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	SUBJECT

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on Program Activities, including, but not limited to, Smarter Balanced Assessments (Summative, Interim, and
Digital Library Resources), Technology, Summative 
Assessment in Primary Languages Other than English, California Alternate Assessment, California Next Generation Science Standards Assessments, and Outreach Activities.

	
	Action

	
	
	Information

	
	
	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item reflects the collaboration of the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD), the Educational Data Management Division (EDMD), the Special Education Division (SED), and the Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division (AMARD) of the California Department of Education (CDE) with regard to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System.

Update on Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments

Local educational agencies (LEAs) have had access to the 2014–15 summative assessment results using the Online Reporting System that allows for the timely reporting of preliminary results. As announced at the July State Board of Education (SBE) meeting, LEA test site coordinators were granted access to the Online Reporting System in August. LEAs began receiving shipments of Individual Student Reports (ISRs) for distribution to parents in August and those shipments to LEAs will continue through September. To assist parents in understanding the ISR and the Smarter Balanced test results, the CDE has recently posted a Guide to Understanding Your CAASPP Student Score Report that can be found on the CDE Understanding the CASSPP Student Score Reports Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssreports.asp. Additionally, the CDE, in collaboration with the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium and with support from the California State Parent Teacher Association, has also posted a Parent Guide to the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments: Overview and Sample Questions on the CDE CAASPP Web page under the Students and Parents Tab at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/index.asp?tabsection=3#ssr. The CDE, in collaboration with the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, is currently working on a teacher guide to be released shortly. 
The CDE is planning for the public release of the first operational administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments after the September SBE Meeting. In preparation for the public release of the CAASPP results, the CDE has been presenting to various stakeholders about the new Web site specifically developed to display results of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments (see Attachment 1). A PowerPoint presentation of the new Web site will be provided as an Item Addendum as Attachment 2. 
In preparation for the 2015–16 administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, the CDE is working in collaboration with the California CAASPP contractor (i.e., Educational Testing Service [ETS]) to identify enhancements to the Test Operations Management System, test delivery system, and test reporting system. An example of one such enhancement will be the addition of an educator role that will provide educators with access to the preliminary results in the Online Reporting System. These decisions are driven by the various activities conducted in 2014–15 to collect information and feedback from users, including such techniques as surveys, focus groups, and stakeholder meetings. These enhancements, along with the addition of various trainings and professional development opportunities referenced in the Outreach Activities section of this item, are consistent with a continuous improvement approach.
Update on Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments

On August 10, 2015, administration of the kindergarten through grade twelve (K–12) interim assessments in English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics became available to LEAs for the 2015–16 school year. The CDE, working in collaboration with the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium and the CAASPP contractor, will continue to improve the interim assessment system (including the test delivery and reporting systems) throughout the 2015–16 school year and beyond. The following enhancements were made available to LEAs for the 2015–16 school year:

· LEAs may now administer the interim comprehensive assessments (ICAs) up to three times per student and the interim assessment blocks (IABs) an unlimited number of times. This is an increase from the two opportunities that were in place for the ICAs and IABs during the 2014–15 school year.

· LEAs may now administer interim assessments for any grade level to any student. This is a change from the restricted availability of the interim assessments that was in place during the 2014–15 school year (i.e., availability at enrolled grade level, one grade level below enrolled grade, and one grade level above enrolled grade).

Update on Smarter Balanced Digital Library of Formative Resources

Over 236,000 California educators are registered users of the Smarter Balanced Digital Library. In June 2015, in response to feedback from Digital Library users across Smarter Balanced member states, Smarter Balanced launched a redesigned Digital Library landing page as well as several other enhancements. 
On July 13, 2015, the CDE released a Digital Library training video for K–12 educators. The video provides an overview of the formative assessment process, instructions for logging into and navigating the Digital Library, and information on cross-state collaboration features within the Digital Library. This video is available on the CDE Digital Library Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/diglib.asp.
Over 100 California educators continue to be part of the Digital Library State Network of Educators (SNE). Members of the SNE develop and review resources for inclusion in the Digital Library and have expertise working with various student groups. Of the current SNE members, 59 percent have experience teaching students with disabilities and 84 percent have experience teaching English learners. California SNE members are overseen by the State Leadership Team (SLT), a group of CDE employees that provides guidance throughout the resource submission and review process. In July 2015, 26 California SNE members and 4 SLT members participated in an in-person workshop, hosted by Smarter Balanced. This group was trained in evaluating and submitting materials to the Digital Library. As a result of this workshop, approximately 52 new resources were added to the Digital Library.
Approximately 35 SNE members are scheduled to participate in an online course offered by WestEd titled “Formative Assessment Insights: A Digital Professional Learning Experience for Teachers.” This five-month course begins in September 2015. The purpose of this course is to increase participants’ understanding of formative assessment processes and help them become skillful users of formative assessment processes within their classrooms in the context of college and career ready standards. 
Technology Update

The K–12 High Speed Network (K12HSN) is continuing to work with service providers to ensure that the 171 sites moving forward for improved connectivity through the Broadband Infrastructure and Improvement Grant (BIIG) remain on schedule. The upgrades for Alta Vista Elementary School in Tulare County and Di Giorgio Elementary in Kern County are complete and data are passing through the circuits. For additional information about the status of the remaining sites, please visit the K12HSN BIIG Circuit Installation Web page at https://sites.google.com/a/icoeapps.org/biig/. (Note: If the preceding link does not display properly, copy and paste the Web address to a Web browser directly.)
The 2015–16 Budget Act allocates $50 million to the K12HSN for the BIIG program. Similar to the BIIG program in 2014–15, the 2015 Budget Act directs the K12HSN to work in consultation with the CDE and SBE to distribute grants in the following in order of priority. 

· First priority will be given to school sites with a current connection below 20 Kilobits per second (Kbps) per student, that will be unable to administer the 2016 computer-based CAASPP assessment and are unable to improve their Internet connection.

· Second priority will be given to schools with less than 100 Kbps per student and which have limited options to improve their connections for the computer-based CAASPP assessment.

· Third priority will be given to schools if funds are available, to underconnected schools ranked by the lowest connection capacity.
The 2015–16 Budget Act allows the K12HSN to fund projects that will result in per pupil costs of more than $1,000 per test taking pupil only upon approval by the Department of Finance (DOF), and no sooner than 30 days after notification in writing is provided to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee. Additionally, any remaining funds may be used to provide grants to under-connected schools that do not have adequate broadband infrastructure. As a condition of receiving grant funding, all sites must commit to support the ongoing monthly costs associated with improved Internet infrastructure.

The 2015–16 Broadband Infrastructure Improvement G​ant (BIIG) opened on August 21, 2015, and closes on September 30, 2015. This timeframe is designed to allow sufficient time for service providers to submit bids in accordance with the E-rate process. The bids will be reviewed by K12HSN, a technical review panel comprised of regional technology LEA staff, and submitted to the CDE, SBE, and DOF for final review and approval. Up to date information on the grant process is available on the K12HSN Broadband Grants BIIG 2.0 Web page at http://www.k12hsn.org/grants/biig2/. 
The 2015–16 Budget Act also allocates $10 million to the K12HSN to provide professional development and technical assistance to LEAs related to network management. Specifically, the Budget Act states the following: 

1. Professional development and technical assistance shall include training of LEA staff, and development and distribution of best practices, guidance, and other elements of technical support to implement network infrastructure within schools and to provide school districts with utilization information for optimal decisions.

2. The K12HSN may partner with county offices of education (COEs) or other LEAs to provide statewide access to training and resources.

The K12HSN is consulting with their Advisory Board and other education stakeholders on options for spending these funds to support LEAs. 

Summative Assessment in Primary Languages Other than English
The CDE presented in an August Memorandum the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Primary Language Assessment Stakeholder Meetings and Online Survey Report. At a future SBE meeting, the CDE will present the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s recommendation for the development and administration of a summative assessment in primary languages other than English for the SBE’s approval.
California Alternate Assessment 

The CDE continues to communicate with the Arizona Department of Education (the fiscal agent for the new multistate collaborative that will administer the assessments developed by the National Center and State Collaborative [NCSC]) in an effort to realize the use of NCSC items and/or the NCSC assessment in 2016.

In an October Memorandum, the CDE plans to present information on the California Alternate Assessment (CAA) 2015 field test data. 
During the fall, the CDE will hold numerous meetings with teachers to review the NCSC Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) to assist with the development of the CAA PLDs. The CAA PLDs as well as the CAA Standard Setting Plan will be brought to the SBE in March 2016 for approval prior to the CAA first operational administration April 11 through June 20, 2016.
Update on California Next Generation Science Standards Assessments

The CDE is continuing its active engagement with state and national science educators and experts involved in Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) assessment development work. The CDE is a member of the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) Science Assessment Item Collaborative (SAIC)—a collaborative of states established to develop high-quality summative science test items aligned to the NGSS that could be used by member states as they build state science assessments. The SAIC project is divided into two phases. Phase I ran from December 2014 through June 2015 and focused on the development of the SAIC Assessment Framework (Framework), Item Specifications Guidelines, and science item prototypes. The Framework and the Item Specifications Guidelines are in their final review stage and anticipated to be released in the summer of 2015. As a part of Phase I, SAIC is also developing two clusters of approximately seven to ten science item prototypes each. Cluster one includes grade five items while cluster two includes high school item prototypes. The science item prototypes are currently in their initial stages of development and are anticipated to be released in the fall of 2015. The CCSSO is still developing a Phase 2 plan for states to evaluate and determine their decisions for continued participation.
Outreach and Professional Development Activities
The CDE, in coordination with its assessment contractors and CDE Senior Assessment Fellows, continues to conduct outreach activities and provide professional development opportunities to prepare LEAs for the administration of the CAASPP System. Outreach efforts are outlined in Attachment 1.

The 2015–16 Budget Act secured funding for Senior Assessment Fellows to provide continued training and support to California LEAs administering the Smarter Balanced assessments in 2015–16. The CDE has contracted with the Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE) for six part-time Senior Assessment Fellows to provide this service. 

In August 2015, as part of the CAASPP administration contract with ETS, the CDE delivered Summer Scoring Workshops that provided support to LEA staff in understanding the hand scoring of the Smarter Balanced assessments. Each of the eight one-day regional workshops trained educators on the use of the Smarter Balanced rubrics to score student responses. Separate sessions were conducted for ELA and mathematics. 
In September 2015, the CDE will conduct the annual North/South assessment meetings. The meetings will be held in Sacramento and Ontario and are attended by LEA CAASPP and other test coordinators. The meetings will provide CDE and Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium staff the opportunity to provide timely information on statewide assessments and accountability.

In October 2015, as part of a contract with SCOE, the CDE will begin providing regional in-person CAASPP Institutes to teams of LEA staff. The CAASPP Institutes will consist of a two-part workshop designed to provide professional development for teams at schools and school districts throughout the state on how to best use all components of the CAASPP System including the summative assessments, the interim assessments, and the Digital Library provided by Smarter Balanced to improve teaching and learning. LEA staff team members may include, but not be limited to, those working in the areas of curriculum and instruction, assessment, accountability, English learners, students with disabilities, and technology. At least one site or district administrator may also be part of the team. 
RECOMMENDATION

This item is for information only. No specific action is recommended. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress
Per California Education Code (EC) Section 60640, the CAASPP System succeeded the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program on January 1, 2014. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In August 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an Information Memorandum on the CAASPP teacher and student feedback sessions conducted after the spring administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments. The August 2015 SBE Memoranda can be found on the SBE August Information Memorandum Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemoaug2015.asp. 

In June 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an Information Memorandum on the CAASPP pre-test survey results and an update on the stakeholder meeting for California Next Generation Science Standards Assessments required by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemojun2015.asp).
In May 2015, the SBE approved ETS as the new CAASPP contractor.

In April 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an Information Memorandum on the process used to recruit, train, and monitor raters for the hand scoring of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment items (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemoapr2015.asp).

In March 2015, the SBE approved the CAASPP Individual Student Report (ISR) with technical edits (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/agenda201503.asp). 
In January 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on the BIIG, the progress of the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments, the Digital Library, the CAA, and the plan for reporting the 2014–15 CAASPP results

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/agenda201501.asp).
In November 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, including Smarter Balanced, achievement level setting, and technology (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/nov14item02a2.pdf).
In November 2014, the SBE approved the CDE’s recommendations for the full implementation of a technology-enabled assessment system and the administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in 2014–15 (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/nov14item03.doc).
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The 2015–16 Budget Act allocates $50 million to the K12HSN for the BIIG program grants for LEAs and $10 million for the K12HSN professional development and technical assistance activities.

The 2015–16 Budget Act provides $94 million in funding for CAASPP contract activities in 2015–16. This funding is being utilized for the following CAASPP contracts:

· Contract activities provided by ETS ($83.6 million: $7.6 million in Contract 5417; $76 million in Contract CN150012) as approved by the SBE for test administration and development activities, including the development of NGSS and primary language assessments per SBE input

· A contract with the University of California, Los Angeles ($8 million) approved by the SBE that provides Smarter Balanced consortium-managed services, including access to the Smarter Balanced summative assessments, interim assessments, and Digital Library tools

· A contract with the Human Resources Research Organization ($774,117) for a multi-year independent evaluation of the CAASPP System per requirements in California EC Section 60649

· A contract with SCOE ($1.5 million in one-time funding) for CAASPP support activities, including regional CAASPP Institutes and Senior Assessment Fellows services per authority in the 2015 Budget Act (6100-113-0001, Provision 13)

Funding for 2016–17 and beyond will be contingent upon an annual appropriation being made available from the Legislature in future fiscal years.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities (4 Pages)

Attachment 2:
Starting Points: Understanding Smarter Balanced Baseline Scores PowerPoint presentation will be provided as an Item Addendum.
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities

The California Department of Education (CDE), in coordination with its assessment contractor and CDE Senior Assessment Fellows, have provided a variety of outreach activities to prepare local educational agencies (LEAs) for the administration of California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System of assessments. Outreach efforts have included Webcasts, in-person test administration workshops, focus group meetings, and presentations for numerous LEAs throughout the state. The following table lists presentations during July and August 2015. In addition, the CDE continues to release information regarding the CAASPP System of assessments, including weekly updates, on its Web site and through e-mail Listservs. 
	Presentations by CDE Staff

	Date
	Event Name
	Event Location
	Assessment
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	7/23/2015
	Regional Assessment Network
	Sacramento
	CAASPP System
	25
	CDE staff presented a general update on the CAASPP System.

	8/10/2015
	San Diego Assessment Symposium
	San Diego
	CAASPP System
	TBD
	Keric Ashley, Deputy Superintendent of the District, School, and Innovation Branch, presented an update on the CAASPP System to LEA assessment directors in San Diego County.

	8/13/2015
	Advisory Committee on Special Education
	Sacramento
	CAASPP System
	30
	CDE staff presented a general update on the CAASPP System.

	8/25/2015
Tentative
	Stakeholders Meeting
	Webinar
	CAASPP System
	TBD
	Presentation in preparation for the public release of scores. Topics included the student report, public reporting Web site and the parent guide.

	8/26/2015
Tentative
	Webcast – LEA Coordinators and Public Information Officers
	Webcast
	CAASPP System
	TBD
	Presentation in preparation for the public release of scores. Topics included the student report, public reporting Web site and the parent guide.

	8/27/2015
Tentative
	Media
	Webinar
	CAASPP System
	TBD
	Presentation in preparation for the public release of scores. Topics included the student report, public reporting Web site and the parent guide.

	8/28/2015

Tentative
	Legislative Staff Briefing
	Sacramento
	CAASPP System
	TBD
	Presentation in preparation for the public release of scores. Topics included the student report, public reporting Web site and the parent guide.


	CAASPP Administration Contractor Workshops

	Date
	Event Location
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	8/3/2015
	Sacramento
	155
	Summer Scoring Workshops: In-person, full-day workshops conducted across the state to train California educators on the rubrics and anchors used to score constructed responses for the Smarter Balanced Summative and Interim Assessments. 

	8/10/2015 – 8/11/2015
	Fresno
	199
	

	8/11/2015 – 8/12/2015
	Los Angeles County Office of Education (COE)
	223
	

	8/17/2015
	Riverside COE
	223
	

	8/17/2015 – 8/18/2015
	Humboldt COE
	35
	

	8/19/2015
	San Diego
	218
	

	8/19/2015 – 8/20/2015
	Shasta COE
	56
	

	8/21/2015
	Ventura COE
	199
	

	CAASPP Presentations by Senior Assessment Fellows

	Dates
	Event Location
	Number of Attendees
	Target Audience
	Topic

	7/16/2015
	Los Angeles COE
	80
	LEA administrators and leads
	2015 Student Achievement Symposium. Introduction to Performance Tasks

	7/22/2015
	South Bay Network
	10
	District assessment directors
	Smarter Balanced update

	7/22/2015
	Alameda COE
	16
	LEA assessment leaders
	Summative assessments and reporting results from summative assessments

	7/23/2015
	Merced COE
	10
	COE and curriculum and instruction staff
	Smarter Balanced update and reporting results from summative assessments

	7/24/2015
	Rocklin Unified School District
	10
	District staff
	Interim Assessments

	7/29/2015
	Alameda COE
	16
	LEA assessment leaders
	Summative assessments and reporting results from summative assessments

	7/29/2015
	San Mateo COE
	20
	COE curriculum and instruction leaders
	Summative assessments and interim assessments

	7/30/2015
	Los Angeles COE
	120
	LEA assessment directors and curriculum leads
	Interim assessments and Smarter Balanced update

	7/31/2015
	Riverside COE
	40
	TBD
	Summative assessments

	8/4/2015
	Riverside COE
	3
	TBD
	Formative assessments, Digital Library, and interim assessments

	8/10/2015
	San Diego COE
	65
	District staff
	Interim assessments, formative assessments, and Digital Library

	8/11/2015
	Inglewood Unified School District
	30
	Inglewood site principals
	Summative assessments


	CAASPP Presentations by Senior Assessment Fellows

	Dates
	Event Location
	Number of Attendees
	Target Audience
	Topic

	8/11/2015
	Napa COE
	20
	LEA curriculum and instruction leaders
	Smarter Balanced summative assessments

	8/11/2015
	Siskiyou COE
	30
	District superintendents and curriculum staff
	Summative assessments and reporting results from summative assessments

	8/25/2015
	Los Angeles COE
	TBD
	LEA assessment directors and curriculum leads
	Using Interim Assessments Strategically

	8/25/2015
	Santa Rosa COE
	TBD
	District and school leaders, content specialists, and lead teachers
	Reporting results from summative assessments

	8/28/2015
	Shasta COE
	TBD
	TBD
	Support use of scores from summative assessments and further use of interim assessments


8/20/2015 4:26 PM
8/20/2015 4:26 PM

