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	SUBJECT

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Approve General Performance Level Descriptors for the California Alternate Assessment.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

California Education Code (EC) Section 60648 states, “… the state board shall adopt, performance standards on the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress summative tests administered pursuant to this article. The performance levels shall identify and establish the minimum performance required for meeting a particular achievement level expectation.” The California Department of Education (CDE) is submitting the proposed California Alternate Assessment (CAA) general performance level descriptors (general PLDs) and recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the proposed general PLDs which will be used to guide the development of domain and grade/grade span-specific PLDs (specific PLDs) to be approved at a future SBE meeting.
RECOMMENDATION
The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the proposed general PLDs for the CAA (Attachment 1).
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
In July 2015, the SBE approved the CAA test blueprints. These blueprints for English language arts (ELA) and mathematics took into account the work of the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) and represented the proportions of the items aligned to the California State Standards (CSS). The blueprints also identified the links between the CSSs and the Core Content Connectors (CCCs) upon which the items (currently under development) are to be aligned. 
The proposed general PLDs (sometimes referred to as policy level descriptors) included in Attachment 1 establish the number of performance levels and the policy level descriptions of performance at each level of achievement. To develop the proposed general PLDs, the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD) considered the NCSC descriptors as well as feedback from educators. Additionally, the ADAD, in consultation with the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress contractor, Educational Testing Service, considered the number of assessment items on the CAA as a basis to propose the use of three levels of performance. 
While the proposed general PLDs have similar descriptions as the general PLDs used by NCSC, based on feedback from stakeholders and the test development experts and psychometricians at ETS, the CDE is recommending the use of three levels of achievement to ensure the technical adequacy of the CAA. The assessment developed by NCSC uses four levels of achievement. The approval of the proposed general PLDs will not prohibit the use of the NCSC items should they become available. 
Consistent with past practice, each individualized education program (IEP) team is responsible for identifying students who are to be administered the CAA. As with the prior alternate assessment, the CAA is developed for students with significant cognitive disabilities. To assist IEP teams with making a determination, the CDE will be updating the participation criteria. Additionally, the CDE is developing a separate document to assist parents as participants in the IEP process that determines whether their child should participate in the alternate assessment. 

It is the intent of the CDE to present specific PLDs for SBE approval in May 2016, prior to the late July/August standard setting, and then in September, present the standard setting findings and a recommendation for performance-level threshold scores.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
In July 2015, the SBE took action to approve the CAA blueprints for ELA and mathematics (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/jul15item04.doc). The SBE meeting minutes can be found on the SBE Final Minutes Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/mt/ms/documents/finalminutes0809jul2015.doc.
In April 2015, the SBE received a memorandum from the CDE that provided an update on the development and administration of the CAA field test. The update addressed the CAA content and field test structure as well as outreach activities (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-apr15item03.doc).
In September 2014, the SBE was informed of the CDE’s decision to explore other options for a spring 2015 administration of an alternate assessment (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/sep14item02.doc).
In August 2014, the SBE received a memorandum from the CDE outlining the response it had received from NCSC denying California’s participation in the spring 2015 NCSC administration (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-aug14item03.doc).  
In July 2014, the SBE directed the CDE to eliminate the California Alternate Performance Assessment in ELA and mathematics and approved a proposed plan for full participation for spring 2015 using the NCSC alternate assessment. The SBE also directed the CDE to submit a waiver to eliminate double testing (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jul14item03.doc). The SBE meeting minutes can be found on the SBE Final Minutes Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/mt/ms/documents/finalminutes0910jul2014.doc. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
None
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
California Alternate Assessment Proposed General Performance Level Descriptors (1 page)
California Alternate Assessment 
Proposed General Performance Level Descriptors

General (not grade specific) performance level descriptors (general PLDs) for the California Alternate Assessment have been developed, based on the work of the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC). In December 2015, a team of local educational agency representatives, who were familiar with core content connectors and the target student population, reviewed policy descriptions developed by NCSC and the general PLDs for California’s student population.

In developing the general PLDs, the California Department of Education has determined that the descriptions should include three levels of performance. These levels have not been identified by labels; the general PLDs are currently numbered with level 3 reflecting the highest level of performance.

	Level
	Description

	3
	Students at this level demonstrate understanding of core subject matter in the content area. They are actively working with adapted grade-level content that focuses on the essential knowledge and skills and may need occasional prompts and assistance to complete tasks and activities.

	2
	Students at this level demonstrate foundational understanding of core subject matter in the content area when provided with frequent prompts and supports. They are actively working with adapted grade-level content that focuses on the essential knowledge and skills and may frequently need supports to complete tasks and activities.

	1
	Students at this level demonstrate limited understanding of adapted grade level content that focuses on much of the basic knowledge and skills, even with extensive supports.
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