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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

The California Alternate Assessment (CAA) is one of the state assessments used for accountability, and it must comply with the Elementary and Secondary Education Act requirements. The CAA is administered in grades three through eight and grade eleven to students with significant cognitive disabilities. The development of the CAA blueprints for English–language arts (ELA) and mathematics has focused on strengthening the link between the test items and grade-level Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the Core Content Connectors (CCCs). The CCCs, developed by the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC), make connections between the Learning Progressions Framework indicators and the CCSS. More information regarding the CCCs is available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/altassessment.asp.  
The Learning Progressions Framework project was developed by the National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment (NCIEA) and the National Alternate Assessment Center (NAAC). It was funded with partial support from U.S. Department of Education grants, the NAAC, and the NCIEA. The project describes research-based pathways for learning that can guide lesson planning, and K-12 curriculum and assessment development. 

Blueprints were developed following the work of the NCSC and are proportional (i.e., percent of items are proportional to those of the NCSC blueprints for the same grades and content areas) to the CCSS at each grade. The blueprints take into account the same number of items at each of the three levels of complexity. The use of the blueprints will begin with the 2016 administration.
The new blueprints reflect the new CAA test design, standards, and item types. The standards assessed on the new CAA are the CCCs from NCSC, which are aligned with the CCSS. The goal of blueprint development was to align the new CAA blueprints as closely with NCSC as possible. This alignment can be observed in the percentages assessed for each domain or group of domains. The CAA test design, like that of NCSC, is a two-stage adaptive assessment. Each student, within a grade level, in stage one, will see a set of items [the Router] to route them to stage two. On the basis of the student’s performance in stage one, stage two will present the student items in one of three tiers (CAA is designed with three tiers of complexity). The blueprint format (columns titled “Within the Router,” “Outside of Router,” “Number of Item(s),” and “Point Range per Item”) is to demonstrate the difference in content design and emphasis. 
When the first batch of new CAA items were field-tested in spring 2015, the standards were equally weighted, regardless of cognitive complexity. However, as more items are developed and the CAA becomes operational, Educational Testing Service (ETS) recommends appropriately accounting for the cognitive complexity of skills by assigning multiple point values for certain standards that require multiple cognitive processes (i.e., the more steps, the more points). These standards will be given multiple points to weight them appropriately for the CAA population. For this reason, although the NCSC percentages were used as guidance, the percentages in these proposed new blueprints show small variations (i.e., changes in the percentages) due to weighting. Keeping the new CAA blueprints as close to the NCSC blueprints as possible was a guiding principle in the development of the new CAA blueprints.
The blueprints were reviewed by stakeholders (e.g., teachers and administrators) at two meetings in early June, and their comments have been incorporated into the final documents. Attachment 1 contains the blueprint for the CAA ELA assessments, and Attachments 2 and 3 include the blueprints for the CAA mathematics assessments.
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of

Education (SBE) take action to approve the CAA blueprints for ELA and mathematics.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
Per California Education Code Section 60640, the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress System succeeded the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program on January 1, 2014. The new statewide assessment system has been designed to support the full implementation of CCSS.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND

ACTION
In April 2015, the SBE received a memorandum from the CDE that provided an update on the development and administration of the CAA field test. The update addressed the CAA content and field test structure, as well as outreach activities. The memorandum can be found on the SBE April 2015 Information Memoranda Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-apr15item03.doc 
In July 2014, the SBE directed the CDE to eliminate the California Alternate Performance Assessment in ELA and mathematics and explore options for developing the CAA. The document containing this information can be found on the SBE Minutes Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/mt/ms/documents/finalminutes0910jul2014.doc 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Funding for this activity was approved by the SBE in the Educational Testing Service Scope of Work Amendment 12.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
California Alternate Assessment Blueprint for English-language Arts 

                        (14 Pages)

Attachment 2:
California Alternate Assessment Blueprint for Mathematics 2016 
                        (22 Pages)

Attachment 3:
California Alternate Assessment Blueprint for Mathematics 2017–18 
                        (18 Pages)
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