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Petition for the Establishment of a Charter School Under the Oversight of the State Board of Education: Consideration of the Thrive Public School which was denied by the San Diego Unified School District and the San Diego County Office of Education.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	
	


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE
On January 7, 2014, the San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) Board of Education voted to deny the petition to establish Thrive Public School (TPS) by a vote of three to two. The San Diego County Office of Education (SDCOE) voted to deny the petition on appeal by a vote of three to two on March 27, 2014. TPS submitted a petition on appeal to the California Department of Education (CDE) on April 2, 2014. 
Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 47605(j), petitioners for a charter school that has been denied at the local level may petition the State Board of Education (SBE) for approval of the charter, subject to certain conditions. 

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION

The CDE proposes to recommend that the SBE hold a public hearing to approve, with technical amendments as specified in Attachment 1, the petition to establish TPS for a five-year term effective July 1, 2014, through June 30, 2019, under the oversight of the SBE, based on the CDE’s findings pursuant to EC sections 47605(b)(1), 47605(b)(5), and California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR) Section 11967.5. The CDE will conduct a pre-opening site visit at least 30 days prior to the scheduled opening date. Written authorization from the CDE would be required prior to the operation of any additional facility.
BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE
In their petition, TPS asserts the mission is to create a cost-effective new paradigm for public education to help all students meet high expectations for long-term growth and success. The TPS plan is to innovate, adapt and expand the concept of a 21st century school by leveraging technology and collaboration to provide a rigorous and highly individualized kindergarten through grade eight academic program for diverse students in the southwest area of San Diego Unified Sub-District B.
The petitioners propose to serve approximately 84 students in kindergarten and 84 students in grade six for a total of 168 students in the first year of operation (2014–15). TPS plans to expand to 672 students in kindergarten through grade eight by year five (p. 16 of Attachment 3). 

On January 7, 2014, the SDUSD denied the petition based on the following finding: 
· The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program set forth in the petition.
On March 27, 2014, the SDCOE denied the petition on appeal based on the following findings: 

· The petition presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to be enrolled in the charter school. 
· The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of some of the required charter elements.

In considering the TPS charter petition, the CDE staff reviewed the following: 

· The TPS petition and appendices (Attachments 3 and 5)
· The TPS budget and financial projections (Attachment 4)

· Educational and demographic data of schools where pupils would otherwise be required to attend (Attachment 2)

· Description of changes to the petition necessary to reflect the SBE as the authorizing entity (Attachment 6)
· Board agendas, minutes, and findings from the SDUSD and SDCOE regarding the denial of the TPS petition, along with the petitioners response to SDUSD and SDCOE (Attachment 7)
CDE has conducted a thorough analysis and does not concur with the findings of the SDUSD or the SDCOE. The CDE staff report is provided in Attachment 1.
CDE staff finds that the petition provides a reasonably comprehensive description of the educational program, including how TPS will meet the needs of all students. TPS plans to model the Common Core State Standards and Next Generation Science Standards through an authentic student-centered, mastery-based approach that integrates Project Based Learning, blended/targeted learning and a “whole child” approach via exploratory learning to ensure students gain “real world” understanding of content and learn how to learn. 
The petition provides a thorough description of the proposed educational program, provides adequate descriptions of the 16 charter elements, and meets additional requirements for a charter petition under EC Section 47605. There are some elements for which CDE staff are recommending technical amendments as additional information would be needed if approved as an SBE-authorized charter school. These amendments are necessary to reflect SBE as the authorizer or to strengthen or clarify elements for monitoring and accountability purposes. 

The TPS charter petition addresses the requirements of EC Section 47605(b)(ii), including a description of the school’s annual goals, for all pupils (i.e. schoolwide) and for each subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to EC Section 52052, for each of the applicable state priorities identified in EC Section 52060(d) and a description of the specific annual actions the school will take to achieve each of the identified annual goals.

The TPS budget and multi-year projections are reasonable, and the charter appears to be fiscally viable with the assumed enrollment growth and English learner, low income, and foster youth population projections.

Therefore, the CDE finds that the petitioners are demonstrably likely to implement the program set forth in the petition and that the petition contains reasonably comprehensive descriptions of the 16 charter elements pursuant to EC Section 47605(b)(5).

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1: 
California Department of Education Charter School Petition Review Form: Thrive Public School (34 Pages)

Attachment 2:
Thrive Public School Data Tables (7 pages)

Attachment 3:
Thrive Public School Appeal Petition (135 pages)


Attachment 4:
Thrive Public School Budget and Financial Projections (7 pages)

Attachment 5:
Thrive Public School Appendices and Attachments (425 pages)

Attachment 6:
Letter Describing Changes to Petition Necessary to Reflect the State Board of Education as the Authorizing Entity (2 pages)

Attachment 7: 
San Diego Unified School District and San Diego Office of Education Findings for Denial and Petitioner’s Responses (56 pages)
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