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CAASPP CN150012
Narrative for the Budget Summary
Revised April 21, 2015
The purpose of this document is to provide supporting information to the budget summary that Educational Testing Service (ETS) submitted to the California Department of Education (CDE) as part of the contract negotiations for RFS CN150012. The budget summary was presented to the CDE on March 30, 2015. The narrative is organized in the same order as Exhibit B in the budget summary.
General Comments about Fixed Costs
Fixed costs include costs for the activities that must occur in order to successfully administer the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) system regardless of variables such as, but not limited to: number of tests; number of students tested; or number of local educational agencies (LEAs), schools, or test administrators. To administer at least one test, the activities described as fixed costs must occur.
Fixed costs include activities that are not tied to a specific testing program and that must occur to operate the CAASPP system. These tasks include the comprehensive plan and schedule (Task 1); program support services, including the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments and Digital Library (Task 2); technology services (Task 3); test security measures (Task 4); accessibility and accommodations support (Task 5), and test development (Task 6). 
Fixed costs also include activities that are related directly to the specific testing program. These activities must occur in order to administer at least one test for each grade and content area required. These fixed costs may include test materials construction and production (whether online or paper), scoring, analysis, and psychometric/technical activities and are combined with variable costs. Additional information about these fixed costs is described in the sections below for each testing program. Tasks that have a mix of both fixed and variable costs include test administration (Task 7), scoring and reporting (Task 8), and reporting (Task 9).
The testing programs within the CAASPP assessment system also share some specific activities that create efficiencies in the administration and operations of the overall assessment system. These include, but are not limited to: preparing the test delivery system for computer-based tests; packaging paper-pencil testing materials for the different testing programs and shipping these materials to LEAs; collecting the paper test materials from LEAs; processing and preparing the test materials (both online or paper tests) when returned to the scoring center; and reporting the test results to the LEAs. For the CAASPP assessment system, the fixed costs for these shared activities are allocated to each testing program according to the expected number of students taking the tests. Thus, the fixed costs for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments — both shared and test specific — are higher than those of the other testing programs, because they include the largest volume of test takers.
General Comments about Variable Costs

Variable costs include activities that are impacted directly by factors that can change, such as number and types of test materials or number of test takers. 
For the CAASPP assessment system, the most significant drivers of variable costs are the number of test takers which varies by and for each testing program and the number of student responses that human readers must score. 
Variable costs generally include activities that are tied to a specific testing program. The tasks that include variable costs are test administration (Task 7); scoring and analysis (Task 8), and reporting (Task 9). These tasks also have associated fixed costs.

Administrative and Program Support Costs

The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that contribute to the overall completion of the CAASPP Scope of Work (SOW) and that are not attributed to a specific testing program. These tasks include program support services (Task 2), test security (Task 4), support to LEAs (Task 2), test administration setup support (Task 2, item banking support (Task 6), provision of reports and data to the CDE (Task 9), and coordination with the CDE independent evaluator (Task 1). 
All costs in this area are fixed costs that are based on the estimated labor and other direct costs needed to complete each task, using reasonable assumptions, expertise, and experience of the ETS Team.
Assessment Development Costs

The scope of assessment development costs includes the following new CAASPP assessments that are aligned to the state-adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics or to the state-adopted Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS):

CCSS-aligned Alternate Assessments for ELA and mathematics — continuation of the assessment development activities that were initiated in the previous contract #5417. The California Alternate Assessment (CAA) for ELA and mathematics will be available as an online assessment and a paper-pencil assessment and will be administered to students in grades three through eight (inclusive) and grade 11.

NGSS-aligned science assessments — development of items and tasks (year 1), pilot testing (year 2), and field testing (year 3). The NGSS-aligned science assessments will be designed as online assessments; the pilot and field tests will be administered to students in the three grade levels that the state determines.
NGSS-aligned alternate science assessments — development of items and tasks (year 1), pilot testing (year 2), and field testing (year 3). The NGSS-aligned alternate science assessments will be designed primarily as an online assessment, similar to the CAA for ELA and mathematics; the pilot and field tests will be administered to students in the three grade levels that the state determines.
CCSS-aligned primary language assessments — development of items and tasks (year 1), pilot testing (year 2), field testing (year 3), and standard setting (year 3). The CCSS-aligned primary language assessments will be designed as online assessments; the pilot and field tests will be administered to students in grades three through 11 (inclusive), who meet the eligibility requirements for this assessment.

All costs for assessment development activities are fixed costs under Task 6. 
· The average cost per item for an assessment depends on the mix of item types and number of items. Since our scope of work includes meetings with stakeholders to determine the content of the test, we cannot predict the mix of item types at this time. Therefore, it is impossible to quote an average cost per item for the new assessments. We would like to discuss this issue in the negotiation meetings.
There are no assessment development costs for the Smarter Balanced Summative and Interim Assessments, the California Standards Tests (CSTs) for Science, the California Modified Assessments (CMA) for Science, the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for Science, and the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) for Reading/language Arts (RLA). 

Assessment development for the Smarter Balanced assessments is the responsibility of the Smarter Balanced Consortium.
The CST, CMA, and CAPA Science tests and the STS RLA tests utilize existing items and tasks developed under the previous contract.

· Costs to produce the Field Test technical reports for the NGSS-aligned science, NGSS-aligned alternate science, and the CCSS-aligned primary language assessments are included under the “Assessment Development (Task 6); Scoring and Analysis (Task 8); and Reporting (Task 9)” section for the 2018 administration. 

Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment Costs — Computer-Based Tests
The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that are specifically related to the computer-based (online) administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in ELA and mathematics. All students in grades three through eight (inclusive) and 11 are required to take the Smarter Balanced tests. Students eligible to take the CAA are exempt from the Smarter Balanced tests.
· The summative assessments are available as computer-based online tests, which is the primary mode of the test administration. The paper-pencil summative assessments are available for  each administration covered under the contract. This section describes the costs relative to the computer-based tests only. The paper-pencil summative assessments are discussed later in this budget narrative.

The costs for Smarter Balanced assessments are based on the test taker counts provided in the RFS. The estimated number of test takers for the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments in all grades is 3,104,000 each in the 2016 and 2017 administrations. The estimated number of test takers for the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments in all grades for the 2018 administration is 3,200,000. The increase in the 2018 test taker estimates is due to the fact that the paper-pencil version of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments will no longer be available beginning with the 2018 administration.
Students in grades three through eight (inclusive) and grade 11 must take the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for mathematics, including English learner (EL) students who have been United States schools less than 12 months. 

Students in grades three through eight (inclusive) and grade 11 must take the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA. However, per testing regulations, EL students who have been in the United States schools less than 12 months may be exempt from taking the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments; for the purposes of planning and providing cost estimates, we assumed that the percentage of EL students exempt from testing in ELA will be a small fraction of the overall test taker counts. 

Students in grades five and eight must also take either CST Science or CMA Science.
Summative Assessments test takers do not take the CAA and CAPA Science tests.

Summative Assessments test takers may take the STS RLA test. 

· The Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments are developed by the Smarter Balanced Consortium. Therefore, the ETS budget does not include test development costs for these tests.
· Use of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments are paid by the state through membership fees to the consortium. The membership fees include costs for activities such as, but not limited to, item and task development, fees for copyrighted materials, and tier 3 support to the Smarter Balanced systems and materials used by the state. Therefore, the ETS budget does not include costs for these and other Smarter Balanced-provided activities. The ETS cost estimate assumes the state will pay these fees directly, outside of ETS’s pricing.
· Task 7: Test Administration
The fixed costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for this task include:

Providing and supporting the Secure Browsers that students use to take the tests
Providing the Test Administrator (TA) Interface that test administrators  use to proctor a testing session

Providing the Practice and Training Tests

Providing the online summative assessment as computer-adaptive tests (CAT) and performance tasks (PTs), along with necessary supporting materials, such as the Classroom Activities

Providing user guides and Directions for Administration
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Hosting the test delivery system with sufficient resources to support up to 500,000 concurrent users (shared with the online CAA) 

The variable costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 8: Scoring and Analysis
The fixed costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for this task include:

Receiving and processing the student response and scored data from the computer-based test delivery system
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Programming the scoring system with the Smarter Balanced test questions (shared with the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)
Analyzing the Smarter Balanced test questions as part of the quality control processes (shared with the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

Preparing the hand-scoring and artificial intelligence (AI) processes and systems (hand-scoring is shared with the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)
The variable costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for this task include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Scoring the student responses that must be hand scored (shared with the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)
Task 9: Reporting
The fixed costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for this task include:
(There are no program-specific fixed costs.)

The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Setting up the infrastructure to produce and ship the paper Individual Student Reports 
Shipping the paper Individual Student Reports

Providing reports to the online reporting system

Producing assessment data files at the student and aggregate level for delivery to the CDE

Providing a data file of test results to the Smarter Balanced Consortium (shared with the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)
Producing the public reporting Web site 

Completing the psychometric analyses for the Smarter Balanced tests (shared with the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

Producing the Technical Report for Smarter Balanced (shared with the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

The variable costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for this task include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Producing the Smarter Balanced results on the Individual Student Reports (shared with the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments and CST and CMA Sciences for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)
Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Costs

The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that are specifically related to the delivery of the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments in ELA and mathematics and access to the Smarter Balanced Digital Library. 

The Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments are designed to be administered on the same computer-based test delivery platform as the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments. Students will use the same Secure Browsers and TAs will use the same TA Interface as the online summative assessments. LEAs may administer the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments to any student in kindergarten through grade 12.

The test delivery system will include the capability for the CDE to limit access to the interim assessments per § 855( c ) of the state testing regulations for CAASPP.

The interim assessment costs include access to the Interim Assessment Hand Scoring System, a scoring module that American Institutes for Research developed.

Results from the interim assessments are available through the Smarter Balanced Reporting System. Costs to develop and support single sign on to the Smarter Balanced Reporting System are included in the ETS costs. The Smarter Balanced Reporting System is developed and provided by the consortium; therefore, costs to maintain the Smarter Balanced Reporting System are not included in the ETS budget.
Costs to develop and support single sign on access to the Smarter Balanced Digital Library are included in the ETS costs. The Smarter Balanced Digital Library is provided and maintained by the consortium; therefore, costs to maintain the Digital Library itself are not included in the ETS budget.

All costs related for the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments and Digital Library are fixed costs.  

California Alternate Assessments — Computer-Based Tests
The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that are specifically related to the computer-based (online) administration of the CAA in ELA and mathematics. The CAA will be administered to students in grades three through eight (inclusive) and grade 11 whose individualized education program (IEP) teams have determined that the student’s cognitive disabilities prevent him or her from taking the online Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments. This population of students has, in previous years, been assigned to take the CAPA for ELA and mathematics.
· The CAA is available as a computer-based online test, which is the primary mode of the test administration. A paper-pencil version will also be available for students whose IEP teams have determined that a paper-pencil assessment is the best mode of delivery. This section describes the costs relative to the computer-based tests only. The paper-pencil CAA are discussed later in this budget narrative.

The costs for online CAA are based on the test taker counts provided in the RFS. The estimated number of test takers for the online CAA in all grades is 39,000 each year.
Eligible CAA students in grades five and eight must also take CAPA Science.

CAA test takers do not take the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment, CST Science, CMA Science, or STS RLA tests.
· Task 7: Test Administration

The fixed costs specific to the online CAA for this task include:

Providing and supporting the Secure Browsers that students use to take the tests

Providing the Test Administrator (TA) Interface that test administrators use to proctor a testing session

Providing the CAA Practice and Training Tests

Providing the online assessment along with necessary supporting materials

Providing user guides and Directions for Administration
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Hosting the test delivery system with sufficient resources to support up to 500,000 concurrent users (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments) 

The variable costs specific to the online CAA include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 8: Scoring and Analysis
The fixed costs specific to the online CAA for this task include:

(There are no program-specific fixed costs.)
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Receiving and processing the student response and scored data from the computer-based test delivery system (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)

Programming the scoring system with the CAA test questions (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)

Analyzing the CAA test questions as part of the quality control processes (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)

The variable costs specific to the online CAA include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Scoring the student responses (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)

Task 9: Reporting

The fixed costs specific to the online CAA for this task include:
(There are no program-specific fixed costs.)

The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Programming the reporting system to report the CAA results 

Completing the psychometric analyses for the CAA tests (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)

Producing the Technical Report for CAA (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)

Setting up the infrastructure to produce and ship the paper Individual Student Reports 

Shipping the paper Individual Student Reports

Providing reports to the online reporting system

Producing assessment data files at the student and aggregate level for delivery to the CDE

Producing the public reporting Web site 

The variable costs specific to the online CAA for this task include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Producing the CAA results on the Individual Student Reports (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)
Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments — Paper-Pencil Tests

Information about the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments is included in the “Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments — Computer-Based Tests” section of this budget narrative.

The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that are specifically related to the paper-pencil administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in ELA and mathematics. The paper-pencil tests are available only for the 2016 and 2017 administrations and will be discontinued beginning with the 2018 administration. LEAs must receive approval from the CDE to receive and administer the paper-pencil versions.

The costs for the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments are based on the test taker counts provided in the RFS. The estimated number of test takers for the paper-pencil summative assessments in all grades is 96,000 each year.

Task 7: Test Administration
The fixed costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for this task include:

Producing one nonscannable test booklet per grade per content area for a total of 14 unique test booklets 
Constructing and producing one scannable response booklet per grade per content area

Producing one braille test booklet per grade per content area

Producing one nonscannable test booklet and one scannable response booklet per grade for the Spanish version of the mathematics tests

Constructing one large-print test booklet per grade per content area

Preparing the production of one test administration manual for each grade and content area
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Packaging and shipping test materials to LEAs

The variable costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments include:

Producing test materials in sufficient volumes to administer the tests to the estimated number of test takers. Note: The production volumes include the overage materials that are provided to each LEA and school and materials to fulfill supplemental orders.

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 8: Scoring and Analysis

The fixed costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for this task include:

Programming the scanning system with the Smarter Balanced questions used on the paper-pencil forms

The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Collecting the paper test materials from LEAs

Setting up and maintaining the infrastructure to process paper test materials upon return to the scoring center
Programming the scoring system with the Smarter Balanced test questions (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

Analyzing the Smarter Balanced test questions as part of the quality control processes (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

Preparing the hand-scoring processes and systems (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

The variable costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for this task include:

Scoring the student responses from the paper version of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Scoring the student responses that must be hand scored (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

· Task 9: Reporting

The fixed costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for this task include:

(There are no program-specific fixed costs.)

The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Completing the psychometric analyses for the Smarter Balanced tests (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

Producing the Technical Report for Smarter Balanced (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

Setting up the infrastructure to produce and ship the paper Individual Student Reports 

Shipping the paper Individual Student Reports

Providing reports to the online reporting system

Producing assessment data files at the student and aggregate level for delivery to the CDE

Providing a data file of test results to the Smarter Balanced Consortium (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)
Producing the public reporting Web site 

The variable costs specific to the Smarter Balanced Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments for this task include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Producing the Smarter Balanced results on the Individual Student Reports (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments and CST and CMA Sciences for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only)

California Alternate Assessments — Paper-Pencil Tests

Information about the CAA is included in the “California Alternate Assessments — Computer-Based Tests” section of this budget narrative.

The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that are specifically related to the paper-pencil administration of the CAA in ELA and mathematics. 

The costs for the paper-pencil CAA are based on the test taker counts provided in the RFS. The estimated number of test takers for the paper-pencil CAA in all grades is 4,000 each year. 

Task 7: Test Administration

The fixed costs specific to the paper-pencil CAA for this task include:

Preparing the production of one administration manual for each grade and content area

The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Packaging and shipping test materials to LEAs

The variable costs specific to the paper-pencil CAA for this task include:

Producing test materials in sufficient volumes to administer the tests to the estimated number of test takers. Note: The production volumes include the overage materials that are provided to each LEA and school and materials to fulfill supplemental orders.

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 8: Scoring and Analysis

The fixed costs specific to the paper-pencil CAA for this task include:

(There are no program-specific fixed costs.)

The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Collecting the paper test materials from LEAs

Setting up and maintaining the infrastructure to process paper test materials upon return to the scoring center

Receiving and processing the student response and scored data from the computer-based test delivery system (shared with the online CAA)

Programming the scoring system with the CAA test questions (shared with the online CAA)

Analyzing the CAA test questions as part of the quality control processes (shared with the online CAA)

The variable costs specific to the paper-pencil CAA for this task include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Scoring the student responses (shared with the online CAA)

Task 9: Reporting

The fixed costs specific to the paper-pencil CAA for this task include:
(There are no program-specific fixed costs.)

The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Programming the reporting system to report the CAA results 

Completing the psychometric analyses for the CAA tests (shared with the online CAA)

Producing the Technical Report for CAA (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)

Setting up the infrastructure to produce and ship the paper Individual Student Reports 

Shipping the paper Individual Student Reports

Providing reports to the online reporting system

Producing assessment data files at the student and aggregate level for delivery to the CDE

Producing the public reporting Web site 

The variable costs specific to the online CAA for this task include:

(There are no program-specific variable costs.)

The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Producing the CAA results on the Individual Student Reports (shared with the paper-pencil CAA)

CST and CMA for Science Costs

The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that are specifically related to the administration of the CST and CMA for Science in grades five, eight, and 10. Administration, scoring, and reporting of the CST and CMA science assessments are required by state law to meet federal accountability requirements.
The costs for CST and CMA Science tests are based on the test taker counts for the CST and CMA Science tests in grades five, eight, and 10 as specified in the RFS. The estimated number of CST and CMA Science test takers in the three grades is 1,380,000 each year. 
A student in grade five, eight, or 10 must take either the CST Science or the CMA Science test. Determining which science test the student must take is a local decision. The CMA Science tests are administered to students with individual education plans (IEPs) who may not be able to access the CST Science tests even with accommodations.

CST and CMA Science test takers in grades five and eight must also take the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments ELA and mathematics. CST Science test takers in grade 10 do not take the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments.

CST and CMA Science test takers do not take the CAPA science tests. 
CST and CMA Science test takers may take the STS RLA test. 
· The CST and CMA Science tests are paper-pencil tests only. There are no computer-based versions of these tests.

· The costs for CST and CMA Science tests are for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only. The costs assume that the CST and CMA Science tests will be discontinued after the 2017 administration and will be replaced by the NGSS-aligned science assessments to be field tested in the 2018 administration.

Task 7: Test Administration
The fixed costs specific to the CST and CMA Science tests for this task include:
Constructing three nonscannable test forms for each grade and test for a total of eighteen unique test forms—three test forms per grade and test is a continuation of the test security measure implemented in the previous contract

Constructing one braille and one larger-print version for each grade 
Constructing three Directions for Administration (DFA), one for each grade, that are updated with the policy and administration instructions applicable for each administration year
Constructing one CST/CMA Science combined scannable answer document that will be used for all three grades
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Packaging and shipping test materials to LEAs for the paper-pencil tests only
The variable costs specific to the CST and CMA Science tests for this task include:
Producing test materials in sufficient volumes to administer the tests to the estimated number of test takers. Note: The production volumes include the overage materials that are provided to each LEA and school and materials to fulfill supplemental orders.
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 8: Scoring and Analysis
The fixed costs specific to the CST and CMA Science tests for this task include:
Programming the scanning system to capture student responses that include possible changes to the test forms since their previous administration and capturing the updated demographic and test settings information that CDE requires  

Programming the scoring system with the CST and CMA Science test questions for the test forms selected for each administration, updated to incorporate possible item swaps due to security breaches or copyright issues since the forms’ previous administration. Making changes to the test settings fields that CDE requires
Analyzing the CST and CMA Science test questions as part of the standard ETS quality control processes conducted for all test administrations to assure that the tests are performing as expected regardless of the test taker population
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Collecting the test materials from LEAs
Setting up and maintaining the infrastructure to process test materials upon return to the scoring center
The variable costs specific to the CST and CMA Science tests for this task include:
Scoring the student responses
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 9: Reporting
The fixed costs specific to the CST and CMA Science tests for this task include:

Programming the reporting system to report CST and CMA Science results that include possible changes to the reporting requirements and to capture updated demographic and test settings information that CDE requires.
Setting up and maintaining the reporting system where test results will be made available after the LEA has completed testing
Completing the psychometric analyses for the CST and CMA Science tests that incorporate any changes to the test forms since their previous administration and changes to CDE demographic reporting requirements

Producing two Technical Reports, one for the CST Science tests and one for the CMA Science tests
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Setting up the infrastructure to produce and ship the paper Individual Student Reports
Shipping the paper Individual Student Reports
Providing reports to the online reporting system

Producing assessment data files at the student and aggregate level for delivery to the CDE

Producing the public reporting Web site 

The variable costs specific to the CST and CMA Science tests for this task include:

Producing CST and CMA Science results for grade 10 on the Individual Student Reports
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:
Producing CST and CMA Science results for grades five and eight on the Individual Student Reports, which also include the test results for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments (shared with the Smarter Balanced Online and Paper-Pencil Summative Assessments)
CAPA for Science Costs

The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that are specifically related to the administration of the CAPA for Science in grades five, eight, and 10. Administration, scoring, and reporting of the CAPA Science assessments that state law is currently required to meet federal accountability requirements. The CAPA Science tests are administered to students with severe cognitive disabilities who cannot access the CST or CMA Science tests.
The costs for the CAPA Science tests are based on the test taker counts for the CAPA Science Assessments in grades five, eight, and 10 specified in the RFS. The estimated number of CAPA Science test takers in the three grades is 15,000 each year.

CAPA for Science test takers do not take the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, CST Science tests, CMA Science tests, or STS RLA tests. CAPA Science test takers must also take the California Alternate Assessments (CAA) in ELA and mathematics.
· The CAPA Science tests are paper-pencil tests only. There are no computer-based versions of these tests.

· The costs for CAPA Science tests are for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only. The costs assume that CAPA Science tests will be discontinued after the 2017 administration and will be replaced by the NGSS-aligned alternate science assessments to be field tested in the 2018 administration.

Task 7: Test Administration
The fixed costs specific to the CAPA Science tests for this task include:
Constructing one nonscannable CAPA Science Examiner’s Manual that includes all tests for the CAPA Science tests
Constructing a scannable answer document that is completed by the Test Examiner
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:
Packaging and shipping test materials to LEAs
The variable costs specific to CAPA Science tests for this task include:
Producing test materials in sufficient volumes to administer the tests to the estimated number of test takers. Note: The production volumes include the overage materials that are provided to each LEA and school, and materials to fulfill supplemental orders.
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 8: Scoring and Analysis
The fixed costs specific to CAPA Science tests for this task include:
Programming the scanning system to capture student responses that include possible changes to the test forms since their previous administration, and capturing updated demographic and test settings information that CDE requires. 
Programming the scoring system with the CAPA Science test questions (tasks) that also includes changes to the test settings fields that CDE requires.
Analyzing the CAPA for Science test questions (tasks) as part of the standard ETS quality control processes conducted for all test administrations to assure that the tests are performing as expected, regardless of the test taker population
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:
Collecting the test materials from LEAs
Setting up and maintaining the infrastructure to process test materials upon return to the scoring center
The variable costs specific to CAPA Science tests for this task include:
Scoring the student responses to CAPA Science tests
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 9: Reporting
The fixed costs specific to CAPA Science tests for this task include:
Programming the reporting system to report CAPA Science tests results that include possible changes to the reporting requirements and capturing updated demographic and test settings information that CDE requires.
Completing the psychometric analyses for CAPA Science tests that incorporate any changes to the test forms since their previous administration and making changes to CDE demographic reporting requirements.
Producing the Technical Report for CAPA Science tests
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:
Setting up the infrastructure to produce and ship the paper Individual Student Reports
Shipping the paper Individual Student Reports
Producing assessment data files at the student and aggregate level for delivery to the CDE

Producing the public reporting Web site 

The variable costs specific to CAPA Science tests include:
Producing CAPA Science results on the Individual Student Reports
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

STS for Reading/Language Arts Costs

The tasks and associated costs included in this area are those that are specifically related to the administration of the STS for Reading/Language Arts (RLA) in grades two through 11 inclusive. The STS for RLA tests are administered to Spanish-speaking English learners who meet the eligibility requirements provided by the CDE. It is an optional test and is not used to meet state or federal accountability requirements.
The costs for the STS for RLA are based on the test taker counts for the STS for RLA in grades two through 11, inclusive, as specified in the RFS. The estimated number of STS test takers in the ten grades is 45,000 each year.
STS test takers in grades three through eight (inclusive) and 11 also take the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in ELA and mathematics. STS test takers in grades five, eight, and 10 also take either CST or CMA Science. STS test takers do not take CAPA for Science or CAA in ELA or mathematics.
· The STS for RLA tests are paper-pencil tests only. There are no computer-based versions of these tests.

· The costs for STS for RLA are for the 2016 and 2017 administrations only. The costs assume that STS for RLA will be discontinued after the 2017 administration and will be replaced by the CCSS-aligned primary language assessments to be field tested in the 2018 administration.

Task 7: Test Administration

The fixed costs specific to STS for RLA for this task include:
Constructing three scannable test forms for grades two and three for a total of six unique test forms— three test forms per grade and test is a continuation of the test security measure implemented in the previous contract

Constructing up to three nonscannable test forms for grades four through eleven for a total of up to 24 unique test forms—three test forms per grade and test is a continuation of the test security measure implemented in the previous contract
Constructing a scannable answer document for grades four through 11
Constructing one braille and one larger-print version for each grade  
Constructing one DFA for each grade
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

Packaging and shipping test materials to LEAs

The variable costs specific to STS for RLA for this task include:
Producing test materials in sufficient volumes to administer the tests to the estimated number of test takers. Note: The production volumes include the overage materials that are provided to each LEA and school and materials to fulfill supplemental orders.
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 8: Scoring and Analysis
The fixed costs specific to STS for RLA for this task include:
Programming the scanning system to capture student responses that include possible changes to the test forms since their previous administration and capturing updated demographic and test settings information that CDE requires. 

Programming the scoring system with the STS test questions for the test forms selected for each administration and updated to incorporate possible item swaps due to security breaches or copyright issues since the forms’ previous administration. Making changes to the test settings fields that CDE requires. 
Analyzing the STS test questions as part of the standard ETS quality control processes conducted for all test administrations to assure that the tests are performing as expected regardless of the test taker population
The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:
Collecting the test materials from LEAs
Setting up and maintaining the infrastructure to process test materials upon return to the scoring center
The variable costs specific to STS for RLA for this task include:
Scoring the student responses to the STS
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:

(There are no shared variable costs.)

Task 9: Reporting
The fixed costs specific to STS for RLA for this task include:
Programming the reporting system to report STS for RLA results that include possible changes to the reporting requirements and capturing updated demographic and test settings information that CDE requires.
Completing the psychometric analyses for STS for RLA that incorporate any changes to the test forms since their previous administration and making changes to CDE demographic reporting requirements

Producing the Technical Report for the STS for RLA

The fixed costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:
Setting up the infrastructure to produce and ship the paper Individual Student Reports
Shipping the paper Individual Student Reports
Producing assessment data files at the student and aggregate level for delivery to the CDE

Producing the public reporting Web site 

The variable costs specific to STS for RLA include:
Producing the STS for RLA results on the Individual Student Reports
The variable costs shared with other testing programs for this task include:
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