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Dixon Montessori Charter School: Consider a Material Revision of the Charter to Increase Enrollment.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE

Dixon Montessori Charter School (DMCS), (County-District-School Code 48 76661 0122267), a State Board of Education (SBE) authorized charter school, has requested a material revision of its charter to increase enrollment, as referenced in Attachment 1. The current charter authorizes DMCS to serve 313 pupils in kindergarten through grade eight (K–8). The revised charter would authorize DMCS to serve up to 432 pupils in grades K–8. DMCS currently serves kindergarten through grade seven. Approval of this request will allow DMCS to increase enrollment in order to continue to serve pupils currently enrolled in grade seven. The revised charter petition is provided as Attachment 2.
PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) proposes to recommend that the SBE hold a public hearing and approve the request to revise the charter petition to increase pupil enrollment from 313 to 432 pupils in grades K–8 with the condition that DMCS continues to make a concerted effort to diversify the student body to reflect the students within the county or district.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
On January 5, 2010, the SBE approved the DMCS charter petition with a projected enrollment of 250 students for pupils in grades K–8. A condition of the approval included that DMCS will make a strong concerted effort to diversify the student body to reflect the students within the county or district. Since approval, DMCS makes annual revisions to its outreach plan. The CDE staff has monitored the recruitment and admission policies and practices of DMCS. According to 2010–11 enrollment data, DMCS has made improvements, most notably a 10 percent increase in Hispanic or Latino students. 
However, the improvements still do not reflect the student demographics of the Dixon Unified School District. Ongoing outreach efforts should continue and student demographics will be monitored by CDE staff.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
The DMCS charter petition was approved by the SBE with the condition that DMCS adhere to a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between DMCS and the SBE that requires a material revision of the petition if enrollment exceeds 25 percent more than the original number authorized in the petition. Currently, DMCS is limited to 313 pupils. 
The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the request for a material revision of the DMCS charter for the following reasons:

· The current DMCS facilities are safe, Americans with Disabilities Act compliant, and sufficient to accommodate estimated student enrollment and to carry out the curricular and instruction program envisioned in the charter.
· In the first year of operation as an SBE-authorized charter school, DMCS has fully complied with the terms of the MOU with the SBE. 
· DMCS submitted the first interim budget report to the CDE by December 15, 2011. This report reflects a positive ending balance for 2011–12 of $102,658.
· Based on the 2010–11 academic achievement data, DMCS out performs all of the schools pupils would otherwise attend in the Dixon Unified School District. Current academic data for DMCS is provided in Attachment 3.
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