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	SUBJECT

School Improvement Grant: Approval of the State’s Application for the Fiscal Years 2015 and 2016 School Improvement Grant Under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
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	Action
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	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

Although the School Improvement Grant (SIG) is not one of the programs extended through the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), the fiscal year (FY) 2015 and FY 2016 SIG funds that Congress appropriated remain available for obligation. Consequently, on March 29, 2016, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) released the School Improvement Grants Application for Fiscal years 2015 and 2016 New Awards Competition authorized under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. California’s plan is to combine its FY 2014 SIG funds with its allocations for FY 2015 and FY 2016 to make new awards for its Cohort 4 SIG program competition to begin implementation in the 2017–18 school year (SY). State educational agency (SEA) applications are due to the ED on or before May 27, 2016. The School Improvement Grants Application for Fiscal years 2015 and 2016 New Awards Competition can be accessed on the ED Web page at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/sif/2015-377a.doc.
When submitting the SEA application to the ED, California must include the following two attachments: (1) a copy of the Request for Applications (RFA) that will be provided to California local educational agencies (LEAs) to apply for funding; and (2) California’s list of eligible schools for FYs 2014, 2015, and 2016 SIG funds. In addition, California must include the methodology it used to develop its list of eligible schools. However, due to the quick turnaround from the time that the ED released the SEA application on March 29, 2016, to its submission due date of May 27, 2016, the California Department of Education (CDE) is not able to provide the SEA application and its required attachments in this item. 
While the ESEA has been reauthorized as the ESSA and signed into law by President Obama on December 10, 2015, the new accountability provisions of the ESSA will not take effect until the 2017–18 SY.
RECOMMENDATION
The CDE recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) authorize SBE President Michael W. Kirst, in consultation with State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson, to grant authority to the Executive Director of the SBE to approve and release, when completed, California’s SEA application, including the LEA RFA and list of eligible schools, and record of public comments to the ED, and to make technical changes as needed. 
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

On March 29, 2016, the ED released the School Improvement Grants Application for Fiscal years 2015 and 2016 New Awards Competition under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA, as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, with a due date of May 27, 2016. The application incorporates policy changes from the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014. These changes are reflected in the FY 2014 SIG final requirements released in February 2015. Specifically, the changes introduce revisions to current SIG requirements that reflect federal lessons learned from four years of SIG implementation and stakeholder input to strengthen program implementation. In addition, the changes provide flexibility for rural LEAs; extend the grant implementation period from three to five years; and allow LEAs to select from three additional intervention models, which are the (1) Early Learning Model; (2) Evidence-based Whole-school Reform Model; and (3) State-determined Intervention Model (SDIM). States that opt to create an SDIM can include the model in the LEA RFA as an intervention option from which LEAs can select. The former four intervention models, namely the Turnaround, Transformation, Restart, and Closure models are still required as part of the School Improvement Grants Application for Fiscal years 2015 and 2016 New Awards Competition.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
California’s FY 2014, 2015, and 2016 Cohort 4 SIG 
At its November 2015 meeting, the SBE took action to approve the California SIG SDIM. The CDE submitted California’s SDIM for approval to the ED on November 23, 2015. On March 18, 2016, the ED stated that it would provide final review and approval of California’s SDIM with its School Improvement Grants Application for Fiscal years 2015 and 2016 New Awards Competition. http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/nov15item07.doc
California’s FY 2014 SIG Funds
At its July 2015 meeting, the SBE took action to approve California’s abbreviated SIG Application for FY 2014 funds and request for a waiver from the ED to allow California to carry over 100 percent of its FY 2014 SIG allocation to be awarded along with its FY 2015 SIG allocation for awards beginning in the 2016—17 SY. http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/jul15item10.doc 

California’s FY 2013 Cohort 3 SIG 
At its January 2014 meeting, the SBE took action to approve funding for FY 2013 SIG sub-grants provided under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA. The FY 2013 SIG Cohort 3 sub-grants currently provide funding for 4 districts and 11 schools. California is currently using its FY 2013 SIG funds to provide a full three years of funding for the 2014–15, 2015–16, and 2016–17 SYs. http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/jan14item11.doc 
California’s FY 2010, 2011, and 2012 Cohort 2 SIG
At its January 2012 meeting, the SBE took action to approve funding for Cohort 2 SIG sub-grants. The FY 2010 SIG sub-grants were used to fund the first year of the three-year SIG program beginning in the 2012–13 SY with subsequent second and third years being funded using California’s FY 2011 and FY 2012 SIG allocations. These awards provided funding to 14 districts and 39 schools. Currently, California is using its remaining FY 2012 SIG funds to fund Year 4 continuation grants for approved Cohort 2 subgrantees. http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr12/documents/jan12item05.doc
California’s FY 2009 Cohort 1 SIG
At its August 2010 meeting, the SBE took action to approve funding for FY 2009 SIG sub-grants provided under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA and 2009–10 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The FY 2009 SIG Cohort 1 sub-grants provided funding to 41 districts and 90 schools. The FY 2009 funds were used to provide a full three years of funding for the 2010–11, 2011–12, and 2012–13 SYs. http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr10/documents/aug10item04.doc
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The FYs 2014, 2015, and 2016 SIG funds, totaling approximately $177 million, provide LEAs with grants ranging from $50,000 to $2 million per school per year. On 
September 8, 2015, the ED approved California’s carry over request waiver for the FY 2014 SIG allocation of approximately $59 million until September 20, 2020. This approval allows California to combine its FY 2014 SIG award with its FY 2015 allocation of approximately $59 million and FY 2016 SIG allocation of approximately $59 million, to award sub-grants to a fourth cohort of LEAs up to a five-year grant period (2016—17, 2017—18, 2018—19, 2019—20, and 2020—21 SYs). All awards (FY 2014, FY 2015, and FY 2016) must be obligated by the State by September 30, 2016.
ATTACHMENT(S)
None.
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