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After School Program Attendance Adjustments for Programs Temporarily Closed due to Natural Disasters
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

Individual after school program sites are required to meet specific annual attendance goals or else the program is subject to a funding reduction in the next year. California Education Code (EC) Section 8482.8(d) enables the State Board of Education (SBE) to approve crediting the attendance of After School Education and Safety Education (ASES) and 21st Century after school program sites if they are unable to operate due to a natural disaster.

RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE approve adjusting the program attendance for after school programs located at the schools listed in Attachment 1 with their average annual attendance for those days following a natural disaster.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
Currently the CDE allocates over $670 million in state ASES and 21st Century after school program grants. Individual school sites are required to meet specific annual attendance goals in order to maintain their funding. When these goals are not met, the program is subject to a reduction in their funding in their next fiscal year allocation. The CDE then accumulates these site reduction funds and redistributes them in the next year to new after school grant applicants.

EC Section 8482.8(d) provides that, in the event of civil unrest, natural disaster or imminent danger to students or staff, the CDE may seek SBE approval of payment equal to the amount of ASES funding that the grantees would have received if they had been able to operate their program.
Governor Brown issued an emergency proclamation for several natural disasters in 2014 including:
· On May 14, 2014 in San Diego County wildfires burned thousands of acres, destroyed homes and other structures, damaged critical infrastructure and caused the evacuation of thousands of residents. Consequently, twenty-nine school districts in San Diego County were closed during May 14-15 and twenty school districts were closed on May 16.
· On August 24, 2014, an earthquake in the Napa region caused some schools in the Napa Unified School District to close. 
· On December 11-12, 2014, a severe storm swept through northern California that caused the closure of many schools due to widespread floods, winds up to 140 mph, power outages, and safety problems. 

Also included in the list is Santa Paula Unified School District who closed several schools for two days during September 15-16, 2014, for an intense heat wave.  CDE program staff confirmed the schools were closed for the traditional school day as well as the after school programs. 
The after school programs closed because of the natural disasters are requesting the CDE apply their program’s average annual 2014 attendance during the days that their respective schools were closed. All of these after school programs have provided proof of the school closures to the CDE.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
The State Board of Education has not previously considered this matter.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
If this request is approved, there will be no fiscal effect to the CDE beyond the original grant allocation.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: List of Schools with After School Programs Closed Due to Natural Disasters. (11 pages)
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