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	SUBJECT

Presentation on My Digital Chalkboard.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

On October 7, 2014, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) announced the re-launch of the Brokers of Expertise (BoE) site, now called My Digital Chalkboard. At the November 2014 State Board of Education (SBE) meeting, the SSPI stated the California Department of Education (CDE) would present information on My Digital Chalkboard at a future SBE meeting. My Digital Chalkboard is a separate resource from the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, which is an online warehouse that includes tools and resources designed to support teachers in the use of classroom-based formative assessment practices.
RECOMMENDATION
This item is for information only. No specific action is recommended.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
My Digital Chalkboard (https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/) is a state-sponsored  online community of California educators. Educators collaborate through group participation and discussions, and upload/access educational classroom and administrative resources. Collaboration helps educators understand and use what works best in California schools and districts. 
Originally launched in 2010 as BoE, My Digital Chalkboard has expanded to over 20,000 registered users, 4,000 groups, and 70,000 educational resources. The project goals for the re-launched site were to enhance the educator experience at the site, to improve the site look and feel, and to streamline resource allocation. The CDE continues to engage education stakeholders, seeking information into the education community’s needs, in order to inform system scope and design. 
A significant portion of My Digital Chalkboard is open to the public, including resources available for download without logging onto the site. Local educational agency educators who register for the site have further access than the public, and are able to participate in select online groups and upload resources. 
The resources available at My Digital Chalkboard are designed for educators to primarily use in the classroom. Some of the more frequently used resource search filtering options include: by topic (English-language arts [ELA], History Social Science, mathematics, Foreign Language, etc.), by grade, by audience, or by resource type (videos, documents, Internet site links, etc.). 

My Digital Chalkboard includes curated resources from 25 featured content providers, such as Edutopia, the National Science Digital Library, Smithsonian Education, and the Monterey Bay Aquarium. With the launch of the new My Digital Chalkboard site, over 300,000 additional digital resources are available through the national Learning Registry initiative (http://learningregistry.org/). 
My Digital Chalkboard also provides online state adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) professional learning modules, CCSS aligned materials, and links to CCSS and state academic content standards, including, but not limited to, California ELA/English Language Development. CDE programs (the early education program, California’s statewide and regional English language learner groups, etc.)  use My Digital Chalkboard to communicate statewide with regional program leaders, share program resources, and schedule meeting events. New programs, such as the foster youth coordinators group and specialized secondary program group, are developing group networks in My Digital Chalkboard.
Recent Efforts
With funding from the Californians Dedicated to Education Foundation, and in collaboration with the K–12 High Speed Network and its affiliates, the CDE launched the refreshed BoE portal this fall as My Digital Chalkboard. The vision for Phase 1 was a short-term fall 2014 re-launch of the site. The CDE led a collaborative effort to improve the user experience for local teachers, board members, site administrators, and other educators. Phase 1 improvements used the same infrastructure, resources, and groups as BoE. The project goals were to enhance the educator experience at the site, to improve the site look and feel, and to streamline resource allocation. The rebranded-Internet site benefits from current industry practices, providing California educators a faster and “easier to navigate” experience to find online educational resources, and educator group collaboration.

Phase 2 is a concurrent long-term project to collect information from California educators about the digital resources and professional development that they want and need access to, in order to improve student learning. Phase 2 involves spending time in the field, researching ongoing California educator needs, and identifying a long-term sustainable solution. The CDE is spending time working with educators and stakeholders to understand the user needs. The CDE is also investigating and identifying a model to create system stability and sustainability, ongoing customer support, system maintenance, a partner infrastructure, and continued alignment with common core state standards.
Live Presentation

The following CDE staff members will provide a joint presentation to the SBE of select resources on My Digital Chalkboard and respond to questions. 

Karen Holst, Education Technology Fellow

Cindy Kazanis, Director, Educational Data Management Division 

Steve Smith, Education Programs Consultant, Educational Data Management Division
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
This item presents the information and overview of My Digital Chalkboard to the SBE. This is the first time the SBE has been provided an overview of My Digital Chalkboard.

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
None.
ATTACHMENT(S)
None.
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