized representative, may submit written comments relevant to the proposed regulatory action to: 

Debra Thacker, Regulations Coordinator

Administrative Support and Regulations Adoption Unit

California Department of Education 

1430 N Street, Room 5319

Sacramento, California  95814

Comments may also be submitted by facsimile (FAX) at 916-319-0155 or by e-mail to regcomments@cde.ca.gov. Comments must be received by the Regulations Coordinator prior to 5:00 p.m. on May 14, 2013. All written comments received by CDE staff during the public comment period are subject to disclosure under the Public Records Act.

AVAILABILITY OF CHANGED OR MODIFIED TEXT
Following the public hearing and considering all timely and relevant comments received, the SBE may adopt the proposed regulations substantially as described in this Notice or may modify the proposed regulations if the modifications are sufficiently related to the original text. With the exception of technical or grammatical changes, the full text of any modified regulation will be available for 15 days prior to its adoption from the Regulations Coordinator and will be mailed to those persons who submit written comments related to this regulation, or who provide oral testimony at the public hearing, or who have requested notification of any changes to the proposal.

AUTHORITY AND REFERENCE
Authority: Sections 51426, Education Code.

Reference: Sections 51420, 51421, 51422, 51423 and 51425, Education Code.

INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY STATEMENT OVERVIEW

The general educational development test is governed by Education Code sections 51420 through 51427, which require the SSPI to issue a California high school equivalency certificate to a person who meets certain requirements and who receives a passing score on “a general educational development test” approved by the SBE and administered at a testing center approved by the CDE. The governing statutes also require the SBE to determine a score on that test which it deems “equal to the standard of performance expected from high school graduates,” i.e., a passing score.  
Existing regulations designate the General Educational Development Test (GED Test) owned by the American Council on Education (ACE) as the test identified in Education Code 51420. ACE is a private entity. “GEDTS” is an office within ACE, not a separate legal entity. Specifically, California Code of Regulations, title 5 (5 CCR) section 11530(b) defines the “general educational development test” required by Education Code section 51420 as follows: 

. . .a specific series of the General Educational Development Test adopted by the General Educational Development Testing Service of the American Council on Education. 
The regulations are being amended to permit the CDE to recommend for approval a different assessment which may be administered for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate.
The proposed amendments to regulations will omit all references to ACE, ACE products, including the GED Test, and other terms specific to ACE. They also delete passing score definitions that are tailored to ACE’s GED Test and remove the provision related to testing centers approved by CDE being recognized as an official testing facility by the ACE and GEDTS, which is inconsistent with the provisions of Education Code section 51420 and 5 CCR section 11531. This also relieves testing centers from having to fulfill GEDTS requirements and restores such authority to the CDE consistent with the requirements of Education Code section 51420.   

The proposed amendments to regulations substitute generic terms for the GED Test and the source of the test, which will allow the CDE to obtain a new assessment through more efficient means that leads to a California high school equivalency certificate. 

The CDE reviewed all state regulations relating to the general educational development test and found that none exist that are inconsistent or incompatible with the proposed regulations.

DISCLOSURES REGARDING THE PROPOSED ACTION/ FISCAL IMPACT

The SBE has made the following initial determinations:
There are no other matters as are prescribed by statute applicable to the specific state agency or to any specific regulations or class of regulations.

The proposed regulations do not require a report to be made.

Mandate on local agencies and school districts:  TBD
Cost or savings to any state agency:  TBD
Costs to any local agencies or school districts for which reimbursement would be required pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with section 17500) of division 4 of the Government Code: TBD
Other non-discretionary costs or savings imposed on local educational agencies:  TBD
Costs or savings in federal funding to the state:  TBD
Significant, statewide adverse economic impact directly affecting business including the ability of California businesses to compete with businesses in other states:  TBD
Cost impacts on a representative private person or businesses:  The SBE is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative private person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with the proposed action.
Effect on housing costs:  TBD
Effect on small businesses:  The proposed regulations would not have an effect on any small business they relate only to schools and not to small business practices.
results of the Economic Impact Analysis

Adoption of these regulations will not 1) create or eliminate jobs within California; 2) create new businesses or eliminate existing businesses within California; or 3) affect the expansion of businesses currently doing business within California.

The benefits of the proposed amendments to regulations are that they eliminate the requirement for the approval and use of the GED Test, and will permit the CDE to recommend for approval a different assessment which may be administered for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate. This will promote competition and test availability. 
CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES
The SBE must determine that no reasonable alternative it considered or that has otherwise been identified and brought to the attention of the SBE, would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the action is proposed, or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons and equally effective in implementing the statutory policy or other provision of law.

The SBE invites interested persons to present statements or arguments with respect to alternatives to the proposed regulations at the scheduled hearing or during the written comment period.

CONTACT PERSONS
Inquiries concerning the content of this regulation may be directed to:

Denise Moore, Education Programs Consultant

High School and Physical Fitness Assessment Office

California Department of Education

1430 N Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: 916-319-0500

E-mail: Dmoore@cde.ca.gov 

Inquiries concerning the regulatory process may be directed to the Regulations Coordinator or Cynthia Olsen, Analyst, at 916-319-0860. 

INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS AND INFORMATION

The SBE has prepared an initial statement of reasons for the proposed regulation and has available all the information upon which the proposal is based.

TEXT OF PROPOSED REGULATION AND CORRESPONDING DOCUMENTS

Copies of the exact language of the proposed regulations and of the initial statement of reasons, and all of the information upon which the proposal is based, may be obtained upon request from the Regulations Coordinator. These documents may also be viewed and downloaded from the CDE’s Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/rr. 

AVAILABILITY AND LOCATION OF THE FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS AND RULEMAKING FILE

All the information upon which the proposed regulations are based is contained in the rulemaking file which is available for public inspection by contacting the Regulations Coordinator. 

You may obtain a copy of the final statement of reasons, once it has been finalized, by making a written request to the Regulations Coordinator.

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION FOR ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY

Pursuant to the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and the Unruh Civil Rights Act, any individual with a disability who requires reasonable accommodation to attend or participate in a public hearing on proposed regulations, may request assistance by contacting Denise Moore, Education Programs Consultant, High School and Physical Fitness Assessment Office, 1430 N Street, Sacramento, CA, 95814; telephone, 916-319-0500. It is recommended that assistance be requested at least two weeks prior to the hearing.

INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 

General Educational Development Test: a new assessment
INTRODUCTION
The proposed amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5 will remove the requirement that the California Department of Education (CDE) use the American Council on Education’s (ACE’s) “General Educational Development Test” (the GED Test)  to issue a California high school equivalency certificate and delete all references to ACE, the GED Test and related terms from the existing regulations. This step will permit the CDE to recommend for approval a different assessment which may be administered for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate.  

California Education Code section 51420 authorizes the SBE to approve a general educational development test with a score determined by the state board to be equal to the standard of performance expected from high school graduates. The statute also requires the SSPI to issue a California high school equivalency certificate to a person who meets certain requirements and who has received a passing score on “a general educational development test” approved by the SBE that was administered by a testing center approved by the CDE. 
Existing regulations require the SBE to approve, and the CDE to use, the GED Test owned by ACE, which is a private entity. Specifically, California Code of Regulations, title 5, section 11530(b) defines the “general educational development test” required by Education Code section 51420 as follows: 

. . . a specific series of the General Educational Development Test adopted by the General Educational Development Testing Service of 

the American Council on Education. 

The proposed amendments to regulations:

· Omit all references in sections 11530 through 11532 to ACE and its affiliates, ACE products, including the GED Test name, and other terms specific to ACE and/or the GED Test. 

· Substitute generic terms for the new assessment and the source of the test, which will allow the CDE to recommend for approval a different assessment which may be administered for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate.
· Delete information related to testing centers approved by the CDE being recognized as official testing facilities of the ACE and GEDTS.

· Ensure that testing centers approved by the SSPI will not be required to fulfill the requirements of GEDTS.

PROBLEM AGENCY INTENDS TO ADDRESS

The existing regulations require the CDE to use the GED Test owned by ACE as the assessment that must be taken in order to obtain a California high school equivalency certificate. This prevents the CDE from using any other tests or administration services, even if there are other tests of better quality, are more cost effective, and are more suited to the needs of California’s test takers. 

ACE recently delegated all of its GED Test leasing and administration functions to a separate entity: a private, for-profit company known as GEDTS, LLC (GEDTS). ACE created GEDTS-LLC in collaboration with a multi-national, for-profit corporation known as Pearson VUE, which is part of Pearson. 

In order for California’s testing centers to offer the GEDTS’s computer-based test (CBT), they must convert to Pearson VUE Testing Centers (PVTC) and meet specific testing equipment and facility requirements and specifications. The GEDTS will not allow paper-based testing, and all testing centers must convert to PVTC before implementing the new CBT beginning in January 2014. These new requirements may cause hardships for testing centers, most or all of which are local public entities that provide instruction and testing for adult learners in their region; many of which are also experiencing decreases in funding and support. In turn, if some testing centers close due to the new requirements as anticipated, harm or hardship may be placed on those adult learners who might rely on that testing center to provide support and opportunities to take the GED Test.
BENEFITS ANTICIPATED FROM REGULATORY ACTION

The benefits of the proposed amendments to regulations, deleting all references in the California Code of Regulations, title 5 sections 11530 through 11532 to the GED Test owned by ACE and ACE products and other terms specific to ACE, ensures that the CDE may recommend for approval by exploring other options, and through the Department’s contracting process, and the SBE may approve, an assessment that will lead to a California high school equivalency certificate.
SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF EACH SECTION – GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 11346.2(b) (1)

The specific purpose of each adoption, amendment, or repeal –and the rationale for the determination that each adoption, amendment, or repeal – is reasonably necessary to carry out, and, purpose for which it is proposed, together with a description of the public problem, administrative requirement, or other condition or circumstance that each adoption, amendment, or repeal is intended to address. 

General changes were made to the regulations to include grammatical edits, and renumbering and/or relettering to reflect deletions or additions.

Proposed section Title 5 Article 2 is amended to delete the term “G.E.D.” This is necessary to be consistent with the proposed regulations, which eliminate the use of the GED Test by ACE to issue a California high school certificate.

Proposed section 11530(b) is deleted to remove the existing definition of a “general educational development test” that identifies the GED Test by ACE, and all related references. This is necessary to allow the SBE to consider and approve an assessment that leads to a California high school equivalency certificate.
Proposed section 11530(b) (formally subdivision (e)) is amended to remove the reference to the General Educational Development Test. This is necessary to clarify that the one-time fee will be charged for a general educational development test. Amendment of section 11530(e) is necessary to ensure consistency with the requirements of Education Code 51421(a).
Proposed section 11530(c) is deleted to remove the definition therein of a passing score on the GED Test by ACE. The existing section 11530(c) is obsolete in light of the proposed regulations. This is necessary in order to adopt an assessment for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate. The score equal to the standard performance expected will be determined when the new assessment is adopted.

Proposed section 11530(d) is deleted to eliminate testing centers approved by the CDE being recognized as official testing facilities of the ACE, GEDTS, and it’s Overseas Branch. This is necessary to ensure that the regulation is consistent with requirements in Education Code section 51420(b), which states that the CDE approves testing centers. Deletion of section 11530(d) is also necessary to permit the SBE to approve a new assessment where appropriate that leads to a California high school equivalency certificate. 

Proposed section 11531(a) is amended to eliminate the term “General Educational Development.” This is necessary to clarify that testing centers approved by the CDE will not be referred to as GED testing centers. Also, the change is consistent with the proposed regulations, which eliminate the requirement, that testing centers comply with ACE.   

Proposed section 11531(a)(1) is deleted to eliminate testing centers approved by the CDE from complying with the requirements of GEDTS. This is necessary to ensure that testing centers approved by the CDE comply with the requirements of any assessment approved by the SBE.

Proposed section 11531(a)(5) is amended to remove testing centers agreeing to inspection by other agencies outside of California. This is necessary to ensure that only the CDE inspects testing centers. Deletion of this section is also necessary to ensure consistency with the requirements in Education Code section 51420(b), which states that the CDE approves testing centers.
Proposed sections 11532(c), (c)(2), and (c)(4) are amended to delete the word “GED.” This is necessary to clarify that the term GED refers to the current GED Test adopted by ACE. Any newly developed assessment that leads to a California high school equivalency certificate will be referred to as “an assessment” approved by the SBE for the purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate.
Proposed sections 11532(c)(2) and (c)(4) are amended to delete the words “GED” and “battery.” This is necessary to clarify that the term GED refers to the current GED Test adopted by ACE. This is also necessary to clarify that a new assessment approved by the SBE will not be described as a test battery. 
Economic Impact Analysis PER GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 11346.3(b)
Significant, statewide adverse economic impact directly affecting business including the ability of California businesses to compete with businesses in other states: There will be no impact on business because the regulations relate only to testing centers. The proposed regulations eliminate the requirement for CDE to use the GED Test owned by ACE. 
The CDE may recommend for approval a different assessment which may be administered for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate.
Cost impacts on a representative private person or businesses: The SBE is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative private person or business would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with the proposed action. 

Adoption of these regulations may: (1) create, but not eliminate jobs within California;( 2) create new businesses, but not eliminate existing businesses within California; or (3) affect the expansion of businesses currently doing business with California by increasing the number of approved testing centers that will offer a new test that leads to a California high school equivalency certificate. Currently, the GED Test is the only way to obtain a California high school equivalency certificate; however, the amended regulations will permit the CDE to recommend for approval a different assessment which may be administered for purposes of issuing a California high school equivalency certificate. Testing centers will be able to offer test takers other options to obtain a California high school equivalency certificate.

The benefits of the regulations include promoting social equity by exploring options to develop a new assessment, preventing future increased test taker fees instituted with the CBT delivery system, and ensuring the broad availability of the new assessment in California. Some testing centers may close due to the new requirements as anticipated, harm or hardship may be placed on those adult learners who might rely on that testing center to provide support and opportunities to take the GED Test. The CDE believes that this new approach does not support testing centers, particularly the needs of test takers, and is willing to recommend for approval a different assessment using the CDE’s competitive bid process that will lead to a California high school equivalency certificate.  
Effect on housing costs: There will be no impact to housing costs because the regulations relate only to testing centers.

Effect on small business: The proposed regulations would not have an effect on any small businesses in California because the current test provider is not a California business and may not be a “small” business. Otherwise, the proposed regulations are not likely to affect the testing centers which are local public entities that will continue offering a state approved assessment. 

OTHER REQUIRED SHOWINGS 
Studies, Reports or Documents Relied Upon – Gov. Code. Section 11346.2(b)(3):

The SBE did not rely upon any technical, theoretical, or empirical studies, reports, or documents in proposing the adoption, amendment, or repeal of these regulations. 

Reasonable Alternatives Considered Or Agency’s Reasons For Rejecting Those Alternatives – Gov. Code Section 11346.2(b)(5)(A):

No other alternatives were presented to or considered by the SBE.

The existing regulations must be revised in order for the SBE to consider any other alternatives to the current GED Test. 

Reasonable Alternatives That Would Lessen The Impact On Small Businesses – Gov. Code Section 11346.2(b)(5)(B):

The SBE has not identified any alternatives that would lessen any adverse impact on small business.

Evidence Relied Upon To Support the Initial Determination That the Regulations Will Not Have A Significant Adverse Economic Impact on Business – Gov. Code Section 11346.2(b)(6): 
The proposed regulations will expand or create opportunities in California for other assessments by eliminating the requirement for approval and use of only the GED Test owned by ACE to issue a California high school equivalency certificate. The available information does not indicate that this will harm any existing small businesses, and it may create new business opportunities for small businesses that wish to offer the new assessment.
Analysis of Whether The Regulations Are An Efficient And Effective Means Of Implementing The Law In The Least Burdensome Manner – Gov. Code Section 11346.3(e)

The regulations have been determined to be the most efficient and effective means of implementing the law in the least burdensome manner.

The proposed regulations are necessary in order for the CDE to explore other assessment options and discover additional pathways that lead to a California high school equivalency certificate. 
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· The State Board of Education has illustrated changes to the original text in the following manner: text originally proposed to be added is underlined; text proposed to be deleted is displayed in strikeout. 

Title 5. EDUCATION

Division 1. California Department of Education

Chapter 11. Special Programs

Subchapter 8. High School Proficiency Certificates

Article 2. High School Equivalency Certificate (G.E.D.) – 

for Persons 18 Years of Age or Older

§ 11530. Definitions.


(a) “Resident of this State” means a person who either presently lives in the State of California, or who has his domicile in California in accordance with the criteria established in Government Code section 244.

(b) “A general educational development test” means a specific series of the General Educational Development Test adopted by the General Educational Development Testing Service of the American Council on Education.

(c) “A score equal to the standard of performance expected” means the following: For examinees that take the GED in the English Language prior to January 1, 2002 and for examinees that take the GED in the Spanish language prior to January 1, 2003, the standard for passage is a standard score of not less than 40 on each of the 5 tests and a total standard score of not less than 225 on the 5 tests of the battery. Beginning January 1, 2002, the standard for passage for the English Language version of the battery is a standard score of not less than 410 on each of the 5 tests and a total average standard score of not less than 450 for the entire battery. Beginning January 1, 2003, the standard for passage for the Spanish language version of the GED is a standard score of not less than 410 on each of the 5 tests and a total average standard score of not less than 450 for the entire battery.

(d) “Testing center approved by the California Department of Education” means a testing center recognized as an official testing facility by the American Council on Education, General Educational Development Testing Service and its Overseas Branch.


(b)(e) The “Fee” referred to in Education Code section 51421(a) shall be $20.00 and shall be submitted by the examinee at the time of initial registration for a general educational development test. to accompany each application for an equivalency certificate shall be $20.00 and shall be nonrefundable irrespective of whether or not a California High School Equivalency Certificate is granted. This fee shall be charged only once for a given series of the General Educational Development Test.

(c)(f) “Certificate” means a document containing the words “California High School Equivalency Certificate.”
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 51426, Education Code. Reference: Sections 51420, 51421 and 51425, Education Code.
§ 11531. Approval of General Educational Development Testing Centers.


(a) A General Educational Development Ttesting Ccenter may be approved by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to administer tests for purposes of Education Code section 51420 provided it has complied with all of the following:

(1) Fulfilled the requirements of the General Educational Development Testing Service.



(1)(2) Provided the California Department of Education (CDE) with all required information indicating: 

(A) Name of Institutional Chief Administrative Officer and title, 

(B) Name of Chief Examiner and Alternate Examiner(s) and their titles, 

(C) Name of testing facility, 

(D) Contracting agency or school district, 

(E) Address of the testing center. 

(2)(3) Agreed to comply with all test security requirements provided by the CDE. and to maintain all required records regarding tests and testing activities. 

(3)(4) Agreed to provide each examinee with his or her test scores. 

(4)(5) Agreed to inspection by authorized representatives of the CDE or other agency performing the same function outside of California.

(b) The SSPI may suspend or revoke the approval, or deny renewal of an approval, of any center for failure or refusal to maintain any one or more of the standards described in subdivision (a) of this section.
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 51426, Education Code. Reference: Sections 51420, 51422 and 51423, Education Code
§ 11532. Eligibility to Take a GED General Educational Development Test.


(a) A person is eligible to take a general educational development test no sooner than 60 days prior to the date he or she is eligible to receive a certificate pursuant to Education Code Ssection 51420(c).

(b) The 60 day limitation in subdivision (a) does not apply to any person who is 17 years of age or older who has been out of school for at least 60 days and who submits a letter of request for the test from the military, a postsecondary educational institution or a prospective employer.

(c) Any person who is 17 years of age or older who is incarcerated in a California state or county correctional facility and who meets the following criteria is eligible to take the a GED general educational development test:

(1) The person does not have a realistic chance of completing the requirements for a high school diploma. 

(2) The person has adequate academic skills to successfully complete the a GED general educational development test battery. 

(3) The person understands the options available regarding acquisition of a high school diploma, the high school equivalency certificate or the high school proficiency certificate, and the requirements, expectations, benefits and limitations of each option.


(4) The person has sufficient commitment time left to complete the an entire GED general educational development test battery before release; or if released before completion of the test, may complete testing at an authorized testing center. 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 51426, Education Code. Reference: Sections 51420 and 51422, Education Code
2-8-13 [California Department of Education]
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