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Local Control and Accountability Planning Resources
Overview

An outcome of the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) is the increased level of local flexibility to determine which programs and/or services have the greatest likelihood of ensuring that each student will succeed in relation to each LCFF state priority. This represents a significant shift from the system of state categorical funding. Previously, local educational agencies (LEAs) received multiple funding streams, each earmarked for specific programs or for specific student groups, and each with a distinct set of accountability requirements.

In exchange for the flexibility, the LCFF model requires greater local responsibility for selecting appropriate and effective programs. This presents an opportunity for LEAs to better integrate programs and services, but it requires the availability of sufficient information to make complex decisions and to plan effectively for implementation and monitoring.

Program advocates have come forward to express concern about how to ensure that LEAs have the information needed to plan effectively. California Department of Education (CDE) staff have begun conversations with various groups to suggest guidance for making information available in formats that will assist LEAs to develop their Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP). Generally, the recommended format includes summary information about the effectiveness of programs or strategies relative to one or more state priority, data indicating effectiveness with one or more student groups, and resources of both a scholarly and practical nature. 
Arts Education

Malissa Feruzzi Shriver, Director of the Frank Gehry Foundation and former Chair of the California Arts Council (http://www.cac.ca.gov/index.php), and Dr. James S. Catterall, Professor Emeritus from the University of California at Los Angeles and Director of the Centers for Research on Creativity (http://www.croc-lab.org/), will present on ways to integrate arts programming within the LCAP. Furthermore, they will discuss how arts education, as a program and service, engages low-income students. 
In addition to the presentation on arts education, supplementary resources developed to support the planning process will be made available. For example, the California Alliance for Arts Education has created a LCFF Toolkit intended to highlight the benefits of arts education and the ways in which local school districts can integrate the arts into their LCFF and LCAP planning activities. The resources provide information about how arts education aligns with the LCFF state priorities and contributes to positive student outcomes. 

Specifically, the LCFF Toolkit consists of a customizable PowerPoint and talking points that can be used for a three-minute presentation to a local school board; a sample letter to a local school board that highlights the benefits of arts education and how it can be integrated in the local planning process; and a flyer that can be redistributed to educate parents, students, teachers, administrators, and community members about the benefits of arts education. 

The arts education LCFF Toolkit can be retrieved from the California Alliance for the Arts Education Web page at http://www.artsed411.org/action_center/LCFF_Toolkit. 
Families in Schools
Parent and community engagement is integral to a successful LCAP process and setting and achieving meaningful goals for student outcomes. Families in Schools is an organization that is working with LEAs and parents to build capacity for successful engagement. They have produced materials to help model what districts can do under LCFF to meet the state priority on parent engagement and support good LCAP engagement processes. Oscar Cruz, the President and CEO of Families in Schools, will speak about their work, recommendations, and materials. Additional information on the Families in Schools organization and access to the LCAP planning resources can be accessed at the following link: http://www.familiesinschools.org/.
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