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California Department of Education 

Analysis of Evidence Submitted to the State Board of Education by the 

Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists on December 19, 2014, 

Regarding Allegations Against the Los Angeles County of Education
	Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists Allegation 1: Los Angeles County Office of Education failed to consider student achievement as the most important factor in revocation.

	Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists’ Allegations as stated in Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists Appeal of Charter Revocation letter submitted to the California Department of Education on 
December 19, 2014
	Summary of 
Los Angeles County Office of Education’s Response Submitted to the California Department of Education on
 January 21, 2015
	The California Department of Education Analysis of the Wisdom Academy of Young Scientists’ Allegations

	The Wisdom Academy of Young Scientists (WAYS) states the following:


	The Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE) states the following:


	The California Department of Education (CDE) states the following:


	a) WAYS appeals to the State Board of Education to reverse the LACOE Board’s decision to revoke our charter because LACOE glaringly failed to consider student achievement as the most important factor in revocation as required by Senate Bill 1290 and California Education Code section 47607(c) (p. 2, Attachment 4).
	a) The County Board appropriately considered WAYS’ academic performance and gave it due weight in the revocation proceedings (p. 10, Attachment 9).

	a) In support of this statement the LACOE Executive Summary, dated
September 23, 2014, includes six pages of analysis which included seven years of Academic Performance Index (API) data including Growth Target, Statewide Rank, and Similar Schools Rank for WAYS. Additionally, LACOE provided analysis of seven years of Adequate Yearly Progress Proficiency rates for Annual Measurable Objectives (AMO), and English learner (EL) Redesignation rates for WAYS. LACOE concludes that WAYS has not had increases in pupil achievement for all groups of pupils. WAYS ranking in relationship to the comparison schools’ and the resident schools’ ranking. LACOE also provided analysis of the WAYS’, comparison schools’, and resident schools’, data including a Three-Year Weighted API, Proficiency rates for AMO, and EL Redesignation rates. In each of these analyses, LACOE presents the WAYS ranking in relationship to the comparison schools’ and the resident schools’ ranking

(WASAPPEAL-003388 through

WAYSAPPEAL-003395, Attachment 3). The CDE determines that the ranking information provided by LACOE demonstrates that WAYS is not out-performing either the comparison or the resident schools.


	Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists Allegation 2: Wisdom Academy of Young Scientists was not provided a reasonable opportunity to remedy violations in the Notice of Violation.

	Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists’ Allegations as stated in Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists Appeal of Charter Revocation letter submitted to the California Department of Education on 
December 19, 2014
	Summary of 
Los Angeles County Office of Education’s Response Submitted to the California Department of Education on 
January 21, 2015
	The California Department of Education Analysis of the Wisdom Academy of Young Scientists’ Allegations

	WAYS states the following:


	LACOE states the following:


	CDE states the following:


	a) LACOE also violated the revocation regulations when it failed to provide our charter school with due process. LACOE initiated this revocation and issued the Notice of Violation (NOV) two months before settlement of the arbitration that finalized the terms of the charter petition that it cited as its basis for revocation (p. 2, Attachment 4).

	a) The County Board appropriately followed the revocation procedures as set forth in the Education Code and supporting regulations so that WAYS was afforded due process (p. 6, 
Attachment 9).


	a)  As noted in WAYSAPPEAL-00621 (p. 2, Attachment 4), LACOE issued the NOV citing grounds for revocation pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47607(c); WAYS violated provisions of law including EC Section 47604.3 and committed a material violation of the conditions of the charter pursuant to EC Section 47607(c)(1) through its failure to comply with Element Four, Governance, and Element Nine, Annual Financial Audits in December 2012.


	
	b) The arbitration proceedings are not relevant to the revocation proceedings
(p. 7, Attachment 9).

	b) On or about May 21, 2013, LACOE initiated arbitration proceedings by filing a Demand for Arbitration pursuant to Element 14, Dispute Resolution of the Charter Renewal petition, (WAYSAPPEAL-003105, 
(Attachment 3). The Stipulated Consent Order, (WAYSAPPEAL-003104 through 
WAYSAPPEAL-003106, 
Attachment 3) states that WAYS failed to comply with the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with regard to revising the WAYS renewal petition to reflect the LACOE conditions of approval and the MOU attachments. Subsequently, the parties agreed to a revised petition dated May 20, 2014, (WAYSAPPEAL-003107 through 
WAYSAPPEAL-003323, Attachment 3). The CDE determines that given the date on the petition is

May 20, 2014, and the date of the NOV is June 2, 2014, that the WAYS contention that the NOV was issued two months before the settlement of the arbitration is without grounds to support it. 


	
	c) LACOE complied with WAYS’ public records act request (p. 8,

Attachment 9).

	c) The CDE has determined that the LACOE letter dated September 11, 2014, 
Re: Public Record Act Requested WAYS provides evidence that LACOE complied with this request (WAYSAPPEAL-003324, 

Attachment 3).
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