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	SUBJECT

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Authorize the California Department of Education to Enter Into a Memorandum of Understanding with edCount for the National Center and State Collaborative Assessment System and Test Content.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

The California Department of Education (CDE) is requesting that the State Board of Education (SBE) authorize the CDE to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with edCount for the licensing of the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) assessment system and test content.
RECOMMENDATION

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve of the CDE entering into an MOU and directs the CDE to incorporate the test items, as appropriate, into the California Alternate Assessment (CAA). 
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

In 2011, the U.S. Department of Education awarded a General Supervision Enhancement Grant to the NCSC through the University of Minnesota, as grantee, to develop an alternate assessment system and test content to assess the English language arts (ELA) and mathematics achievement of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

The assessment system and test content were developed by the NCSC, comprised of national educational centers and state departments of education. The CDE joined the consortium in October 2012 as a Tier II state. The NCSC project, led by 27 states (18 Tier I core states and 9 Tier II states), were committed to produce professional development modules and curriculum/instruction resources, create alternate achievement standards, and develop a multistate comprehensive assessment system for students with significant cognitive disabilities. Tier I core states were involved in the governance of the NCSC and had decision-making authority. Tier II states helped develop a plan to implement professional development modules and curriculum/instruction resources, including formative assessment strategies and progress monitoring tools. California participated in various stages of the test development, including the first and second pilot tests conducted by the NCSC.
The NCSC grant work, now complete, is made available to states by edCount Management, LLC, which has been authorized to act as the agent to protect the intellectual property (IP) of the grant project for states that have continued under the Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA). To protect the NCSC IP, entities requesting use of the NCSC system, the system code, and/or test content or to view the system, code, and/or test content, must agree to the prescribed licensing procedures.

The CDE will not be adding the licensed test delivery system to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System; instead, the CDE intends to make a one-time purchase to add only the licensed items, where appropriate, to the CAA item bank and use these new items, over time, to refresh the CAA. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
In July 2015, the SBE took action to approve the CAA blueprints for ELA and mathematics (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/jul15item04.doc). The SBE meeting minutes can be found on the SBE Final Minutes Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/mt/ms/documents/finalminutes0809jul2015.doc.

In April 2015, the SBE received a memorandum from the CDE that provided an update on the development and administration of the CAA field test. The update addressed the CAA content and field test structure as well as outreach activities (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-apr15item03.doc).

In January 2015, the SBE took action to approve the general performance level descriptors for the CAA (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr16/documents/jan16item07.doc).
In September 2014, the SBE approved the CDE’s decision to explore other options for a spring 2015 field test of an alternate assessment (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/sep14item02.doc).

In August 2014, the SBE received a memorandum from the CDE outlining the response it had received from NCSC, denying California’s participation in the spring 2015 NCSC administration (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-aug14item03.doc).  

In July 2014, the SBE directed the CDE to eliminate the California Alternate Performance Assessment in ELA and mathematics and approved a proposed plan for full participation for spring 2015 using the NCSC alternate assessment. The SBE also directed the CDE to submit a waiver to eliminate double testing (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jul14item03.doc). The SBE meeting minutes can be found on the SBE Final Minutes Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/mt/ms/documents/finalminutes0910jul2014.doc. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Upon approval of the SBE for the CDE to enter into an MOU agreement, the CDE will work with edCount to enter into a formal contract agreement. edCount has stipulated that there will be a one-time licensing fee of approximately $7,500–$10,000 for the combined Technology System and Test Content package. A formal contract agreement will be required to pay this licensing fee.
The funding for the licensing fee is available as a part of the Pupil Testing Program Fiscal Year 2015–16 Expenditure Plan for Funds Appropriated for the California High School Exit Examination. The plan included the use of up to $1 million to fund the use of consortium-developed alternate assessment items in ELA and mathematics for use in developing the CAASPP alternate assessment. If the need is identified, the contract scope of work and budget to modify these items will be provided to the SBE for approval in July. Such modifications may be needed to render the items for use in the CAASPP Test Delivery System. The Department of Finance has already approved the use of these funds for this purpose.
ATTACHMENT(S)
None 
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