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	SUBJECT

Consideration of Requests for Determination of Funding as Required for Nonclassroom-based Charter Schools Pursuant to California Education Code Sections 47612.5 and 47634.2, and Associated California Code of Regulations, Title 5.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE

California Education Code (EC) sections 47612.5 and 47634.2 established the eligibility requirements for apportionment funding for charter schools that offer Nonclassroom-based instruction. The statutes specify that a charter school may receive apportionment funding for Nonclassroom-based instruction only if a determination of funding is made by the State Board of Education (SBE). The California Department of Education (CDE) reviews a charter school’s determination of funding request and presents it for consideration to the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS), pursuant to relevant California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR).
RECOMMENDATION

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the requests for funding determinations and the periods specified for the Nonclassroom-based charter schools as listed on Attachment 1.
Advisory Commission on Charter Schools Recommendation

The ACCS met on February 7, 2014, and voted unanimously to move the CDE’s staff recommendation to the SBE for the determination of funding requests for the charter schools identified in Attachment 1.
BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE

Each of the Nonclassroom-based charter schools listed in Attachment 1 submitted a request to obtain a determination of full funding by the SBE to establish eligibility for receiving apportionment funding.

Pursuant to 5 CCR Section 11963.4(a), a Nonclassroom-based charter school may qualify for either seventy percent, eighty-five percent, 100 percent full funding, or they could be denied. The CDE reviewed the charter schools’ requests and has determined that all of these requests meet the criteria for a proposed recommendation of 100 percent based on the following criteria:
· Spend at least 40 percent of the school’s public revenues on salaries and benefits for all employees who possess a valid teaching certificate.
· Spend at least 80 percent of all revenues on instruction and related services.
· The ratio of average daily attendance for independent study pupils to full-time certificated employees cannot exceed a pupil–teacher ratio of 25:1 or the pupil–teacher ratio of the largest unified school district in the county or counties in which the charter school operates.

5 CCR Section 11963.6(c) specifies that a determination of funding shall be for a minimum of two years and a maximum of five years in length. 

5 CCR Section 11963.6(a) requires a determination of two years for a new charter school in its first year of operation. 

EC Section 47612.5(d)(2) requires a determination of five years for a charter school that has achieved a rank of six or greater on the Academic Performance Index for the two years immediately prior to receiving a determination of funding.  

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

The SBE is responsible for approving a determination of funding to establish eligibility for apportionment funding for charter schools that offer Nonclassroom-based instruction. The CDE notes that this request is a recurring action item for the SBE.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE) 

If approved, the charter schools listed in Attachment 1 would receive apportionment funding under the Local Control Funding Formula model. 
ATTACHMENT

Attachment 1:
California Department of Education Proposed Determination of Funding Recommendation (4 Pages)

California Department of Education

Proposed Determination of Funding Recommendation

Proposed Recommendation–New Charter Schools 

	County- District- School Code
	Charter

Authorizer
	County
	Charter School
	First Year 

of

Operation
	Charter Funding

Request
	CDE 

Proposed

Recommendation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18-64162-6010763
	Raven-Termo Elementary
	Lassen
	Long Valley Charter School
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	19-64469-0128736
	Duarte USD
	Los Angeles
	Opportunities for Learning–Duarte
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	19-65169-0128728
	Wiseburn Elementary
	Los Angeles
	Da Vinci Innovation Academy
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	31-66852-0127902
	Newcastle Elementary
	Placer
	Squaw Valley Preparatory
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	31-66852-0128751
	Newcastle Elementary
	Placer
	California Pacific Charter School-Newcastle
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	31-75085-0128561
	Rocklin USD
	Placer
	Rocklin Independent Charter Academy
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	33-10330-0128397
	Riverside County Office of Education
	Riverside
	Come Back Kids
	2013-14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	36-67736-0128439
	Helendale
	San Bernardino
	Empire Springs Charter School
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	37-67967-0128595
	Alpine Union Elementary
	San Diego
	AEALAS Endeavour Academy
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	37-68031-0126110
	Coronado USD
	San Diego
	Coronado Pathways Charter School
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	37-68049-0127167
	Dehesa Elementary
	San Diego
	Community Montessori Charter School
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	37-68163-0128421
	Julian Union Elementary


	San Diego
	Harbor Springs Charter School
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	37-68213-01270351
	Mountain Empire USD
	San Diego
	AA & S El Cajon Elementary
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years

 
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)



	37-68338-0128744
	San Diego USD
	San Diego
	Laurel Preparatory Academy
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	42-69112-0127704
	Blochman Union
	Santa Barbara
	Visions Academy Charter School
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	50-10504-0129023
	Stanislaus County Office of Education
	Stanislaus
	Stanislaus Alternative Charter School
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)

	51-71415-0129007
	Meridian
	Sutter
	California Virtual Academy @ Sutter
	2013–14
	100% for 2 Years
	*100% for 2 Years (2013–14 thru 2014–15)


*– Pursuant to 5 CCR Section 11963.6(a), a funding determination for a charter school in its first year of operation shall be for two fiscal years. 

Proposed Recommendation–Continuing Charter Schools

	County- District- School Code
	Charter

Authorizer
	County
	Charter School
	API Ranking Requirements Met?
	Charter Funding

Request
	CDE 

Proposed

Recommendation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29-10298-0126219
	Nevada County Office of Education
	Nevada
	Forest Charter
	No
	100% for 5 Years
	*100% for 3 Years (2014–15 thru 2016–17)

	36-67587-0120592
	Adelanto
	San Bernardino
	Alta Vista Public Charter
	**N/A
	100% for 4 Years
	100% for 4 Years (2014–15 thru 2017–18)

	44-69799-4430229


	Pajaro Valley USD
	Santa Cruz
	Pacific Coast Charter 
	No
	100% for 5 Years
	*100% for 4 Years (2014–15 thru 2017–18)

	45-69955-0121640
	Cottonwood Union
	Shasta
	Cottonwood Creek Charter
	Yes
	100% for 5 Years 
	100% for 5 Years (2014–15 thru 2018–19)

	58-72728-6115935
	Camptonville USD
	Yuba
	Camptonville Academy
	No
	100% for 5 Years
	*100% for 4 Years (2014–15 thru 2017–18)


*–EC Section 47612.5(d)(2) requires a determination of five years for a charter school that has achieved a rank of six or greater on the API for the two years (2011-12 and 2012-13) immediately prior to receiving a determination of funding.

**N/A: Not applicable to Funding Determination Request of less than five years.
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