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	SUBJECT
Request by six local educational agencies to waive portions of California Education Code Section 52055.740(a), regarding class size reduction requirements under the Quality Education Investment Act. 

Waiver Numbers:
Mt. Diablo Unified School District 25-12-2013
Mt. Diablo Unified School District 26-12-2013
Oakland Unified School District 4-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 5-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 6-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 7-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 8-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 9-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 10-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 11-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 12-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 13-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 14-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 15-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 16-1-2014
Oakland Unified School District 17-1-2014
San Jose Unified School District 33-12-2013
San Jose Unified School District 34-12-2013
Santa Ana Unified School District 35-12-2013
Santa Ana Unified School District 36-12-2013
Santa Ana Unified School District 37-12-2013
Santa Ana Unified School District 38-12-2013
Santa Maria-Bonita School District 18-12-2013
Santa Paula Unified School District 16-12-2013
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES


See Attachments 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45, and 47 for details.
Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050
	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
See Attachments 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45, and 47 for details.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Class Size Reduction
Schools participating in the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) program were monitored by their county offices of education for compliance with program requirements for the first time at the end of the 2008–09 school year. At that time, local educational agencies were required to demonstrate one-third progress toward full implementation of program requirements. Monitoring for compliance with second-year program requirements was completed to ensure that schools made two-thirds progress toward full implementation in the 2009–10 school year. QEIA schools were required to demonstrate full compliance with all program requirements at the end of the 2010–11 school year.
QEIA schools are required to reduce class sizes by 5 students compared to class sizes in the base year (either 2005–06 or 2006–07), or to an average of 25 students per classroom, whichever is lower, with no more than 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size. The calculation is done by grade level, as each grade level has a target average class size based on QEIA class size reduction (CSR) rules. For small schools with a single classroom at each grade level, some grade level targets may be very low. If, for example, a school had a single grade four classroom of 15 students in 2005–06, the school’s target QEIA class size for grade four is 10 students. Absent a waiver, an unusually low grade level target may result in a greater number of combination classes at the school, or very small classes at the grade level, which is prohibitively costly and may result in withdrawal or termination from the program.

QEIA schools are required to not increase any other (non-core) class sizes in the school above the size used during the 2005–06 school year.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC Section 33051(a), available at http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=33051.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATEBOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The California Department of Education (CDE) Waiver Office has previously presented requests to the State Board of Education (SBE) to waive the CSR target as defined by QEIA. Over 90 percent of CSR waiver requests previously presented have requested adjusted class size averages of 25.0 or lower, and have indicated a commitment to meeting that target for the life of the grant; because of the current fiscal climate, these have been approved by the SBE. A small number of CSR waiver requests have proposed CSR targets above 25.0; these have been denied. However, it is noted that QEIA is supplemental funding. Therefore, the CDE will continue to weigh QEIA CSR in the context of fiscal changes. If class sizes are generally decreased in the coming year, the CDE would expect proportional decreases in QEIA class sizes.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There are no statewide costs as a result of waiver approval. If the waiver is denied, the school must implement the CSR targets based on statute requirements to stay in the program. Any school in the program not meeting those targets will risk the loss of future funding. The QEIA statute calls for any undistributed annual QEIA funding to be redistributed to other schools currently in the program (no new schools are funded).
	ATTACHMENT(S)
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Waiver Number: 25-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2013, to June 29, 2015

            Period Recommended: July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2014

Mt. Diablo High School


     CDS Code:  07 61754 0734566
Mt. Diablo Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Mt. Diablo Unified School District (USD) is a suburban district located in Contra Costa County with a student population of approximately 32,000 students. Mt. Diablo High School (HS) serves 1,300 students in grades nine through twelve. Monitoring performed by the Contra Costa County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were fully met by Mt. Diablo HS in school year 2012–13, but the district is asking for an alternative QEIA CSR target for school years 2013–14 and 2014–15. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 17.4, 22.6, 20.1, and 20.0 in grades nine through twelve, respectively.

Mt. Diablo USD states that student enrollment attrition enabled the school to create student schedules and remain at or under the very low CSR targets, but now students do not want to leave and enrollment is increasing.  Additionally, the district began a high school newcomer program for English language learners (World Academy) and enrollment is growing faster than predicted.  The district states that while it could add additional sections, the school is experiencing difficulty finding highly qualified teachers to teach the plethora of specialized part-time jobs that would be created by adding these sections.  

The district states that increasing CSR targets would provide the school with enough flexibility to keep students at their home school and build increased flexibility in scheduling placement of every student in the Career Tech Education academies. Further, the district considered assigning students to other schools that are not in their community, but parents, students, and staff would prefer students to remain at their home school because they recognize the importance of the community connection to the school for parents and students.  In addition, the connection for high school students can be a tipping point for involvement in co-curricular or extra-curricular activities because moving students outside of their community school can impede parent involvement and keep students from achieving success.

Mt. Diablo USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades nine through twelve at Mt. Diablo HS for school years 2013–14 and 2014–15, and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 25.0 students on average in core classes in grades nine through twelve.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Mt. Diablo USD’s request to increase its CSR targets for grades nine through twelve at Mt. Diablo HS for school year 2013–14.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades nine through twelve at Mt. Diablo HS for school year 2013–14; (2) Mt. Diablo HS increases enrollment to 25.0 students on average in core classes in grades nine through twelve; 
(3) No core class in grades nine through twelve may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Mt. Diablo USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Mt. Diablo HS Schoolsite Council on December 16, 2013.

Opposed by Mt. Diablo Education Association, December 17, 2013.

Local Board Approval: December 16, 2013.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0761754
Waiver Number: 25-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/18/2013 1:14:46 PM
Local Education Agency: Mt. Diablo Unified School District 
Address: 1936 Carlotta Dr.
Concord, CA 94519
Start: 7/1/2013

End: 6/29/2015
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (C)For classes in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science courses in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

[(i)At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

(ii)An average of 25 pupils per classroom.]

(iii)For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject-specific classrooms in that grade at the schoolsite. [If the subject-specific classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph.]A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Mt. Diablo High School’s current QEIA CSR target averages for English, ELD, mathematics, history-social science, and science grades nine through twelve are 17, 22, 20, and 20, respectively. Monitoring performed by the Contra Costa County Office of Education indicates that the Class Size Reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were fully met by Mt. Diablo HS for 2012-13 but the school is on track to not meet the targets for 2013-2014.  We are requesting an increase in core class size averages, grades 9 – 12 to 25:1.

Historically student enrollment attrition at Mt. Diablo HS enabled the school to meet these very low targets.   The school now has a delightful dilemma – students do not want to leave, and enrollment is increasing slightly.  While small, the attrition enabled the school to create student schedules and remain at or under the class size averages.  Additionally, the Mt. Diablo Unified School District began a high school newcomer program for English Language Learners (World Academy).  This program is located at Mt. Diablo High School.  Enrollment in the World Academy is growing at rates we were not able to predict.  While the district could add additional sections, the school is experiencing difficulty finding highly qualified teachers to teach the 

plethora of specialized tiny (one or two sections per course) part-time jobs that would be created by adding these sections.  

An increase in the class size averages, grades 9 – 12 to 25:1 will provide the school with enough flexibility to keep students at their home school.  The increase in class size for core content classes will also build in increased flexibility in scheduling that better supports the school’s wall-to-wall academies.  This year, for the first time, every student at Mt. Diablo HS is a member of an academy with a defined CTE pathway (with the exception of World Academy).  This was gradually implemented at Mt. Diablo beginning in the 2010 – 2011 school year and is directly related to the school’s increase in API from 618 to 679 in years 2009 to 2013.  Increasing core class size averages will enable staff to have more flexibility in placing students in academies and assist the school with continuing this positive trend.

The central office and school administration considered overflowing students to other high schools that are not their community school.  Parents, students, and staff would prefer students to remain at their home school.  We recognize the importance of the community connection to the school for parents and students.  For high school students the connection can be a tipping point for involvement in co-curricular or extra- curricular activities.  Moving students outside of their community school can impede parent involvement.  Mt. Diablo’s ability to keep students in their community school is important for student success and to support ongoing improvements. 

Student Population: 1300
City Type: Suburban
Public Hearing Date: 12/16/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper, at the District office, and on the District’s website as part of the posted Board agenda. It was also posted at the school.
Local Board Approval Date: 12/16/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/16/2013
Community Council Objection: Y
Community Council Objection Explanation: Not able to see the online submission, concerns about loss of teachers next year
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Lorie O'Brien
Position: Assist. Dir. Categoricals and School Support
E-mail: obrienl@mdusd.org
Telephone: 925-682-8000 x4034
Fax: 925-689-0597
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/17/2013

Name: Mt. Diablo Education Association

Representative: Guy Moore

Title: President

Position: Oppose

Comments: no assurance that class sizes will not increase to 25 to 1 levels and result in teachers being laid

Waiver Number: 26-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2013, to June 29, 2015

            Period Recommended: July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2014

Oak Grove Middle School


     CDS Code:  07 61754 6004196
Mt. Diablo Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Mt. Diablo Unified School District (USD) is a suburban district located in Contra Costa County with a student population of approximately 32,000 students. Oak Grove Middle School (MS) serves 682 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Contra Costa County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were fully met by Oak Grove MS in school year 2012–13, but the district is asking for an alternative QEIA CSR target for school years 2013–14 and 2014–15. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 19.1, 23.7, and 20.1, in grades six through eight, respectively.

Mt. Diablo USD states that the low CSR targets are creating unique scheduling and enrollment issues as recent trends show increasing mid-year enrollment. The district further states that while it could add additional class sections, mid-year hiring creates difficulty with finding highly qualified teachers willing to come on board to teach part-time. The district also states that while school staff recognizes the benefit of small class sizes, the current class size restrictions impede the school’s ability to appropriately place a student in an intervention or advanced core class appropriate to his or her needs, thus inadvertently becoming a barrier to equal access for students. Additionally, the district says it has begun a middle school newcomer program for English language learners (World Academy) at Oak Grove MS and enrollment is growing faster than predicted. Lastly, the district says that moving students outside of their community school impedes parent involvement and access so critical at a Title I school with a predominately English learner population, and would also interfere with the important early adolescent development of identity and forming positive peer groups. 

Mt. Diablo USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades six through eight at Oak Grove MS for school years 2013–14 and 2014–15, and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 25.0 students on average in core classes in grades six through eight.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Mt. Diablo USD’s request to increase its CSR targets for grades six through eight at Oak Grove MS for school year 2013–14.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades six through eight at Oak Grove MS for school year 2013–14; (2) Oak Grove MS increases enrollment to 25.0 students on average in core classes in grades six through eight; (3) No core class in grades six through eight may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Mt. Diablo USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Oak Grove MS Schoolsite Council on December 17, 2013.

Opposed by Mt. Diablo Education Teachers Association, December 17, 2013.

Local Board Approval: December 16, 2013.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0761754
Waiver Number: 26-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/18/2013 1:29:00 PM
Local Education Agency: Mt. Diablo Unified School District 
Address: 1936 Carlotta Dr.
Concord, CA 94519
Start: 7/1/2013

End: 6/29/2015
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (C)For classes in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science courses in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

[(i)At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

(ii)An average of 25 pupils per classroom.]

(iii)For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject-specific classrooms in that grade at the schoolsite. [If the subject-specific classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph.] A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Oak Grove Middle School’s current QEIA CSR target averages for English, ELD, mathematics, history-social science, and science grades six through eight are 19.1, 23.7, and 20.1, respectively. Monitoring performed by the Contra Costa County Office of Education indicates that the Class Size Reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were fully met by Oak Grove MS for 2012-13 and, at the time of the writing of this waiver request, the school is on track to meet the targets for 2013-2014.  However, if mid-year enrollment continues to follow recent trends, the school may find itself unable to continue to meet these excessively low targets.  While the district could add additional sections, mid-year hiring creates difficulty with finding highly qualified teachers willing to come on board to teach the specialized tiny (one or two sections per course) part-time jobs that would be created by adding these sections.  Additionally, the excessively small classes that are necessary to maintain these grade level averages are creating unique scheduling and enrollment issues.  We are requesting an increase in core class size averages, grades 6 – 8 to 25:1.

Oak Grove Middle School staff recognizes the benefit of small class sizes, however in the quest to ensure equity for all students, the current class size restrictions impede the school’s ability to appropriately place a student in an intervention or advanced core class appropriate to their needs.   Very small core class size averages have inadvertently become a barrier to equal access for students. If a student enrolls after September, staff often has the challenge of developing an appropriate schedule for students.  Due to the small class sizes needed to achieve the low target averages, these more specialized classes fill quickly.  Additionally, the Mt. Diablo Unified School District began a middle school newcomer program for English Language Learners (World Academy).  This program is located at Oak Grove Middle School.  Enrollment in the World Academy is growing at rates we were not able to predict. 

The central office and school administration are considering overflowing students to other middle schools that are not their community school if class sizes continue to rise.  Except for those cases where parents chose a transfer under School Choice transfer (NCLB), parents, students, and staff would prefer students to remain at their home school.  We recognize the importance of the community connection to the school for parents and students.  For middle school students the connection is an important one in their emerging adolescent identity and forming positive peer groups.  Moving students outside of their community school can impede the parent involvement and access that is so critical at a Title I school with a predominately English learner population.  Oak Grove’s ability to keep students in their community school is important for student success and to support ongoing improvements.

Student Population: 682
City Type: Suburban
Public Hearing Date: 12/16/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper, post at District office,  and on the District’s website as part of the posted Board agenda. It was also posted at the school.
Local Board Approval Date: 12/16/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/17/2013
Community Council Objection: Y
Community Council Objection Explanation: Skepticism about the waiver, the purpose of the chagne in class, and how it will benefit the school.
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Lorie O'Brien
Position: Assist. Dir. Categoricals and School Support
E-mail: obrienl@mdusd.org
Telephone: 925-682-8000 x4034
Fax: 925-689-0597
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/17/2013

Name: Mt. Diablo Education Association

Representative: Guy Moore

Title: President

Position: Oppose

Comments: no assurance that class sizes will not increase to 25 to 1 levels and result in teachers being laid

Waiver Number: 4-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

ACORN Woodland Elementary School

     CDS Code:  01 61259 6002273
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. ACORN Woodland Elementary School (ES) serves 267 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicated that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by ACORN Woodland ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 18.0 and 21.0 in grades four and five, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that ACORN Woodland ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in specific grade levels than expected. The district adds that the school made an effort to accommodate increased enrollment in kindergarten from neighborhood families during the course of the year, but alternative school placement options created a hardship for parents to transport their children. Furthermore, the district states that the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected for grades one through four. However, the district states that accommodating these students only slightly increased the grade level average.

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grades one through four at ACORN Woodland ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 21.0, 22.0, 24.0, and 21.0 students per class in core classes in kindergarten and grades one through three, respectively, and 19.0 students on average in core classes in grade four.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grades one through four at ACORN Woodland ES for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to kindergarten and grades one through four at ACORN Woodland ES for school year 

2012–13; (2) ACORN Woodland ES increases enrollment to 21.0, 22.0, 24.0, and 21.0 students per class in core classes in kindergarten and grades one through three, respectively, and 19.0 students on average in core classes in grade four for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by ACORN Woodland ES Schoolsite Council on December 16, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 4-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 1:51:20 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Acorn Woodland Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13.  Nonetheless, more students were enrolled in the site in specific grade levels than expected for different reasons. The school made an effort to accommodate increased kindergarten students that enrolled during the course of the year from neighborhood families for which alternative school placement options would have been a hardship for transportation, increasing the grade level average slightly. For grades one, three and four, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends was less than expected.  The attrition rate for Acorn Woodland for 2011-12 was 21.1% and for 2012-13 was 15.0%.  In the case of grade 2, the bilingual program needs of a specific number of students 

resulted in a class size of 23.4 that could not have otherwise been mitigated, necessitating the waiver request for grade 2.

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Acorn Woodland Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 20.44 for kindergarten be increased to 21 students; 

> 20.44 for 1st grade increased to 22 students; 

> 20.44 for 2nd grade increased to 24 students; 

> 20.44 for 3rd grade increased to 21 students; 

> 18.0 for 4th grade be increased to 19 students :

Acorn Woodland provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 267
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/16/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 5-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Bridges Academy at Melrose Elementary School
     CDS Code:  01 61259 6002075
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Bridges Academy at Melrose Elementary School (ES) serves 381 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Bridges Academy at Melrose ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 14.3 and 22.5 in grades four and five, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that Bridges Academy at Melrose ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in grades two and three than expected. The district adds that based on prior year trends, the estimated percentage of students to attrition was 10 percent less than expected, resulting in slight overages. In addition, the district states that due to the high concentration of Spanish-speaking families in the neighborhood and the lack of adequate bilingual programming in surrounding schools, Bridges Academy at Melrose ES attempted to accommodate the enrollment needs of these families.

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades two and three at Bridges Academy at Melrose ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 22.0 and 21.0 students per class in core classes in grades two and three, respectively.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for grades two and three at Bridges Academy at Melrose ES for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades two and three at Bridges Academy at Melrose ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Bridges Academy at Melrose ES increases enrollment to 22.0 and 21.0 students per class in core classes in grades two and three, respectively, for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Bridges Academy at Melrose ES Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.
Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 5-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 2:29:30 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Bridges Academy at Melrose Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13.  Nonetheless, more students were enrolled in the site than expected in grades two and three.  Due to the high concentration of Spanish Speaking Families in the neighborhood and the lack of adequate bilingual programming in surrounding schools, Bridges attempted to accommodate the enrollment needs of neighborhood families requiring a bilingual program.  Additionally, for grades two and three, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected.  The attrition rate for Bridges Academy in 2011-12 was 26.3% and in 2012-13 it was 16.3%, which was a significant reduction in the attrition of students from one grade to the next, resulting in the slight overages.

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Bridges Academy at Melrose Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 20.44 for 2nd grade increased to 22 students; 

> 20.44 for 3rd grade increased to 21 students 

Bridges Academy at Melrose Elementary School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 381
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 6-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Brookfield Elementary School

     CDS Code:  01 61259 6001663
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Brookfield Elementary School (ES) serves 367 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Brookfield ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 23.0 and 25.0 in grades four and five, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that Brookfield ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in kindergarten and grade one than expected. The district adds that the school made an effort to accommodate the kindergarten students from the neighborhood because the school is located in an isolated section of the city and alternative school placement options created a hardship for parents to transport their children. Furthermore, the district states that enrollment had substantially decreased, but between school years 2011–12 and 2012–13, enrollment increased 18 percent and caused a single grade one class to reach 21.4 students which could not be mitigated. 

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grade one at Brookfield ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 23.0 and 22.0 students per class in core classes in kindergarten and grade one, respectively.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grade one at Brookfield ES for school year 

2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to kindergarten and grade one at Brookfield ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Brookfield ES increases enrollment to 23.0 and 22.0 students per class in core classes in kindergarten and grade one, respectively, for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Brookfield ES Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 6-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 2:38:23 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Brookfield Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13.  Nonetheless, more students were enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons. The school made an effort to accommodate increased kindergarten students that enrolled during the course of the year from neighborhood families for which alternative school placement options would have been a hardship for transportation, increasing the grade level average slightly.  The school is located in an isolated section of the city, whereby surrounding schools are located at a distance difficult for public transportation and already hosting impacted enrollment.  

For grade one, due to a substantial loss in students at a rate that grew from 18.4% in 2011-12 to 38.6% in 2012-13.  This resulted in a staffing consolidation for which the subsequent year enrollment increase in one 1st grade class reached 21.4 and could not otherwise be mitigated.

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Brookfield Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 20.44 for kindergarten increased to 23 students; 

> 20.44 for 1st grade increased to 22 students

Brookfield Elementary School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 367
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 7-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Frick Middle School


     CDS Code:  01 61259 6057020
Oakland Unified School District 
Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Frick Middle School (MS) serves 353 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Frick MS in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 18.7, 20.8, and 23.5 in grades six through eight, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that Frick MS made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled than expected. The district adds that for grade seven, the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected; however, accommodating these students only increased the grade level average by 0.1 students.

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR target for grade seven at Frick MS for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 21.0 students on average in core classes in grade seven.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR target for grade seven at Frick MS for school year 2012–13.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grade seven at Frick MS for school year 2012–13; (2) Frick MS increases enrollment to 21.0 students on average in core classes in grade seven for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades six through eight may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Frick MS Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.
Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.
Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 7-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 2:49:53 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Frick Middle School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons. For grade seven, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends was less than expected. 

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Frick Middle School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 20.77 for 7th grade increased to 21 students

Frick Middle School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 353
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 8-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Garfield Elementary School 


     CDS Code:  01 61259 6001846
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Garfield Elementary School (ES) serves 582 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Garfield ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 for kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 25.0 in grades four and five.
Oakland USD states that Garfield ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled than expected. The district adds that the school made an effort to accommodate students that enrolled in grades one and two, based on five school closures in the prior year, for which alternative school placement options created a hardship for parents to transport their children. The district adds that Garfield ES provides a bilingual program for students and there are limited alternatives in surrounding schools. Furthermore, the district states that the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected for grades one and two. Students in grade five were consolidated based on scheduling requirements that, together with reduced attrition rates, resulted in a slight overage in one class by 1.6 students. Finally, the district states that even when no new students were enrolled as others withdrew, this did not ultimately reduce the class size averages to the prescribed target.

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades one, two, and five at Garfield ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 22.0 and 23.0 students per class in core classes in grades one and two, respectively, and 26.6 students on average in core classes in grade five.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for grades one, two, and five at Garfield ES for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades one, two, and five at Garfield ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Garfield ES increases enrollment to 22.0 and 23.0 students per class in core classes in grades one and two, respectively, and 26.6 students on average in core classes in grade five for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Garfield ES Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 8-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 2:58:41 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Garfield Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons.The school made an effort to accommodate 1st and 2nd grade students that enrolled based on a five school closures that took place the prior year for which alternative school placement options would have been a hardship for transportation, increasing the grade level average.  The student assignment office conducted ongoing monitoring of enrollment during the 2012-13 school year and did not enroll new students when others withdrew, however this did not ultimately reduce the class size averages to the prescribed target of 20.44 in grades 1 and 2. For grades one and two, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends was less than expected.  Additionally, Garfield provides a bilingual program to 

students that has limited alternatives in surrounding schools.  Students in 5th grade during 2012-13 were consolidated based on scheduling requirements that, together with reduced attrition rates, resulted in a slight overage in one 5th grade class of 1.6 students. 

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Garfield Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 20.44 for 1st grade increased to 22 students; 

> 20.44 for 2nd grade increased to 23 students;

> 25.00 for 5th grade increased to 26.6 students

Garfield Elementary School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 582
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 9-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Horace Mann Elementary School

     CDS Code:  01 61259 6001929
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Horace Mann Elementary School (ES) serves 582 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Horace Mann ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 19.0 and 16.0 in grades four and five, respectively.  
Oakland USD states that Horace Mann ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled than expected. The district adds that the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was 
2.6 percent less than expected for grades one through five. However, the district states that accommodating these students only slightly increased the grade level average.

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades one through five at Horace Mann ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 22.0, 23.0, and 23.0 students per class in core classes in grades one through three, respectively, and 21.0 students on average in core classes in grades four and five.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for grades one through five at Horace Mann ES for school year 
2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades one through five at Horace Mann ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Horace Mann ES increases enrollment to 22.0, 23.0, and 23.0 students per class in core classes in grades one through three, respectively, and 21.0 students on average in core classes in grades four and five for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 
30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Horace Mann ES Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 9-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 3:05:12 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Horace Mann  Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons.  For grade one through five, the school attempted to accommodate students within the neighborhood attending five schools closed by the district at the end of the 2011-12 school year.  The percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected.  The over-all attrition rate reduced from 34.3% to 31.7% resulting in slight 
over-ages for each respective grade level.  

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Horace Mann Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 20.44 for 1st grade increased to 22 students; 

> 20.44 for 2nd grade increased to 23 students;

> 20.44 for 3rd grade increased to 23 students;

> 19.0 for 4th grade increased to 21 students;

> 16.0 for 5th grade increased to 21 students

Horace Mann Elementary School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 582
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 10-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Madison Middle School 

                            CDS Code:  01 61259 6066450
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Madison Middle School (MS) serves 375 students in grades six through nine. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Madison MS in school year 
2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 19.8, 19.8, and 18.7 in grades six through eight, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that Madison MS made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled than expected. The district adds that for grade six, the school attempted to accommodate students for whom assignment to an alternate placement would have been a hardship based on transportation as the nearest middle school alternative is over two miles away. Also, the district states that for grade seven, the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected. Finally, the district states that the school is located in an isolated section of the city and has become increasingly popular with neighborhood families due to a grade configuration change now serving grades six through nine. The result of which, the district states, has been a much higher demand by families that live within 0.5 miles of the school; however, accommodating these students has resulted in a slight overage in grades six and seven at Madison MS.

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades six and seven at Madison MS for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 21.0 students on average in core classes in grades six and seven.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for grades six and seven at Madison MS for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades six and seven at Madison MS for school year 2012–13; (2) Madison MS increases enrollment to 21.0 students on average in core classes in grades six and seven for school year 
2012–13; (3) No core class in grades six through eight may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Madison MS Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.
Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 10-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 3:12:43 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Madison Middle School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons.  For grade six, the school attempted to accommodate students that enrolled during the course of the year for whom assignment to an alternate placement would have been a hardship based on transportation.  For grade seven, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends was less than expected.  The school is located in an isolated section of the city and has become increasingly popular with neighborhood families, due to a grade configuration change now serving grades 6-9, ultimately serving grades 6-12.  This has resulted in a much higher demand by families that live within 0.5 miles of the school campus.  The 

nearest middle school alternative is over two miles away.  This resulted in the slight overages in grades 6 and 7.

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Madison Middle School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 19.29 for 6th grade increased to 21 students;

> 19.83 for 7th grade increased to 21 students

Madison Middle School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 375
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 11-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Manzanita Community Elementary School

     CDS Code:  01 61259 6002042
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Manzanita Community Elementary School (ES) serves 342 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Manzanita Community ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 18.3 and 16.3 in grades four and five, respectively.
Oakland USD states that Manzanita Community ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled than expected. The district adds that the school made an effort to accommodate students that enrolled in grade one, based on five school closures in the prior year, for which alternative school placement options created a hardship for parents to transport their children. The district adds that Manzanita Community ES shares a campus with a dual immersion program that does not offer a bilingual program for students ineligible for the dual immersion program, creating very limited neighborhood seats for students requiring a bilingual program option. Further, the district states that due to a staffing consolidation in grade one and the requisite bilingual program configuration, the school was required to host a class of 14 bilingual students in grade one, resulting in a class of 26 students in another. Lastly, the district states that for grade two, the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was 21.4 percent less than expected. 

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades one and two at Manzanita Community ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 26.0 and 22.0 students per class in core classes in grades one and two, respectively.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for grades one and two at Manzanita Community ES for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades one and two at Manzanita Community ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Manzanita Community ES increases enrollment to 26.0 and 22.0 students per class in core classes in grades one and two, respectively,  for school year 2012–13; and (3) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Manzanita Community ES Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 11-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 3:17:55 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Manzanita Community Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons.  The school made an effort to accommodate 1st grade students that enrolled based on a five school closures that took place the prior year for which alternative school placement options would have been a hardship for transportation, increasing the grade level average.  The school shares a campus with a dual immersion program, that does not otherwise offer a bilingual program for students not eligible for the Dual Immersion program, creating very limited neighborhood seats for students requiring a bilingual program option.  Due to a staffing consolidation in grade 1 and the requisite bilingual program configuration, the school was required to host a class of 14 bilingual students in grade one, resulting in the one class of 
26 students.  For grade two, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on 

prior year trends was less than expected.  The attrition rate went from 34.7% in 2011-12 to 13.3% in 2012-13 in grade 2, specifically.

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Manzanita Community Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year:

> 20.44 for 1st grade increased to 26 students; 

> 20.44 for 2nd grade increased to 22 students

Manzanita Community Elementary School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 342
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 12-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Markham Elementary School
                            CDS Code:  01 61259 6002059
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Markham Elementary School (ES) serves 361 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Markham ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 25.0 and 17.7 in grades four and five, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that Markham ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in specific grade levels than expected. The district adds that the school made an effort to accommodate increased enrollment in kindergarten from neighborhood families during the course of the year, but alternative school placement options created a hardship for parents to transport their children. Furthermore, the district states that the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected for grade five. However, the district states accommodating these students only slightly increased the grade level average. Lastly, the district states that the school is situated in a deeply depressed part of the community with a high rate of crime and violence and as the quality of the school has increased, families have sought the safety of the neighborhood school rather than sending their children to greater distances. 

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grade five at Markham ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 21.0 students per class in core classes in kindergarten and 24.0 students on average in core classes in grade five.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grade five at Markham ES for school year 
2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to kindergarten and grade five at Markham ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Markham ES increases enrollment to 21.0 students per class in core classes in kindergarten, and 
24.0 students on average in core classes in grade five for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.
Reviewed by Markham ES Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 12-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 3:24:13 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Markham Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons.The school made an effort to accommodate increased kindergarten students that enrolled during the course of the year from neighborhood families for which alternative school placement options would have been a hardship for transportation, increasing the grade level average slightly. For grade five, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends was less than expected.  The school is situated in a deeply depressed part of the community with a high rate of crime and violence.  As the quality of the school has increased over-time, families have continued to seek the safety of the neighborhood 

school vs. sending students a greater distance, as in the past.  Over-time, this has resulted in increased retention and a higher class size average in grade 5.

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Markham Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year:

> 20.44 for Kindergarten increased to 21 students; 

> 17.67 for 5th grade increased to 24 students 

Markham Elementary School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 361
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 13-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
New Highland Academy Elementary School
     CDS Code:  01 61259 6001903
Oakland Unified School District 
Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. New Highland Academy Elementary School (ES) serves 298 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by New Highland Academy ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 20.0 and 19.5 in grades four and five, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that New Highland Academy ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled than expected. The district adds that the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected for grades three through five. Furthermore, the district states that New Highland Academy ES shares a campus with another non-QEIA elementary school, which significantly restricts the school’s enrollment capacity. Nonetheless, the district states that the overages were, in most cases, a single class being over by an average of a single student.
Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades three through five at New Highland Academy ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 22.0, 22.0, and 20.0 students on average in core classes in grades three through five, respectively.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for grades three through five at New Highland Academy ES for school year 2012–13.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades three through five at New Highland Academy ES for school year 2012–13; (2) New Highland Academy ES increases enrollment to 22.0, 22.0, and 20.0 students on average in core classes in grades three through five, respectively, for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by New Highland Academy ES Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.
Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 13-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 3:30:54 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: New Highland Academy Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons.. For grades three, four and five, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends was less than expected.  New Highland Elementary shares a campus with another non-QEIA elementary school.  This nonetheless significantly restricts the school’s enrollment capacity.  In an effort to ensure a sustainable enrollment, the student assignment process for 2012-13 resulted in slight increases above QEIA targets in grades 3-5.  These overages where in most cases a single class being over by an average of a single student.

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for New Highland Academy Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year:

> 20.44 for 3rd grade increased to 22 students; 

> 20.0 for 4th grade increased to 22 students; 

> 19.5 for 5th grade increased to 20 students

New Highland Academy Elementary School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 298
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 14-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Parker Elementary School

                            CDS Code:  01 61259 6002091
Oakland Unified School District 
Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Parker Elementary School (ES) serves 180 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Parker ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 13.6 and 23.3 in grades four and five, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that Parker ES made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in specific grade levels than expected. The district adds that the school made an effort to accommodate the increased enrollment in kindergarten from neighborhood families during the course of the year because alternative school placement options created a hardship for parents to transport their children. Furthermore, the district states that the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected for grades three through five. In addition, the district states that Parker ES is a very small school located in a low socioeconomic, 
high-crime neighborhood; however, because it is one of the highest performing schools in the district, the school is in high demand. 
Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grades three and four at Parker ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 23.0 and 25.0 students per class in core classes in kindergarten and grade three, respectively, and 25.0 students on average in core classes in grade four.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten and grades three and four at Parker ES for school year 2012–13.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to kindergarten and grades three and four at Parker ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Parker ES increases enrollment to 23.0 and 25.0 students per class in core classes in kindergarten and grade three, respectively, and 25.0 students on average in core classes in grade four for school year 2012–13; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Parker ES Schoolsite Council on December 11, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.
Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 14-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 3:45:05 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Parker Elementary School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons.The school made an effort to accommodate increased kindergarten students that enrolled during the course of the year from neighborhood families for which alternative school placement options would have been a hardship for transportation, increasing the grade level average slightly. For grades three through five, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends was less than expected.  Parker is a very small school serving 180 predominantly African American students.  The school is the highest performing school with an API score of 840, resulting in a high quality option located in a low 

socioeconomic, high crime neighborhood.  This has presented high demand for very limited seats.  

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Parker Elementary School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 20.44 for Kindergarten increased to 23 students; 

> 20.44 for 3rd grade increased to 25 students; 

> 14.0 for 4th grade increased to 25 students

Parker Elementary School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 180
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/11/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 15-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Urban Promise Academy Middle School

     CDS Code:  01 61259 6118657
Oakland Unified School District 
Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Urban Promise Academy Middle School (MS) serves 320 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Urban Promise Academy MS in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 16.0, 16.4, and 16.9 in grades six through eight, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that Urban Promise Academy MS made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled than expected. Also, the district states that the school made an effort to accommodate increased enrollment in grade six from neighborhood families during the course of the year because alternative school placement options created a hardship for parents to transport their children. For grades seven and eight, the district states that the percentage of students estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends, was less than expected. In addition, the district states that having QEIA targets as low as 17.0 on average in all grades compounds the hardship. Furthermore, the district states that Urban Promise Academy MS is located in a densely populated, low income, Spanish-speaking neighborhood and all the surrounding non-QEIA middle schools are at capacity, in part due to the revocation of three charter middle schools that were in the Urban Promise Academy MS area. 
Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades six through eight at Urban Promise Academy MS for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 20.0, 20.0, and 22.0 students on average in core classes in grades six through eight, respectively.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for grades six through eight at Urban Promise Academy MS for school year 2012–13.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades six through eight at Urban Promise Academy MS for school year 2012–13; (2) Urban Promise Academy MS increases enrollment to 20.0, 20.0, and 22.0 students on average in core classes in grades six through eight, respectively, for school year 2012–13; and (3) Within 
30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Urban Promise Academy MS Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.
Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.
Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 15-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 3:50:49 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: Urban Promise Academy Middle School made a good-faith effort to stay within QEIA CSR targets in 2012–13, but more students enrolled in the site than expected for different reasons.  The school is located in a densely populated, low income, Spanish speaking neighborhood.  Urban Promise Academy is a small school of 320 students with limited facility capacity.  All surrounding middle schools within the attendance area are at capacity.  This has created some challenges in student placement.  In 2012-13, the district approved the revocation of a set of three charter schools serving 6-8th grade students living in the Urban Promise Academy catchment.  As a result of the revocation decision - many attendance area families removed their students from the charter schools and enrolled within the district.  

For grade six, the school attempted to accommodate students that enrolled during the course of the year for whom assignment to an alternate placement would have been a hardship based on transportation.  For grades seven and eight, the percentage of students that was estimated to attrition, based on prior year trends was less than expected.  This has historically been compounded by the fact that Urban Promise Academy has QEIA targets that require class size averages in 17 in all grades. 

This Waiver is requesting that the Class Size Reduction Targets established for Urban Promise Academy Middle School in these grade levels for the 2012-2013 school year: 

> 16.0 for 6th grade increased to 20 students;

> 16.35 for 7th grade increased to 22 students;

> 16.94 for 8th grade increased to 22 students

Urban Promise Academy Middle School provides a strong academic program that reflects of the spirit of the QEIA program, and is continuing to make academic gains for its students.

Student Population: 320
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 16-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013



            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013

Manzanita Community Elementary School

     CDS Code:  01 61259 6002042
Oakland Unified School District 

Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Manzanita Community Elementary School (ES) serves 342 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Manzanita Community ES in one grade four class that exceeded the QEIA 
27-student cap per classroom requirement in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 18.3 and 16.3 in grades four and five, respectively.  
Oakland USD states that Manzanita Community ES maintained a class size average in grade four below its QEIA CSR target in school year 2012–13. However, one grade four class rose above 27 students while the school underwent student scheduling changes to reduce class sizes. The process included funding an additional teacher, above and beyond the QEIA budget allocation, in order to maintain smaller class sizes.

Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom requirement for one grade four class at Manzanita Community ES for school year 2012–13.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to waive the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for grade four at Manzanita Community ES for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to one grade four class at Manzanita Community ES for school year 2012–13; and (2) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Manzanita Community ES Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.

Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 16-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 3:56:44 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District 
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Rule of 27 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: This Waiver is requesting that the requirement for Manzanita Community School to keep class size maximums at 27 students or fewer be suspended for the 2011-12 school year in light of the following circumstances:

The school maintained a class size average in 4th grade below its QEIA target of 18.33 students during the 2012-13 school year. However, one class of 4th grade students rose above 27 while the school underwent student scheduling changes to reduce class sizes.  This process included the District funding an additional teacher, above and beyond the QEIA budget allocation, in order to maintain smaller class sizes. 

Student Population: 342
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 17-1-2014
                    Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Urban Promise Academy Middle School

     CDS Code:  01 61259 6118657
Oakland Unified School District 
Local Educational Agency Request:

Oakland Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Alameda County with a student population of approximately 36,262 students. Urban Promise Academy Middle School (MS) serves 320 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Alameda County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Urban Promise Academy MS in two grade six classes and four grade seven classes that exceeded the QEIA 27-student cap per classroom requirement in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 16.0, 16.4, and 16.9 in grades six through eight, respectively. 
Oakland USD states that Urban Promise Academy MS had class size averages in grade six of 19.4 students and class size averages in grade seven of 21.1 students in school year 2012–13, which is significantly below the districtwide class size averages for these grades. However, one student enrolled in two sections of grade six and two students enrolled in four sections of grade seven, resulting in temporary class sizes of 28. As soon as the site administration became aware of this issue, they worked with the student assignment office to ensure that attrition occurred no later than December of that year; class sizes were then maintained at 27.0 students or below.
Oakland USD requests a waiver of the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom requirement for two grade six classes and four grade seven classes at Urban Promise Academy MS for school year 2012–13.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Oakland USD’s request to waive the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for two grade six classes and four grade seven classes at Promise Academy MS for school year 2012–13.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to two grade six classes and four grade seven classes at Urban Promise Academy MS for school year 2012–13; and (2) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Oakland USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Urban Promise Academy MS Schoolsite Council on December 19, 2013.
Supported by Oakland Education Association, December 20, 2013.

Local Board Approval: January 6, 2014.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0161259
Waiver Number: 17-1-2014

Active Year: 2014
Date In: 1/7/2014 4:01:45 PM
Local Education Agency: Oakland Unified School District 
Address: 1000 Broadway, Ste. 680
Oakland, CA 94607
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Rule of 27 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the school by the end of the third full year of funding:

   (1) Meet all of the following class size requirements:

   (A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive, no more than 20.44 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chapter 6.10 (commencing with Section 52120)).

   (B) For self-contained classrooms in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

   (i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.

   (ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.

   (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of self-contained classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the self-contained classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the "average in 2006-07" for purposes of this subparagraph. A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a self-contained classroom in grades 4 to 8, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.

Outcome Rationale: This Waiver is requesting that the requirement for Urban Promise Middle School to keep class size maximums at 27 students or fewer be suspended for the 2011-12 school year in light of the following circumstances:

The school had the class size averages in 6th grade of 19.4 students during the 2012-13 school year; and class size averages in 7th grade of 21.1 students during the 2012-13 school year, which is significantly below the district-wide class size averages for these grades.  However, one student enrolled in two sections of 6th grade and two students enrolled in four sections of 7th grade resulted in temporary class sizes of 28 during the 2012-13 school year.  As soon as the site administration became aware of this issue, they worked with the student assignment 

office to ensure that as attrition occurred no later than December of that year - the class sizes were maintained at 27 or below.

Student Population: 320
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/6/2014
Public Hearing Advertised: Newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 1/6/2014
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/19/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. David Montes de Oca
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: david.montes@ousd.k12.ca.us
Telephone: 510-336-7570
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/20/2013

Name: Oakland Education Association

Representative: Trish Gorham

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 33-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Anne Darling Elementary School

      CDS Code: 43 69666 6048433
San Jose Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

San Jose Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Santa Clara County with a student population of approximately 33,184 students. Anne Darling Elementary School (ES) serves 534 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Santa Clara County Office of Education indicates that class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Anne Darling ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 22.0 and 21.0 in grades four and five, respectively. 

San Jose USD states that one kindergarten class began the 2012–13 school year with 
23 students. In addition, the district states that on the 18th day of school, enrollment in this class dropped to 21 students and remained at that number until March 11, 2013, when it dropped to its CSR target of 20.44. The district further states that during the period of time that the enrollment stayed at 21:1, it did not have an opening where the 21st student could be placed. Lastly, the district states that it will closely monitor all grade level averages throughout the remainder of the QEIA years.
San Jose USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR target for kindergarten at Anne Darling ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 21.05 students per class in core classes in kindergarten.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports San Jose USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR target for kindergarten at Anne Darling ES for school year 
2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to kindergarten at Anne Darling ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Anne Darling ES increases enrollment to 21.05 students per class in core classes in kindergarten; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, San Jose USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Anne Darling ES Schoolsite Council on December 5, 2013.

Supported by San Jose Teachers Association, November 05, 2013.

Local Board Approval: December 5, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 4369666
Waiver Number: 33-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/20/2013 2:01:08 PM
Local Education Agency: San Jose Unified School District 
Address: 855 Lenzen Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (a) For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the end of the third full year of funding:  [(A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3 inclusive, no more than 20 pupils per class,as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chap 6.10 (commencing with Sec 521200)]
Outcome Rationale: One kindergarten class began the school year 2012-13 with 23 students.  Typically, many students who register for school end up dropping in the first few weeks, and there is an opportunity to adjust classes within the school to meet the 20:1 QEIA requirements.  Students in this class did drop from 23 to 21 students by the 18th day of school.  It remained 21:1 until 3/11/13.  During the period of time it remained 21:1, SJUSD did not have an opening where this 21st student could be placed.  On 3/12/13, another student dropped and the class then met the QEIA class size requirement of 20:1 for the remainder of the year.  SJUSD will closely monitor all grade level averages throughout the remainder of the QEIA years.

Student Population: 534
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 12/12/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Public Notice posted on District Office Door, District Website and on Board Agenda
Local Board Approval Date: 12/5/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Anne Darling Elementary School - Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/5/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Janice Samuels
Position: Categorical Program Manager
E-mail: jsamuels@sjusd.org
Telephone: 408-535-6602 x14314
Fax: 408-535-6489
Bargaining Unit Date: 11/05/2013

Name: San Jose Teachers Association

Representative: Jennifer Thomas

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 34-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Selma Olinder Elementary School

      CDS Code: 43 69666 6048698
San Jose Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

San Jose Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Santa Clara County with a student population of approximately 33,184 students. Selma Olinder Elementary School (ES) serves 465 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Santa Clara County Office of Education indicates that class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Selma Olinder ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 22.0 and 20.0 in grades four and five, respectively. 

San Jose USD states that one grade two bilingual class began the 2012–13 school year with 23 students. In addition, the district states that on the 14th day of school, enrollment in this class dropped to 21 students and remained at that number until December 7, 2012, when it dropped to its CSR target of 20.44. The district further states that during the period of time that the enrollment stayed at 21:1, it did not have an opening in a bilingual class where the 21st student could be placed. Lastly, the district states that it will closely monitor all grade level averages throughout the remainder of the QEIA years.
San Jose USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR target for grade two at Selma Olinder ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 
20.7 students per class in core classes in grade two.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports San Jose USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR target for grade two at Selma Olinder ES for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grade two at Selma Olinder ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Selma Olinder ES increases enrollment to 20.7 students per class in core classes in grade two; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, San Jose USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Selma Olinder ES Schoolsite Council on December 5, 2013.

Supported by San Jose Teachers Association, November 11, 2013.

Local Board Approval: December 5, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 4369666
Waiver Number: 34-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/20/2013 2:41:11 PM
Local Education Agency: San Jose Unified School District 
Address: 855 Lenzen Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (a) For each funded school, the county superintendent of schools for the county in which the school is located shall annually review the school and its data to determine if the school has met all of the following program requirements by the end of the third full year of funding:  [(A) For kindergarten and grades 1 to 3 inclusive, no more than 20 pupils per class, as set forth in the Class Size Reduction Program (Chap 6.10 (commencing with Sec 521200)]
Outcome Rationale: One second grade-bilingual class began the school year 2012-2013 with 
23 students.  Typically many students who register for school end up dropping in the first few weeks, and there is an opportunity to adjust classes within the school to meet the 20:1 QEIA requirements.  Students in this class did drop from 23 to 21 students by the14th day of school.  It remained 21:1 until 12/07/12.  During the period of time it remained 21:1, SJUSD did not have an opening in a bilingual class where this 21st student could be placed.  On 12/08/12, another student dropped and the class then met the QEIA class size requirement of 20:1 for the remainder of the year.  SJUSD will closely monitor all grade level averages throughout the remainder of the QEIA years.

Student Population: 465
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 12/12/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Public Notice posted on District Office Door, District Website and on Board Agenda
Local Board Approval Date: 12/6/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Selma Olinder Elementary School Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/6/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Janice Samuels
Position: Categorical Program Manager
E-mail: jsamuels@sjusd.org
Telephone: 408-535-6602 x14314
Fax: 408-535-6489
Bargaining Unit Date: 11/05/2013

Name: San Jose Teachers Association

Representative: Jennifer Thomas

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Waiver Number: 35-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Century High School


      CDS Code: 30 66670 3030491
Santa Ana Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Santa Ana Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Orange County with a student population of approximately 54,000 students. Century High School (HS) serves 1,942 students in grades nine through twelve. Monitoring performed by the Orange County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Century HS in three grade nine classes, three grade ten classes, two grade eleven classes, and one grade twelve class that exceeded the QEIA 27-student cap per classroom requirement in school year 2012–13.The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 25.0 in grades nine through twelve. 

Santa Ana USD states there can be significant complications in developing the master schedule because it is based on enrollment, trends, patterns, specific initiatives, and programs from the previous year. In addition, the district states that the school experienced an unforeseen increase in student demand for honors, Advanced Placement (AP), and high level math courses which impacted the master schedule. Further, the district states that providing open access to the higher level courses is a priority and not all courses are offered each period. Along with high school graduation, A-G, AP, and the academy requirements, the district states that scheduling becomes less flexible and challenging with midstream changes. In addition, the district states that the overages in school year 2012–13 were very small and the average for all classes at every grade level, as well as school-wide, remained well below the CSR target of 25.0. Lastly, the district adds that staff is working with the site to monitor enrollment and placement of students to ensure that grade level averages remain below 25 students.

Santa Ana USD requests a waiver of the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom requirement for three grade nine classes, three grade ten classes, two grade eleven classes, and one grade twelve class at Century HS for school year 2012–13.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Santa Ana USD’s request to waive the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for grades nine through twelve at Century HS for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to three grade nine classes, three grade ten classes, two grade eleven classes, and one grade twelve class at Century HS for school year 2012–13; and (2) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Santa Ana USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Century HS Schoolsite Council on December 18, 2013.

Supported by Santa Ana Educators’ Association, November 21, 2013.

Local Board Approval: December 10, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 3066670
Waiver Number: 35-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/20/2013 4:49:25 PM
Local Education Agency: Santa Ana Unified School District 
Address: 1601 East Chestnut Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92701
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Rule of 27 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject-specific classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the subject-specific classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 
25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the “average in 2006-07” for purposes of this subparagraph. [A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4th-12th , inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.] 

Outcome Rationale: The Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) is requesting a waiver, on behalf of Century High School, to waive Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Education Code section 52055.740(C)(iii). Specifically, Century High School is requesting waiving exit from QEIA based on the Rule of 27. 

Refer to Attachment Narrative

Student Population: 54000
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 12/10/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Public hearing was announced a mon before hearing and posted
Local Board Approval Date: 12/10/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/18/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Nuria Solis
Position: Director, EL Programs
E-mail: nuria.solis@sausd.us
Telephone: 714-558-5855
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 11/21/2013

Name: Santa Ana Educators' Association (SAEA)

Representative: Susan Mercer

Title: President, SAEA

Position: Support

Comments: 

Attachment Narrative
On behalf of Century High School, the Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) is seeking a waiver of the QEIA Rule of 27 during the period of July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013. SAUSD recognizes the positive and profound impact of the QEIA’s assistance in improving academic achievement during this period, and respectfully requests that Century’s QEIA funding continue in order to maintain these consistent gains and student support systems.
While SAUSD sincerely acknowledges Century High School exceeded the Rule of 27, it is of imperative relevance to note that Century met or exceeded the majority of all other requirements of the QEIA statute during that same period. Century’s current API of 650 represents a total average gain of 35 points over the past three years.  Details of these achievements will be further clarified in this waiver request.
QEIA funding has been a vital element in assisting Century in closing the achievement gap for its under-represented students. Current QEIA funding supports approximately 27 full time teaching equivalencies. This is a significant contribution which has provided essential assistance in improving academic achievement across the full spectrum of significant student subgroups. 
Century High School is a Title I school located in an urban area of Orange County with an enrollment of approximately 1,942 students, grades 9 through 12. Of this total enrollment, 68.3% are on free or reduced price meals program, and 47.1% are identified as English learners.  
The positive academic achievement results evidenced over the past three years were supported through the careful creation of an instructional program designed to meet the diverse needs of Century’s student population while also promoting accelerated academic achievement; all of which were made possible through the assistance of QEIA funding.
	
	API

	Century
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2011 to 2013

	All students
	615
	652
	650
	+35


As English learners comprise 47.1% of the total student population at Century, providing an instructional program with pathways to support the linguistic and academic needs of these students is a priority.  Progress toward achieving that goal is evident when examining the upward trends experienced in both reclassification and graduation rates of English learners at Century.

Over the past two years, Century has experienced markedly improved numbers and percentages of English learners who have reclassified as fluent English proficient (RFEP):  A significant accomplishment.  In fact, Century’s 2012 – 2013 RFEP rate of 15.6% exceeded the state’s RFEP rate of 12.2% as well as the county’s RFEP rate of 14.3%.

	
	RFEP Rates

	Century
	#REP
	RFEP %

	2011 - 2012
	84
	8.8%

	2012 - 2013
	132
	14.4%

	Growth
	+50
	+5.6


Another relevant indicator of the progress of Century’s English learner students are the graduation rates for this population of students.  While Century continues to strive for a 100% graduation rate for all of its students, it is important to note that the graduation rate for English learners (ELs) at Century High School exceeded both the state and the county’s rates: 

	
	2012 Graduation Rates:  ELs

(Source:  DataQuest)

	Orange County
	California
	Century

	67.5%
	62.0%
	75.8%


These compelling results in improvements in reclassification and graduation rates for English learners are further evidence of the effectiveness of the support made possible through QEIA funding.
For those English learners who have yet to reclassify as fluent, Century has implemented a supplemental English language arts (ELA) program:  Scholastic’s Read 180.  The support QEIA has provided with funding for additional staff has made the successful implementation of this program possible.  It is anticipated that this program will help provide the essential support needed to close the achievement gap for English learners to both reclassify as fluent English Proficient and successfully graduate.
In addition to support with English, a great deal of the collaborative staff time has been devoted to planning and implementing lessons in all disciplines across the curriculum which incorporate instructional strategies and activities which support English language acquisition and promote English language proficiency for this significant group of students. CHS staff has worked carefully to thoughtfully pair and organize students for active engagement during daily lessons. Students have been given multiple opportunities to use academic language to monitor and summarize their learning.
The staff at Century High School (CHS) is committed to supporting the diverse educational requirements of their student population whose broad instructional needs range from special needs, to English learners, to gifted and talented students. To support all students, CHS incorporates a variety of instructional offerings and settings during and beyond the school day.  During the school day, careful and accurate placement in core academic classes (intervention to strategic support, benchmark, college preparation, honors and Advanced Placement courses) is determined to support academic success based on an instructional program which provides support in accessing the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for all students. Teachers provide engaging, standards-based lessons with clearly stated objectives to provide meaningful opportunities to practice and interact with academic language which, is anticipated, will result in increasing English language proficiency in as well as reading comprehension and writing.  
Students who have scored basic, below basic and far below basic on the California Standards Test (CST) in English Language Arts and/or mathematics have a number of options to support their educational needs. In addition, many students have been provided with double blocked classes created to support the accelerated achievement needed to catch up with their grade level peers.  To provide the additional instructional assistance needed to narrow the achievement gap for these students the following support systems have been provided: 

· Extension of their instructional day 

· Access to summer school intervention courses 

· Access to Saturday school academies

Providing for the differentiated instructional needs of the student population at CHS does not end with the aforementioned interventions for struggling students and English learners. For students who demonstrate high achievement on grade level standards, honors courses in all core content areas at all grade levels are included in the master schedule as well as a wide array of Advanced Placement (AP) courses to prepare for college and career readiness. CHS provides open access to honors and advanced placement courses for all students. Teachers in these honors and AP courses have received professional development training on Kaplan’s strategies of depth and complexity, novelty and acceleration though content/thinking prompts. This training has a significant “spill-over effect” as the strategies employed by these teachers in courses outside of honors/GATE classes benefit all students. 
The significant strides in closing the achievement gap at CHS could not have been realized without the collaboration time and professional development which were supported through QEIA funding.  Collaborative time was utilized to strengthen the instructional program at CHS. 

During these sessions, staff:

· Worked together to become familiar with the instructional shifts in transitioning to Common Core State Standards

· Identified and incorporated formative assessments to check for understanding within lessons

· Collaborated to create summative common assessments 

· Reviewed data on student progress to inform instructional planning 

· Determined appropriate engaging instructional strategies  to accelerate achievement

· Engaged in data analysis by departments to identify common areas of strength as well as areas for focused attention by reviewing student work and/or assessments. 
Century has focused its professional development efforts in supporting a transition to the Common Core State Standards.  These efforts provide a vital link which build upon past professional development in best practices and effective, scientifically research-based instructional strategies such as Thinking Maps, GLAD strategies and lesson study to show how these strategies can be employed to successfully implement the Common Core State Standards.   Staff across all academic disciplines worked together to create and implement a school-wide transition plan to the Common Core which included opportunities to infuse critical thinking skills and improve English language acquisition through engaging, interactive lessons which integrate speaking, reading, writing and listening activities.

While the increases in API, graduation rates and reclassification rates for English learners are compelling confirmation of the positive influence of QEIA funding, there are other anecdotal pieces of encouraging evidence of the scope of QEIA’s impact on improving the educational environment for the students at Century.   The smaller class sizes have allowed for more individualized teacher-student time.   This has supported a more congenial classroom environment, as well as a calmer, more academically focused campus in general.  Office referrals for behavioral issues, school suspensions and expulsions are down and graduation rates are up.  All evidence of the positive influence QEIA funding has impacted on the educational environment at Century.

Century High School is making significant gains in closing the achievement gap for under-represented students. In fact, Century High School has been recognized for a number of notable achievements accomplished over the past three years:

· Most Improved passing rate in Orange County on the California High School Exit Exam
· SAUSD’s High School with the most improved attendance 

· Graduation rate:  84.1%.  This is 5.2 points higher than the state average of 78.9%

· Compelling increase in students earning the state Seal of Biliteracy:  From 31 recipients in 2012 to 61 in 2013

These aforementioned accomplishments were achieved by providing students with a rigorous learning environment which ensures student achievement and promotes college and career readiness: An educational environment which has been significantly aided and facilitated through the assistance of QEIA funding. With the assistance of QEIA, the administration and staff are working diligently to implement a Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics education transformation model: STEAM. This educational model emphasizes a curriculum which provides meaningful opportunities to connect classroom learning to career investigation and preparation. The STEAM model also incorporates collaboration with families and community members to provide support and mentorship for students, and paves the way for lifetime success for students beyond the halls of Century High.

Justification for Total Core Sections above 27 Students

The reasons that Century High School inadvertently exceeded the Rule of 27 are as follows:

· SAUSD high schools have the primary responsibility for creating their master schedules, which are normally developed in the spring of the previous school year based on enrollment, trends and patterns, as well as site specific initiatives and programs.

· Century experienced an unforeseen increase in student demand for honors, AP and high level math courses which impacted the master schedule. 

· The task of realigning the master schedule was complex because high school graduation,  A-G, AP and academy requirements limit schedule flexibility and midstream changes. The STEAM program at Century provides a broad array of electives to support its mission and vision. However, not every STEAM selection is offered every period. For example, students who need to take industrial technology may only attend that class during one particular period through the day.  That same student may also require an intervention or access to a core honors course or AP course which may also be offered at just one period during the school day. 

· Century’s master schedule includes a number of honors courses in all core subjects at all grade levels served as well as a broad array of Advanced Placement courses in a number of subjects.  Providing open access to these higher level courses is a priority.  However, not all honors or AP courses are offered each period.  

· While attempting to reconcile the access, balance and compliance issues of the old master schedule to the new one, a significant complication was encountered. To provide open access to honors and courses while also supporting the specific STEAM programs. This, unfortunately, created a situation where some class periods of core honors courses exceeded the Rule of 27.

· Of the nine, 9th through 12th grade class sections which exceeded the Rule of 27, it is significant to note that these overages were very small and that the average for all classes at every grade level, as well as school-wide, remained well below the cap of 25.

	
	9th Grade
	10th  Grade
	11th Grade
	12th Grade

	# Sections over 27
	3 

Out of 84
	3

Out of 103
	2

Out of  78
	1

Out of 87

	Courses over 27 and actual average
	Algebra I:  Algebra I:  

Algebra I:  
	27.18
27.20

27.60
	Chem. H:      

English 10:   

Eng 10 H:    
	27.09

28.00

27.18
	Algebra II:   

English 11:  
	27.09

27.36  
	Eng 12 H:  
	27.20

	Average class size for that grade
	20.11
	22.39
	22.65
	23.27


Steps Implemented to Ensure Total Core Sections Remain below 27 Students

Santa Ana Unified School District has been working closely in consultation with the Orange County Department of Education QEIA Assistance Center and re-examined the calculations for class sizes at Century High School for the 2012 - 2013 school year. While the school-wide average fell within the average of 25, it was acknowledged that there were nine sections which still exceeded the Rule of 27.   
District staff is working with the site to monitor enrollment and placement of students to ensure that grade level averages remain below an average of 25. The district will collaborate with site administration to build next year’s master schedule to ensure that all sections meet the Rule of 27 through effective balancing.  Additional training for site administrators and counselors on student placement and creating a master schedule which makes certain proper enrollment in core classes for all students is currently in place this year.  Included in the training are safeguards to ensure that both the grade level average of 25, as well as the Rule of 27 is met for the current school year. The District is ensuring compliance with Rule of 27 for the remainder of the school year. We are working with our Human Resources department to monitor and balance, if need be, monthly class loads so that no section exceeds the Rule of 27. Therefore, on behalf of Century High School, the Santa Ana Unified School District assures the maintenance of class average to 25, but respectfully requests permission to waive the Rule of 27 for 2012 - 2013. 

With the assistance of QEIA funding, Century High School has the opportunity to make a significant and long-term impact on the achievement of the hundreds of under-represented students who attend the school.  It is clear, on several levels, that QEIA funding has been central to closing the achievement gap.  Without it, it is likely that Century High School will not have sufficient resources to make these positive changes systemically sustainable. The loss of QEIA funding for Century High School will have a significant, negative impact on the momentum for positive progress the school has made in closing the achievement gap for all, but most specifically for their under-represented student populations. SAUSD respectfully requests the granting of this waiver to continue Century’s positive efforts in closing the academic achievement gap, all of which has been made possible through the support of QEIA funding.

Waiver Number: 36-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Julia C. Lathrop Intermediate School

      CDS Code: 30 66670 6058978

Santa Ana Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Santa Ana Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Orange County with a student population of approximately 54,000 students. Julia C. Lathrop Intermediate School (IS) serves 1,154 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Orange County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Julia C. Lathrop IS in four grade six classes and three grade eight classes that exceeded the QEIA 27-student cap per classroom requirement in school year 2012–13.The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 25.0 in grades six through eight. 

Santa Ana USD states there can be significant complications in developing the master schedule because it is based on enrollment, trends, patterns, specific initiatives, and programs from the previous year. The district further states that an increase in reclassification rates, the implementation of the Read 180 supplemental English 
language-arts program, complications of providing for the unique instructional needs of all students while going from a seven-period day to a six-period day during 2012–13 school year, and other changes in enrollment created the need to restructure the original master schedule. The district further states that while the QEIA 27-student cap was not met in seven sections, the CSR QEIA targets of 25.0 were readily met in all grades. Lastly, the district adds that staff is working with the site to monitor enrollment and placement of students to ensure that grade level averages remain below 25 students.

Santa Ana USD requests a waiver of the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom requirement for four grade six classes and three grade eight classes at Julia C. Lathrop IS for school year 2012–13.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Santa Ana USD’s request to waive the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for grades six through eight at Julia C. Lathrop IS for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to four grade six classes and three grade eight classes at Julia C. Lathrop IS for school year 2012–13; 

and (2) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Santa Ana USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Julia C. Lathrop IS Schoolsite Council on October 28, 2013.

Supported by Santa Ana Educators’ Association, November 21, 2013.

Local Board Approval: December 10, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 3066670
Waiver Number: 36-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/20/2013 5:26:53 PM
Local Education Agency: Santa Ana Unified School District 
Address: 1601 East Chestnut Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92701
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Rule of 27 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a) 
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject-specific classrooms in that grade at the school site.  If the subject-specific classroom at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the “the average in 2006-07” for purposes of this subparagraph. [A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.]
Outcome Rationale: The Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) is requesting a waiver, on behalf of Lathrop Intermediate School, to waive Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Education Code section 52055.740(C)(iii). Specifically, Lathrop Intermediate School is requesting waiving exit from QEIA based on the Rule of 27. 

Refer to Attachment Narrative

Student Population: 54000
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 12/10/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Public hearing was announced a month before hearing date and posted.
Local Board Approval Date: 12/10/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 10/28/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Nuria Solis
Position: Director, EL Programs
E-mail: nuria.solis@sausd.us
Telephone: 714-558-5855
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 11/21/2013

Name: Santa Ana Educators' Association (SAEA)

Representative: Susan Mercer

Title: President, SAEA

Position: Support

Comments:
Attachment Narrative
On behalf of Lathrop Intermediate School, the Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) is seeking a waiver of the QEIA Rule of 27 during the period of July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013. SAUSD recognizes the positive and profound impact of QEIA’s assistance in improving academic achievement during this period, and respectfully requests that Lathrop Intermediate’s QEIA funding continue in order to maintain consistent gains and student support systems.

While SAUSD acknowledges that Lathrop Intermediate exceeded the Rule of 27, it is of imperative relevance to note that Lathrop met or exceeded all but one of the other requirements of the QEIA statute during that same period.  Lathrop’s current API of 648 represents a total average gain of 46 points over the past four years.  Details of these achievements will be further clarified in this waiver request.
Lathrop Intermediate is a Title I School located in an urban area of Orange County with an enrollment of approximately 1,154 students, grades 6 through 8.  Of this total enrollment, 93.06% are on free or reduced price meals program, and 45.1% are identified as English learners.    

QEIA funding has been an essential element in closing the achievement gap for Lathrop’s under- represented students.  This significant contribution has provided essential assistance in improving academic achievement school wide and across the full spectrum of significant student subgroups.
The positive academic achievement results evidenced over the past four years were supported through the careful creation of an instructional program designed to meet the diverse needs of Lathrop’s unique student population while also promoting accelerated academic achievement; all of which were made possible through the assistance of QEIA funding.

	
	API

	Lathrop
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2010 to 2013

	All students
	630
	649
	692
	676
	+46


As English learners (ELs) comprise 45.1% of the total student population at Lathrop, providing an instructional program with pathways to support the linguistic and academic needs of these students is a priority.  Progress toward achieving that goal is evident when examining the upward trends experienced in the reclassification rates of English learners at Lathrop.
Over the past two years, Lathrop has experienced markedly improved numbers and percentages of English learners who have reclassified as fluent English proficient (RFEP):  A significant accomplishment, and compelling evidence that the English learners at Lathrop are, indeed, making considerable progress.  In fact, Lathrop’s 2012 – 2013 RFEP rate of 35.1% far exceeded the state’s RFEP rate of 12.2% as well as the county’s RFEP rate of 14.3%.
	
	RFEP Rates

	Lathrop
	#REP
	RFEP %

	2011 - 2012
	86
	13.2%

	2012 - 2013
	183
	35.1%

	Growth
	+97
	+21.9


For those English learners who have not yet reclassified and are achieving at the lowest levels of ELA on the Standardized Test and Reporting (STAR) test of Below Basic and Far Below Basic, Lathrop has implemented a supplemental English language arts (ELA) program:  Scholastic’s Read 180.  The support QEIA has provided with funding for additional staff has made the successful implementation of this program possible.  It is anticipated that this program will help provide the essential support needed to close the achievement gap for ELs to both reclassify as fluent English Proficient and successfully matriculate to high school.
Data-driven instruction has been central to achieving Lathrop’s goal of meeting the instructional needs of its diverse population of 1,154 students. Student achievement data from a wide variety of assessments and multiple measurements are considered when determining accurate program placements, effective instructional interventions and enrichment strategies to employ to meet the ever-changing needs of its students. This includes the careful examination of the results from state assessments, district benchmark assessments, common assessments, grades and authentic assessments such as the district writing proficiency.  From this examination a list of comprehensive needs are identified and academic plans of action across subject and grade levels are established. QEIA funding has been essential in supporting the collaborative processes which facilitate the meaningful data-driven planning and instruction which has resulted in the positive academic growth achieved over time at Lathrop.
Essential elements in Lathrop’s formula for academic growth which have been supported through the assistance of QEIA funding include curricular offerings to support the differentiated instructional needs and promote accelerated academic achievement for students school-wide and across all significant subgroups. To promote the gateway skill of writing, the writing process is taught and supported across all disciplinary courses, including electives, through interdisciplinary writing research projects created through the assistance of QEIA funding.  As mentioned earlier, for students who are struggling and performing below their grade level peers, Lathrop has implemented a supplemental English language arts (ELA) program:  Scholastic’s Read 180 to provide the support these students need to fill in the instructional gaps in students’ reading and writing skills and catch up with their grade level peers.
Careful consideration is made when placing students in core academic classes (intervention to strategic support to benchmark and honors courses).  Curriculum at each level is deliberately designed to support equal access to and academic success with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for all students. Teachers have been trained on providing engaging, standards-based lessons with clearly stated objectives to break down, not dumb down, essential learning to make core content accessible and provide meaningful opportunities to practice and interact with academic language.  This, in turn, is anticipated will result in increasing English language proficiency in as well as reading comprehension and writing.  
Supporting the diverse educational requirements of a student population whose instructional needs range from special needs, to ELs to Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) students requires an instructional day with a variety of offerings. As mentioned earlier, for students who are struggling and performing below their grade level peers, Lathrop has implemented a supplemental English language arts (ELA) program:  Scholastic’s Read 180 to provide the support these students in order to need to fill in the instructional gaps in students’ reading and writing skills and catch up with their grade level peers.
For students who demonstrate high achievement on grade level standards, honors courses in all content areas at all grade levels are included in the master schedule. Teachers in these courses have received professional development training on Kaplan’s strategies of depth and complexity, novelty and acceleration though content/thinking prompts. This training has a significant “spill-over effect” as the strategies employed by these teachers in courses outside of honors/GATE classes benefit all students.  
Lathrop has focused its professional development efforts in supporting a transition to the Common Core State Standards.  These efforts provide a vital link which build upon past professional development in best practices and effective, scientifically research-based instructional strategies such as Thinking Maps, GLAD strategies and Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP), to show how these strategies can be employed to successfully implement the Common Core State Standards.   Staff across all academic disciplines worked together to create and implement a school-wide transition plan to the Common Core which included opportunities to infuse critical thinking skills and improve English language acquisition through engaging, interactive lessons which integrate speaking, reading, writing and listening activities.                                                                                                                                        
The instructional program, interventions, professional development and enrichment and support structures implemented at Lathrop have directly contributed to the four years of academic growth experienced at all grade levels and across all significant student subgroups. It is abundantly clear that the significant strides in closing the achievement gap at Lathrop over the past four years could not have been realized without the assistance provided to the school and its instructional program through QEIA funding.

Justification for Total Core Sections above 27 Students
The reasons that Lathrop Intermediate inadvertently exceeded the Rule of 27 are as follows:
· SAUSD intermediate schools have the primary responsibility for creating their master schedules, which are normally developed in the spring of the previous school year based on enrollment, trends and patterns, as well as site specific initiatives and programs.  

· The increase in reclassification rates, the implementation of the Read 180 supplemental ELA program coupled with the complications of providing for the unique instructional needs  of all students while going from a 7 period day to a 6 period day during the    2012 – 2013 school year along with other changes in enrollment, created the need to restructure the original master schedule 

· The new master schedule did meet the QEIA school-wide class size average of 25 in the core courses. However, despite creating the new master schedule, the Rule of 27 was not met in seven sections:  Four in sixth grade and three in eighth grade.

· Of the seven sections which exceeded the rule of 27, it is significant to note that these overages were very small, and that the average for all classes at every grade level, as well as school-wide, remained well below the cap of 25.

	
	# Sections over 27
	Courses over 27
and actual average
	Average class size
for that grade

	6th Grade
	4
	Math 6:  

Strategic ELA:  

Social Studies:  

Social Studies Honors:  
	27.27

28.00

28.00

29.00
	20.76

	7th Grade
	0


	n/a
	
	19.95

	8th Grade
	3
	ELA Honors:  

ELA Honors:  

ELA Benchmark:  
	27.09

27.09

27.09
	19.91


Steps Implemented to Ensure Future Total Core Sections Remain below 27 Students

Santa Ana Unified School District has been working closely in consultation with the Orange County Department of Education QEIA Assistance Center and has reexamined the calculations for class sizes at Lathrop Intermediate for the 2012-2013 school year. While the school-wide average fell well within the average of 25, it was acknowledged that there were some sections which still exceeded the Rule of 27.   It is important to note that, although the site did exceed the rule of 27, it is evident that the significant gains made over time at Lathrop can be attributed to the assistance provided by QEIA funding.

District staff is working with the site to monitor enrollment and placement of students to ensure that grade level averages remain below an average of 25. The district will collaborate with site administration to build next year’s master schedule to ensure that all sections meet the Rule of 27 through effective balancing.  Additional training for site administrators and counselors on student placement and creating a master schedule which makes certain proper enrollment in core classes for all students is currently in place this year.  Included in the training are safeguards to ensure that both the grade level average of 25, as well as the Rule of 27 is met for the current year. The District is ensuring compliance with the Rule of 27 for the remainder of the school year. We are working with our Human Resources department to monitor and balance, if need be, monthly class loads so that no section exceeds the Rule of 27. Therefore, on behalf of Lathrop Intermediate, the Santa Ana Unified School District assures the maintenance of class averages to 25, but respectfully requests permission to waive the Rule of 27 for 2012-2013. 

With the assistance of QEIA funding, Lathrop Intermediate has had the opportunity to influence a compelling and long-term impact on the achievement of the hundreds of under-represented students who attend the school. It is clear, on several levels, that QEIA funding has been central to closing the achievement gap.  Without it, it is likely that Lathrop Intermediate will not have sufficient resources to make these positive changes systemically sustainable. The loss of QEIA funding for Lathrop Intermediate will have a significant, negative impact on the momentum for positive progress the school has made in closing the achievement gap for all, but most specifically for their under-represented student populations. SAUSD respectfully requests the granting of this waiver to continue in the support of Lathrop’s positive efforts in closing the academic achievement gap; all of which have been made possible through the support of QEIA funding. 

Waiver Number: 37-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Sierra Intermediate School


      CDS Code: 30 66670 6030415

Santa Ana Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Santa Ana Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Orange County with a student population of approximately 54,000 students. Sierra Intermediate School (IS) serves 886 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Orange County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Sierra IS in 14 grade six classes, 
23 grade seven classes, and 10 grade eight classes that exceeded the QEIA 27-student cap per classroom requirement in school year 2012–13.The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 25.0 in grades six through eight. 

Santa Ana USD states that because Sierra IS is a Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) magnet serving a diverse student population of special needs, English learners, and gifted and talented students, there are significant complications in developing the master schedule. The district further states that providing for the wide variety of instructional needs for this diverse student population, while also supporting the school’s vision and mission for VAPA, is difficult because the master schedule is based on enrollment, trends, patterns, specific initiatives, and programs from the previous year. The district further states that while the QEIA 27-student cap was not met in 47 sections, the CSR QEIA targets of 25.0 were readily met in all grades. Lastly, the district adds that the majority of the classes that were over the QEIA 27-student cap were Honors courses.

Santa Ana USD requests a waiver of the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom requirement for 14 grade six classes, 23 grade seven classes, and 10 grade eight classes at Sierra IS for school year 2012–13.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Santa Ana USD’s request to waive the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for grades six through eight at Sierra IS for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to 14 grade six classes, 23 grade seven classes, and 10 grade eight classes at Sierra IS for school year 2012–13; and (2) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Santa Ana USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Sierra IS Schoolsite Council on December 10, 2013.

Supported by Santa Ana Educators’ Association, November 21, 2013.
Local Board Approval: December 10, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 3066670
Waiver Number: 37-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/20/2013 5:44:33 PM
Local Education Agency: Santa Ana Unified School District 
Address: 1601 East Chestnut Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92701
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Rule of 27 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject-specific classrooms in that grade at the school site.  If the subject-specific classroom at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the “the average in 2006-07” for purposes of this subparagraph. [A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.]
Outcome Rationale: The Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) is requesting a waiver, on behalf of Sierra Preparatory Academy, to waive Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Education Code section 52055.740(C)(i). Specifically, Sierra Preparatory Academy is requesting waiving exit from QEIA based on the Rule of 27.

Refer to Attachment Narrative

Student Population: 54000
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 12/10/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Public hearing was announced a month before hearing date and posted.
Local Board Approval Date: 12/10/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/6/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Nuria Solis
Position: Director, EL Programs
E-mail: nuria.solis@sausd.us
Telephone: 714-558-5855
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 11/21/2013

Name: Santa Ana Educators' Association (SAEA)

Representative: Susan Mercer

Title: President, SAEA

Position: Support

Comments: 

Attachment Narrative
On behalf of Sierra Preparatory Academy Intermediate School, the Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) is seeking a waiver of the QEIA Rule of 27 during the period of July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013. SAUSD recognizes the positive and profound impact of the QEIA’s assistance in improving academic achievement during this period, and respectfully requests that Sierra’s QEIA funding continue in order to maintain consistent gains and student support systems.
While SAUSD sincerely acknowledges Sierra exceeded the Rule of 27, it is of imperative relevance to the request to note that Sierra met all other requirements of the QEIA statute during that same period. Sierra’s current API of 706 represents a total average gain of gain 54 points over the past four years.  Details of these achievements will be further clarified in this waiver request.
QEIA funding has been a vital element in assisting Sierra with closing the achievement gap for its under-represented students. This is a significant contribution which has provided essential assistance in improving academic achievement across the full spectrum of significant student subgroups.  
Sierra Preparatory Academy is a Title 1 school located in an urban area of Orange County with an enrollment of approximately 886 students, grades six through eight. Of this total enrollment, 98.5% are on free or reduced price meals program, and 62.3% are identified as English language learners (EL).  

	
	API

	Sierra
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2010 to 2013

	All students
	652
	693
	689
	706
	+54


This measurement of accountability indicates that all students have shown positive growth.  Over the past two years, Sierra has experienced markedly improved numbers and percentages of English learners (EL) who have reclassified as fluent English proficient (RFEP):  A significant accomplishment, and compelling evidence that the ELs at Sierra are, indeed, making considerable progress.  In fact, Sierra’s 2012 – 2013 RFEP rate of 41.6% far exceeded the state’s RFEP rate of 12.2% as well as the county’s RFEP rate of 14.3%.

	
	RFEP Rates

	Sierra
	#REP
	RFEP %

	2011 - 2012
	66
	12.1%

	2012 - 2013
	174
	41.6%

	Growth
	+108
	+29.5


With 62.3% of the total student population identified as ELs, providing for the specialized needs of this significant student population is a top priority.  For those ELs who are achieving at the lowest levels of ELA on the Standardized Test and Reporting (STAR) test, Below Basic and Far Below Basic, Sierra has implemented a supplemental English language arts (ELA) program:  Scholastic’s Read 180.  The support QEIA has provided with funding for additional staff has made the successful implementation of this program possible.  It is anticipated that this program 

will help provide the essential support needed to close the achievement gap for ELs to both reclassify as fluent English Proficient and successfully matriculate.
The positive academic achievement results evidenced over the past four years were supported through the careful creation of an instructional program designed to meet the diverse needs of Sierra’s student population while also promoting accelerated academic achievement; all of which were made possible through the assistance of QEIA funding.
To understand the significant role QEIA funding has played in closing the achievement gap of all students at Sierra, it is important to illustrate the steps Sierra has been making as a school which helped to realize these positive results.  Sierra has been embarking on a program of true, school-wide transformation.  Integral to this transformation process is the identification of their Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) emphasis. In addition, Sierra’s transformation has been facilitated through newly forged community partnerships with a number of influential community, industrial and educational organizations.  They include the First Assembly of Orange County, who provides facilities, tutoring, and other services to the school, students, and families; Comunidad Latina, a branch of Schools First Credit Union who is pioneering with UCI to create student savings accounts for college; and Rocket Science, who include Boeing engineers who provide after school tutoring and mentoring while actually designing rockets for an annual launch.  Another developing partnership is with The Orange County Museum of Modern Art who will be providing a constant arts presence and continual opportunities for engaging in a museum experience for Sierra’s students and their families and actively supporting Sierra’s VAPA emphasis.
Supporting the diverse educational requirements of a student population whose instructional needs range from special needs, to ELs to Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) students requires an instructional day with a variety of offerings.  For students in need of interventions, whether they are students who are struggling academically or students who need assistance in learning English, there are a number of options and offerings to provide the specific support needed.   Intervention reading courses are available for students who score at the Below Basic and Far Below Basic level on the English Language Arts (ELA) portion of the Standardized Test and Reporting (STAR).   In addition, extended learning time in the form of after school classes and summer school classes were provided to students who scored at the Basic, Below Basic and Far Below Basic level on both the ELA and math portions of the STAR.
Sierra recently launched a new eighth-grade Algebra Academy by Pitsco Education. The new program incorporates nontraditional instruction, multimedia resources, cooperative student pairing, and hands-on Algebra Readiness and Algebra I activities designed to reinforce cognitive learning through psychomotor reinforcement.  Individualized prescriptive Lessons are used to evaluate and address student competencies and needs, and whole-class Culminating Group Activities led by the teacher tie grade-level math concepts and curricula together.
Providing for the differentiated instructional needs of their student population does not end with the aforementioned interventions for struggling students.  For students who demonstrate high achievement on grade level standards, honors courses in all core content areas at all grade levels are included in the master schedule. Teachers in these courses have received professional development training on Kaplan’s strategies of depth and complexity, novelty and acceleration though content/thinking prompts.   This training has a significant “spill-over effect” as the strategies employed by these teachers in courses outside of honors/GATE classes benefit all students.  Finally, Sierra also offers extended learning and enrichment program after school and on Saturdays for all students.    

Sierra has focused its professional development efforts in supporting a transition to the Common Core State Standards.  These efforts provide a vital link which build upon past professional development in best practices and effective, scientifically research-based instructional strategies such as Thinking Maps, Guided Language Acquisition Design (GLAD) and lesson study, to show how these strategies can be employed to successfully implement the Common Core State Standards.   Staff across all academic disciplines worked together to create and implement a school-wide transition plan to the Common Core which included opportunities to infuse critical thinking skills and improve English language acquisition through engaging, interactive lessons which integrated speaking, reading, writing and listening activities.

The instructional program, interventions, enrichment and support structures implemented through the assistance of QEIA funding at Sierra directly contributed to the three years of academic growth at all grade levels and across all significant student subgroups.  

Justification for Total Core Sections above 27 Students

The reasons that Sierra Preparatory Academy inadvertently exceeded the Rule of 27 are as follows:

Sierra Preparatory Academy is a Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) magnet which serves a diverse student population:  special needs, to English learners to gifted and talented (GATE) students.  Providing for the wide variety of instructional needs for this diverse student population, while also supporting the school’s vision and mission for VAPA created some significant complications to the master schedule:

· SAUSD Intermediate schools have the primary responsibility for creating their master schedules, which are normally developed in the spring of the previous school year based on enrollment, trends and patterns, as well as site specific initiatives and programs.

· The 2012-13 master schedule did meet the QEIA school-wide class size average of 25 in the core courses.  However, the Rule of 27 was not met in 47 sections.
· Of the 47 combined 6th, 7th and 8th grade class sections which exceeded the Rule of 27, it is significant to note that these overages were very small and that the average for all classes at every grade level remained well below the cap of 25.  It is also important to note that in 6th and 7th grade, the majority of the classes that were over 27 where Honors courses.  

	
	6th Grade
	7th  Grade
	8th Grade

	# Sections over 27
	14 

Out of 98
	23

Out of 79
	10

Out of  74

	Courses over 27 and actual average (amount in parenthesis)
	Honors (12): Science (1);  

Social Science (1)  
	27.21
27.18

27.18
	Honors (16):      

Science (3):   

Social Science (2): 

Pre-Algebra (2):   
	27.27

27.18

27.14

27.18
	Science (4):

Social Science (2): 

Algebra  (2): 

Honors (2):
	27.18

27.18

27.18 

27.36 

	Average class size for each grade
	21.41
	24.26
	22.72


· While looking at the school year monthly averages, it is important to note that all of the 47 courses that exceeded the rule of 27 had a monthly average of less than 27 for ten out of the 11 months.  The only month that the courses did not meet the Rule of 27 was in the first month of school.  This was caused to a higher than expected student enrollment.

· The VAPA program at Sierra provides a broad array of electives to support its mission and vision:  Fine arts, industrial arts, choral music, band and orchestra are all included in Sierra’s VAPA selections for students. However, not every VAPA selection is offered every period. For example, students in advanced orchestra, may only attend that class during one particular period through the day.  That same student may also require an intervention or access to a core honors course which may also be offered at just one period during the school day. 

· There are five levels of ELA/ELD intervention in the district-adopted program.  Not all levels are offered every period. Providing the appropriate differentiated intervention instruction needed for students who were performing below grade level, while also providing access to specific VAPA courses which were only offered one point in the school day, created the unfortunate consequence where some class periods of intervention exceeded, by a few students, the rule of 27.

· Sierra is proud to be able to offer honors courses in all core subjects at all grade levels served.  Providing open access to these higher level courses is a priority. However, not all honors courses are offered each period. As with accommodating the differentiated instructional needs of students who required placement in intervention courses, providing open access to honors courses while also supporting the specific VAPA programs created a situation where some class periods of core honors courses exceeded, by a few students, the rule of 27.

Steps Implemented to Ensure Total Core Sections Remain below 27 Students

Santa Ana Unified School District has been working closely in consultation with the Orange County Department of Education QEIA Assistance Center and reexamined the calculations for class sizes at Sierra Preparatory Academy for the 2010-2011 school year. While the school-wide average fell within the average of 25, it was acknowledged that there were some sections which still exceeded the Rule of 27. 
District staff is working with the site to monitor enrollment and placement of students to ensure that grade level averages remain below an average of 25. The district will collaborate with site administration to build next year’s master schedule to ensure that all sections meet the Rule of 27 through effective balancing.  Additional training for site administrators and counselors on student placement and creating a master schedule which makes certain proper enrollment in core classes for all students is currently in place this year.  Included in the training are safeguards to ensure that both the grade level average of 25, as well as the Rule of 27 is met for the current school year. The District is ensuring compliance with Rule of 27 for the remainder of the school year.  We are working with our Human Resources department to monitor and balance, if need be, monthly class loads so that no section exceeds the rule of 27. Therefore, on behalf of Sierra Preparatory Intermediate, the Santa Ana Unified School District assures the maintenance of class average to 25, but respectfully requests permission to waive the Rule of 27 for 2012-2013.

With the assistance of QEIA funding, Sierra Preparatory Academy has had the opportunity to make a significant and long-term impact on the achievement of the hundreds of under-represented students who attend the school.  It is clear on several levels, that QEIA funding has been central to closing the achievement gap. Without it, it is likely that Sierra Preparatory Academy will not have sufficient resources to make these positive changes systemically sustainable. The loss of QEIA funding for Sierra will have a significant, negative impact on the momentum for positive progress the school has made in closing the achievement gap for all, but most specifically for their under-represented student populations. Santa Ana Unified respectfully requests the granting of this waiver to continue Sierra’s positive efforts in closing the academic achievement gap, all of which has been made possible through the support of QEIA funding.

Waiver Number: 38-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Willard Intermediate School


     CDS Code:  30 66670 6061758

Santa Ana Unified School District

Local Educational Agency Request:

Santa Ana Unified School District (USD) is an urban district located in Orange County with a student population of approximately 54,000 students. Willard Intermediate School (IS) serves 926 students in grades six through eight. Monitoring performed by the Orange County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Willard IS in 31 grade six classes, 28 grade seven classes, and 19 grade eight classes that exceeded the QEIA 
27-student cap per classroom requirement in school year 2012–13.The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are an average of 25.0 in grades six through eight. 

Santa Ana USD states there can be significant complications in developing the master schedule because it is based on enrollment, trends, patterns, specific initiatives, and programs from the previous year. In addition, the district states that the majority of the transfers came mid-year and directly impacted the master schedule. The district further states that due to intra-district transfers, and Willard IS being the only intermediate site with available space for students, the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom requirement was not met for all of the classes. Lastly, the district adds that staff is working with the site to monitor enrollment and placement of students to ensure that grade level averages remain below 25 students.

Santa Ana USD requests a waiver of the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom requirement for 31 grade six classes, 28 grade seven classes, and 19 grade eight classes at Willard IS for school year 2012–13.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Santa Ana USD’s request to waive the QEIA 27-student cap per core classroom CSR requirement for grades six through eight at Willard IS for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to 31 grade six classes, 28 grade seven classes, and 19 grade eight classes at Willard IS for school year 2012–13; and (2) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Santa Ana USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Willard IS Schoolsite Council on December 18, 2013.

Supported by Santa Ana Educators’ Association, November 21, 2013.

Local Board Approval: December 10, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 3066670
Waiver Number: 38-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/20/2013 6:00:56 PM
Local Education Agency: Santa Ana Unified School District 
Address: 1601 East Chestnut Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92701
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Rule of 27 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject-specific classrooms in that grade at the school site.  If the subject-specific classroom at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the “the average in 2006-07” for purposes of this subparagraph. [A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.]
Outcome Rationale: The Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) is requesting a waiver, on behalf of Willard Intermediate School, to waive Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Education Code section 52055.740(C)(i).  Specifically, Willard Intermediate School is requesting waiving exit from QEIA based on the Rule of 27.  

Refer to Narrative Attachment.

Student Population: 54000
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 12/10/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Public hearning was announced a month before hearing and posted.
Local Board Approval Date: 12/10/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/18/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Nuria Solis
Position: Director, EL
E-mail: nuria.solis@sausd.us
Telephone: 714-558-5855
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 11/21/2013

Name: Santa Ana Educators' Association (SAEA)

Representative: Susan Mercer

Title: President (SAEA)

Position: Support

Comments: 

Narrative Attachment
On behalf of Willard Intermediate School, the Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) is seeking a waiver of the QEIA Rule of 27 during the period of July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013.  SAUSD recognizes the positive and profound impact of the QEIA’s assistance in improving academic achievement during this period, and respectfully requests that Willard Intermediate’s QEIA funding continue in order to maintain consistent gains and student support systems.  
While SAUSD sincerely acknowledges Willard Intermediate School exceeded the Rule of 27, it is of imperative relevance to the request to note that Willard met or exceeded the majority of all other requirements of the QEIA statute during that same period. Willard’s current API of 642 represents a total average gain of 41 points over the past four years.  Details of these achievements will be further clarified in this waiver request.
QEIA funding has been a vital element in assisting Willard in closing the achievement gap for its under-represented students. This is a significant contribution which has provided essential assistance in improving academic achievement across the full spectrum of significant student subgroups.  
Willard Intermediate is a Title 1 school located in an urban area of Orange County with an enrollment of approximately 926 students, grades 6 through 8. Of this total enrollment, 99.4% are on reduced price meals program, and 59.1% of all identified as English learners (EL).  
The positive academic achievement results evidenced over the past four years were directly supported through the careful creation of an instructional program designed to meet the diverse needs of Willard’s student population while also promoting accelerated academic achievement; all of which were made possible through the assistance of QEIA funding. 
	
	API

	Willard
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2010 to 2013

	All students
	601
	658
	666
	642
	+41


This measurement of accountability indicates that English learners have shown positive growth.  Over the past two years, Willard has experienced markedly improved numbers and percentages of ELs who have reclassified as fluent English proficient (RFEP):  A significant accomplishment, and compelling evidence that the ELs at Willard are, indeed, making considerable progress.  In fact, Willard’s 2012 – 2013 RFEP rate of 33.5% far exceeded the state’s RFEP rate of 12.2% as well as the county’s RFEP rate of 14.3%.

	
	RFEP Rates

	Willard
	#REP
	RFEP %

	2011 - 2012
	81
	15.4%

	2012 - 2013
	146
	33.5%

	Growth
	+65
	+18.1


With 59.1% of the total student population identified as ELs, providing for the specialized needs of this significant student population is a top priority.  For those ELs who are achieving at the lowest levels of ELA on the Standardized Test and Reporting (STAR) test, Below Basic and Far Below Basic, Willard has implemented a supplemental English language arts (ELA) program:  Scholastic’s Read 180.  The support QEIA has provided with funding for additional staff has made the successful implementation of this program possible.  It is anticipated that this program will help provide the essential support needed to close the achievement gap for ELs to both reclassify as fluent English Proficient and successfully matriculate.
To further understand the significant role QEIA funding has played in closing the achievement gap of all students at Willard, it is important to illustrate the structure of the instructional program which helped to realize these positive results.  
Supporting the diverse educational requirements of a student population whose instructional needs range from special needs, to ELs to Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) students requires an instructional day with a variety of offerings. As mentioned earlier, for students who are struggling and performing below their grade level peers, Willard has implemented a supplemental English language arts (ELA) program:  Scholastic’s Read 180 to provide the support these students in order to need to fill in the instructional gaps in students’ reading and writing skills and catch up with their grade level peers.
An exciting extension into providing students at Willard with access to 21st century skills and technology, is the recent implementation of a school-wide program providing all students with access to iPads.  Students, teachers and parents have been trained on the use of these motivating educational tools.  Incorporation of EdMoto, Discovery Learning and Merriam Webster online have been welcome and engaging additions to enriching the curriculum for all students.   Willard also provides school-wide access to computer labs and technology, before, during and after school which offer a wide variety of instructional software applications and internet-accessible programs that address specific reading comprehension deficiencies as determined through the individualized student progress reports provided through Read 180. Tutoring is offered to students who are scoring below grade level in writing.  It is anticipated that the incorporation of these 21st century technology tools will contribute greatly in closing the achievement gap for the students at Willard.
Providing for the differentiated instructional needs of the student population at Willard does not end with the aforementioned interventions for struggling students. For students who demonstrate high achievement on grade level standards, honors courses in all core content areas at all grade levels are included in the master schedule. Teachers in these courses have received professional development training on Kaplan’s strategies of depth and complexity, novelty and acceleration though content/thinking prompts. This training has a significant “spill-over effect” as the strategies employed by these teachers in courses outside of honors/GATE classes benefit all students.
Willard has focused its professional development efforts in supporting a transition to the Common Core State Standards.  These efforts provide a vital link which build upon past professional development in best practices and effective, scientifically research-based instructional strategies such as Thinking Maps, Guided Language Acquisition Design (GLAD) strategies and Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP), to show how these strategies can be employed to successfully implement the Common Core State Standards.   Staff across all academic disciplines worked together to create and implement a school-wide transition plan to the Common Core which included opportunities to infuse critical thinking skills and improve 

English language acquisition through engaging, interactive lessons which integrated speaking, reading, writing and listening activities.
The instructional program, interventions, enrichment and support structures realized and  implemented through the assistance of QEIA funding at Willard have directly contributed to the four years of academic growth at all grade levels and across all significant student subgroups.  

Justification for Total Core Sections above 27 Students

The reasons that Willard Intermediate inadvertently exceeded the Rule of 27 are as follows:

· SAUSD Intermediate schools have the primary responsibility for creating their master schedules, which are normally developed in the spring of the previous school year based on enrollment, trends and patterns, as well as site specific initiatives and programs.

· Due to intra-district transfers, and Willard being the only Intermediate site with available space for students, the Rule of 27 was not met for all of the classes.  The majority of the transfers came mid-year and directly impacted the master schedule.

· The new master schedule did meet the QEIA school-wide class size average of 25 in the core courses for all grade levels.  

Steps Implemented to Ensure Total Core Sections Remain below 27 Students

Santa Ana Unified School District has been working closely in consultation with the Orange County Department of Education QEIA Assistance Center and reexamined the calculations for class sizes at Willard Intermediate for the 2012-2013 school year. While the school-wide average fell within the average of 25, it was acknowledged that there were some sections which still exceeded the Rule of 27.   
District staff is working with the site to monitor enrollment and placement of students to ensure that grade level averages remain below an average of 25. The district will collaborate with site administration to build next year’s master schedule to ensure that all sections meet the Rule of 27 through effective balancing.  Additional training for site administrators and counselors on student placement and creating a master schedule which makes certain proper enrollment in core classes for all students is currently in place this year.  Included in the training are safeguards to ensure that both the grade level average of 25, as well as the Rule of 27 is met for the current school year. The District is ensuring compliance with Rule of 27 for the remainder of the school year.  We are working with our Human Resources department to monitor and balance, if need be, monthly class loads so that no section exceeds the Rule of 27. Therefore, on behalf of Willard Intermediate, SAUSD assures the maintenance of class average to 25, but respectfully requests permission to waive the Rule of 27 for 2012-13.

With the assistance of QEIA funding, Willard Intermediate has had the opportunity to make a significant and long-term impact on the achievement of the hundreds of under-represented students who attend the school.  It is clear, on several levels, that QEIA funding has been central to closing the achievement gap.  Without it, it is likely that Willard Intermediate will not 

have sufficient resources to make these positive changes systemically sustainable. The loss of QEIA funding for Willard Intermediate will have a significant, negative impact on the momentum for positive progress the school has made in closing the achievement gap for all, but most specifically for their under-represented student populations. SAUSD respectfully requests the granting of this waiver to continue Willard’s positive efforts in closing the academic achievement gap, all of which has been made possible through the support of QEIA funding.

Waiver Number: 18-12-2013           Period of Request: August 14, 2012, to June 13, 2013


      Period Recommended: August 14, 2012, to June 13, 2013
Bonita Elementary School

                            CDS Code:  42 69120 6045272
Santa Maria-Bonita School District 
Local Educational Agency Request:

Santa Maria-Bonita School District (SD) is a suburban district located in Santa Barbara County with a student population of approximately 15,050 students. Bonita Elementary School (ES) serves 602 students in kindergarten and grades one through six. Monitoring performed by the Santa Barbara County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Bonita ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 20.44 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 17.5, 25.0, and 25.0 in grades four through six, respectively.
Santa Maria-Bonita SD states that in January 2010, it applied for a waiver to adjust its grade four QEIA CSR target from 17.5 to 21.0; this waiver was denied. The district also states that over the life of QEIA, Bonita ES has experienced a 61.9 percent enrollment growth, and currently 98 percent of the students are socioeconomically disadvantaged students and 
92 percent are English language learners. Lastly, the district states that it was unable to bus students to other district schools, however, the school offers a junior high student movement instructional program model to provide additional certificated staff in English language arts and mathematics instructional sections to decrease class sizes.  

Santa Maria-Bonita SD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for grades four through six at Bonita ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of alternative CSR targets, based on an average of the instructional section enrollments in each grade level, of 23.0, 25.4, and 26.0 students on average in core classes in grades four through six, respectively.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Santa Maria-Bonita SD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR targets for grades four through six at Bonita ES for school year 2012–13.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grades four through six at Bonita ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Bonita ES increases enrollment to 23.0, 25.4, and 26.0 students on average in core classes in grades four through six, respectively; (3) No core class in grades four through six may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Santa Maria-Bonita SD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Bonita ES Schoolsite Council on December 12, 2013.

Supported by Santa Maria Elementary Educators Association December 6, 2013.
Local Board Approval: December 12, 2013.
California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 4269120
Waiver Number: 18-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/13/2013 12:22:31 PM
Local Education Agency: Santa Maria-Bonita School District 
Address: 708 South Miller St.
Santa Maria, CA 93454
Start: 8/14/2012

End: 6/13/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number:

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: 52055.740.

(C) For classes in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science courses in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

[(i) At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.]

[(ii) An average of 25 pupils per classroom.]

(iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject-specific classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the subject-specific classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the “average in 2006-07” for purposes of this subparagraph. [A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4th-12th , inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.]

Outcome Rationale: Please see attachments.

Student Population: 602
City Type: Small
Public Hearing Date: 12/12/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Posted
Local Board Approval Date: 12/12/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Schoolsite Council/English Language Advisory Committee
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/12/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. Aaron Shrogin
Position: Principal
E-mail: ashrogin@smbsd.net
Telephone: 805-361-8285
Fax: 805-925-1179
Bargaining Unit Date: 12/06/2013

Name: Santa Maria Elementary Educators Association

Representative: Jose Segura

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

ATTACHMENT

Bonita School is applying for a one year, one time retroactive exemption from the QEIA 4th, 5th and 6th grade class size reduction targets for 2012-13. Our hope is that the California Department of Education and California State Board of Education in granting this waiver request will seek justification based on the actual intent of the QEIA legislation as stated in California Education Code 52055.710, Articles c, d & e.
(c) Improve the quality of academic instruction and the level of pupil achievement in schools in which pupils have high levels of poverty and complex educational needs.
(d) Develop exemplary school district and school practices that will create the working conditions and classroom learning environments that will attract and retain well qualified teachers, administrators, and other staff.
(e) Focus school resources, including all categorical funds, solely on instructional improvement and services to pupils.
Bonita School’s QEIA CSR targets were:
· 4th grade- 17.5:1
· 5th  grade- 25:1
· 6th grade- 25:1
The attached document shows that the following grade level averages applied to Bonita School’s 4th, 5th and 6th grades during the 2012-13 school year when all of the instructional sections at each grade level are averaged. Bonita School, although a K-6 elementary school offers a junior high student movement instructional program model. We do this to provide additional certificated staff in English language arts and mathematics’ instructional sections to decrease class sizes. When all of the instructional section enrollments in each grade level for the 2012-13 school year are averaged, the following class size ratios exist:
· 4th grade- 23:1
· 5th grade- 25.4:1
· 6th grade- 26:1
~ Please see Artifact #1
In consideration of this waiver request we respectfully request that all parties concerned take into account the following conditions that we feel are mitigating factors:
1) In the 2009-10 school year, Bonita School applied for a waiver to adjust the 4th
grade QEIA CSR target from 17.5:1 to 21:1 or higher. This waiver was denied by the California State Board of Education.
2) Bonita School has experienced a 61.19% total enrollment growth between 2007-08 and 2013-14 (8.74% per annum) over the life of the QEIA Grant, (please see Artifact #2).
3) Our school district was unable to offer to bus Bonita School students to other district schools.
4) Our school district received and denied our petition to purchase and install an additional portable classroom for student use using QEIA funds in 2010-11 because of their desire to reduce the number of students being housed in portable buildings.
5) From 2006-07 to 2011-12 Bonita School experienced an average 24.05% transiency figure.
6) Bonita School offers a demographic profile of:
· 98% Educationally Disadvantaged Youth
· 92% English language learner
· With 85% of our parent demographic having not completed high school (to the best of our knowledge, no other school in Santa Barbara County matches or exceeds these three characteristics.)
Waiver Number: 16-12-2013                  Period of Request: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013


            Period Recommended: July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013
Barbara Webster Elementary School

     CDS Code:  56 76828 6055545
Santa Paula Unified School District 
Local Educational Agency Request:

Santa Paula Unified School District (USD) is a suburban district located in Ventura County with a student population of approximately 3,757 students. Barbara Webster Elementary School (ES) serves 423 students in kindergarten and grades one through five. Monitoring performed by the Ventura County Office of Education indicates that the class size reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Barbara Webster ES in school year 2012–13. The school’s current QEIA CSR targets, approved by a 2012 waiver for school years 2012–13 and 2013–14, for core classes of English, mathematics, history-social science, and science are 23.0 in kindergarten and grades one through three, and an average of 25.0 in grades four and five.
Santa Paula USD states that all students in the neighborhood surrounding Barbara Webster ES are allowed to enroll in the school, including students who transitioned from third to fourth grade. The district adds that during the summer months, families often relocate, leaving spaces for new students in the neighborhood. However, the district states that in August 2012, more than 25 fourth-grade students arrived at the school. Further, the district states that they had no intention of exceeding the CSR waiver and made every attempt to accommodate students at other sites as quickly as possible. Because there were no buses, the district states that some parents needed additional time to arrange for transportation to the other school sites. Lastly, the district states that when the CSR average was calculated for the QEIA annual monitoring, the fourth grade enrollment average for the year for was 25.05, slightly above the CSR target of 25.0.

Santa Paula USD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR target for grade four at Barbara Webster ES for school year 2012–13, and the establishment of an alternative CSR target of 25.05 students on average in core classes in grade four.

California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Santa Paula USD’s request to increase its QEIA CSR target to 25.05 for grade four at Barbara Webster ES for school year 2012–13.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to grade four at Barbara Webster ES for school year 2012–13; (2) Barbara Webster ES increases enrollment to 25.05 students on average in core classes in grade four; (3) No core class in grades four and five may exceed 27 students per classroom regardless of the average classroom size; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Santa Paula USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Barbara Webster ES Schoolsite Council on December 4, 2013.
Supported by Santa Paula Federation of Teachers, November 19, 2013.
Local Board Approval: December 12, 2013.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 5676828
Waiver Number: 16-12-2013

Active Year: 2013
Date In: 12/13/2013 10:42:55 AM
Local Education Agency: Santa Paula Unified School District 
Address: 201 South Steckel Dr.
Santa Paula, CA 93060
Start: 7/1/2012

End: 6/30/2013
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 

Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Quality Education Investment Act
Ed Code Title: Class Size Reduction Requirements 

Ed Code Section: 52055.740(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (C) For classes in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science courses in grades 4 to 12, inclusive, an average classroom size that is the lesser of clause (i) or (ii), as follows:

(i)[ At least five pupils fewer per classroom than was the average in 2006-07.]

(ii)[ An average of 25 pupils per classroom.]

(iii) For purposes of this subparagraph, average classroom size shall be calculated at the grade level based on the number of subject-specific classrooms in that grade at the school site. If the subject-specific classrooms at the school averaged fewer than 25 pupils per classroom during the 2005-06 school year, that lower average shall be used as the “average in 2006-07” for purposes of this subparagraph. [A school that receives funding under this article shall not have a class in English language arts, reading, mathematics, science, or history and social science in grades 4th-12th , inclusive, with more than 27 pupils regardless of its average classroom size.] 

Outcome Rationale: Santa Paula Unified School District is requesting a waiver of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) class size reduction (CSR) target for fourth grade at Barbara Webster School for school year 2012-13 from 25 to 25.05 for the period July 1, 2012 to 
June 30, 2013.

All students in the Barbara Webster neighborhood are allowed to enroll, including students who transitioned from third to fourth grade. During the summer months, families often relocate, leaving spaces for new students to the neighborhood. In August, 2012, more than 25 students arrived at Barbara Webster for each fourth grade class. The District proceeded to move students to other sites where there was space. The District does not provide bus transportation, so some parents were given additional time to arrange for transportation from the Barbara Webster neighborhood to other school sites.

The District had no intention of exceeding the CSR waiver, and made every attempt to accommodate students at other sites as quickly as possible. Unfortunately, when the CSR 

average was calculated for the QEIA Annual Review, the enrollment average for the year for fourth grade was 25.05, slightly above the CSR target of 25.

Student Population: 423
City Type: Suburban
Public Hearing Date: 12/12/2013
Public Hearing Advertised: Posted at District Office, City of Santa Paula, Blanchard Library, Briggs School District Office, Mupu School District Office.
Local Board Approval Date: 12/12/2013
Community Council Reviewed By: Barbara Webster Schoolsite Council
Community Council Reviewed Date: 12/4/2013
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Robin Freeman
Position: Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services
E-mail: rfreeman@santapaulaunified.org
Telephone: 805-933-8804
Fax: 805-933-8023
Bargaining Unit Date: 11/19/2013

Name: Santa Paula Federation of Teachers

Representative: Carolyn Ishida

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 
Revised:  2/24/2014 10:33 AM
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