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	SUBJECT

Recommendations for the Full Implementation of Consortium Technology-Enabled Summative Assessments in 2014–15 as Required by Education Code Section 60648.5.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

California Education Code (EC) Section 60648.5 requires the California Department of Education (CDE) to determine and make recommendations regarding California local educational agencies’ (LEAs) progress toward and readiness for the full implementation of technology-enabled assessments aligned with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics. The Report and Recommendations for the Full Implementation of Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments as Required by Education Code Section 60648.5 was provided to the State Board of Education (SBE) in Attachment 1 of an October 2014 Memorandum http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemooct2014.asp. 
RECOMMENDATION
The CDE proposes the following recommendations for board action:

1. Administer the Smarter Balanced technology-enabled summative assessments in spring 2015. Provide the Smarter Balanced paper-pencil assessments to those schools that lack the necessary broadband connectivity for online testing or are not able to administer the braille version online, and encourage those LEAs to develop a plan to overcome these barriers by the 2016–17 school year.

2. Continue to provide professional development and training for: 
a. CCSS aligned instruction and assessment, 
b. Alignment of classroom and assessment accessibility supports, and

c. Administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments. 
3. Provide ongoing support to LEAs that experience technology-related barriers, including information about resources and technical support.
4. Use the consortium technology-enabled summative assessment development and implementation, as a model, to guide the development and implementation of a computer-based alternate assessment that is aligned with the CCSS in ELA and mathematics. The alternate assessment will be made available to all eligible students with significant cognitive disabilities who have an individualized education program (IEP). 
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
EC Section 60648.5 requires that the first full administration of assessments aligned with the CCSS (i.e., the summative assessments) for ELA and mathematics shall occur in the 2014–15 school year unless the SBE determines that the assessments cannot be fully implemented. This section also requires that the CDE provide the SBE, Department of Finance (DOF), and appropriate fiscal and policy committees of the Legislature with a report and recommendations on or before October 1, 2014, regarding how LEAs are progressing toward the implementation of a technology-enabled assessment system and the extent to which the computer-adaptive summative assessments can be fully implemented. Based on the information in this report, the SBE determines whether the state shall fully implement the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in ELA and mathematics for grades three through eight, inclusive, and grade eleven for the 2014–15 school year.

The CDE, in collaboration with information technology contractors and Senior Assessment Fellows, conducted a wide variety of activities to support and prepare LEAs for the 2014 field test administration of the Smarter Balanced computer-based assessments. Through these activities, the CDE evaluated LEA’s technological progress as well as the state’s readiness to fully implement technology-enabled summative assessments in 2014–15. In addition, the CDE has engaged in collaborative activities to establish a plan for the development of a computer-based alternate assessment field test for students with significant cognitive disabilities. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
In October 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with the Report and Recommendations for the Full Implementation of Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments as Required by Education Code Section 60648.5 which included the recommendations for the full implementation of the computer-enabled summative assessments.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemooct2014.asp. 
In September 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) activities, including the Smarter Balanced Field Test administration focus groups and post-test survey, science assessment stakeholder meetings, and alternate assessment activities. 

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/sep14item03.doc) 

In July 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, details of the Smarter Balanced Field Test, results of the mid-test survey, planning of the post-test survey and focus group meetings, and future outreach activities for the spring 2015 Smarter Balanced operational assessments. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jul14item22.doc)

In addition, the SBE approved the contract amendment to extend the Educational Testing Service (ETS) contract through December 31, 2015. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jul14item05.doc) 

In March 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, outreach efforts to prepare LEAs for the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test, the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, National Center and State Collaborative activities, and planning of the science assessment stakeholder meetings. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/mar14item14.doc) 

In January 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on statewide assessment transition activities, including the establishment of the CAASPP System, the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation activities, information about the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, the CDE and ETS training modules for California LEAs, and a CAASPP technology update. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jan14item04.doc) 

In November 2013, the CDE provided the SBE with highlights of Assembly Bill 484, information on the availability of the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, an update on the Technology Readiness Tool, an update on changes to the new registration system with the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, and an update on collaboration activities of the CDE and the K–12 High Speed Network. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr13/documents/nov13item08.doc) 

In September 2013, the CDE presented information to the SBE on Smarter Balanced assessment development activities, including legislative developments, findings from the CDE Technology Preparedness Survey, a report on research regarding the costs of statewide student testing, research regarding computer-based versus paper-based testing, an update on the draft Usability, Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines, development activities for the spring 2014 Field Test, and a comparison of costs for the development and administration of the ELA and mathematics portions of the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program and the Smarter Balanced assessment system. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr13/documents/sep13item03.doc) 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Funding for the CAASPP System is included in the Governor’s 2014–15 Budget Act for contract costs as approved by the SBE, contingent upon DOF review of the related contract, during contract negotiations, prior to its execution.

The Budget Act includes a total of $89,081,000 for contracts related to the CAASPP System. This includes $9.55 million for consortium-managed services for the CAASPP Smarter Balanced assessments to be provided by the University of California, Los Angeles, National Center for Research on Evaluation Standards and Student Testing and $200,000 for the first six months of a separate contract to provide an independent evaluation of the CAASPP System. The remaining $73,231,000 is available to fund contract activities for the 2014–15 test administration and $6 million for the development of specified new CAASPP assessments, per SBE actions, as part of the contract amendment. The final budget for the contract amendment is to be negotiated and approved by the CDE, SBE, and DOF.
ATTACHMENT(S)
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