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	SUBJECT

Thrive Public School: Consider a Material Revision of the Charter to Change from Transitional Kindergarten through Grade Eight to Transitional Kindergarten through Grade Twelve.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE
Thrive Public School (TPS), a State Board of Education (SBE)-authorized charter school, requests a material revision of its charter to add grade nine through grade twelve, and increase enrollment to 1,026 pupils over the next three years 
(Attachment 1). 

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) proposes to recommend that the SBE hold a public hearing to approve, with one technical amendment, the request for a material revision to the TPS charter petition to change from TK through grade eight to TK through grade twelve. The CDE will conduct a pre-opening site visit at least 30 days prior to the scheduled opening date for any new facility. Written authorization from the CDE would be required prior to the operation of any additional facility.
BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE
TPS has been an SBE-authorized charter school, located in San Diego, since July 2014. On July 9, 2014, the SBE approved the TPS charter petition for a five-year term opening with TK, K, and grade six the first year. The petition was approved by the SBE with the condition that TPS would submit a material revision of the petition should the school change the build-out plan described in the petition. 
On February 20, 2015, TPS submitted a request for a material revision to its charter requesting to serve pupils in TK through grade eight and expanding enrollment to 168 pupils in 2015–16 and to 756 pupils by 2018–19. On May 6, 2015, the SBE approved this material revision.

Most recently, on November 19, 2015, TPS submitted a request to the CDE for a material revision to its charter requesting to add grade levels and increase enrollment as follows: expand to 426 pupils in TK through grade nine in 2016–17; 936 pupils in TK 

through grade ten in 2017–18; and 1,026 pupils in TK through grade eleven in 2018–19 ( Attachment 1).
In considering the request for a material revision, CDE reviewed the following:

· The TPS petition and appendices (Attachments 3 and 5);

· Educational and demographic data of schools where pupils would otherwise be required to attend (Attachment 2); and

· The TPS multi-year budget and financial projections (Attachment 4).

Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) sections 47607(a)(1) and (2), 47605(b), and California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR) Section 11967.5.1, a material revision to a charter petition must provide a reasonably comprehensive description of multiple required elements.
The CDE finds that the TPS petition does provide a reasonably comprehensive description for most of the required elements, as indicated by a “Yes.”
One requires a technical amendment and is identified by a “*Yes.” This amendment strengthens or clarifies elements for monitoring and accountability purposes 
(Attachment 1).
The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the request for a material revision of the TPS charter, with the recommended technical amendment, for the following reasons:

· TPS provides pupils with a sound educational program addressing the Common Core State Standards and the Next Generation Science Standards through an authentic, pupil-centered, mastery-based approach that integrates Project-Based Learning, Blended/Targeted Learning, and a whole child approach via Exploratory Learning to ensure students gain real world understanding of content and how to learn.

· TPS ensures that their teachers have the time, resources, skills, and support to meet individual pupil needs based on data, inquiry, and ongoing reflection.
· The TPS budget projections for revenues, expenditures, and fund balances appear sufficient. The CDE concludes that the TPS multi-year budget appears to be fiscally viable, with a positive ending fund balance and adequate reserves.

· TPS has submitted all required documentation to the CDE including but not limited to, attendance reports, compliance documents, budgets, and audit reports.

The CDE finds that the TPS material revision meets the standards and criteria in 

EC Section 47605 with the required technical amendment.
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