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OVERVIEW 
 

Background 

 

Long Valley Charter School (LVCS) is a Pre K-12 charter school serving students in the remote 
northeastern section of California.  LVCS operates a brick and mortar (classroom-based) Pre K-
8 school site in Doyle, California, as well as resource centers located in Susanville and Portola, 
California for LVCS’s independent study (non-classroom based) program.  The resource centers 
were established to administer the LVCS independent study program which is absolutely vital to 
the students of Lassen and Plumas County, due to the lack of traditional school available to this 
population of students.  All LVCS independent study students report to the resource centers to 
meet with teachers, use computers, and receive services.  No LVCS student receives 
instruction without regular face to face meetings at a resource center. 

LVCS has been in operation for fifteen (15) years with various authorizers since its first charter 
petition was authorized in 2000.  From 2000-2010, LVCS was authorized by Fort Sage Unified 
School District until it was denied its renewal in 2010. After successfully appealing this non-
renewal, from 2010 to 2013, LVCS was authorized by the California State Board of Education 
(“SBE”) under Charter No. 0320 and County-District-School (“CDS”) Code No. 18-75036-6010763  
At the recommendation of the SBE, LVCS sought out a local authorizing agency that would 
approve its charter.  Subsequently, the Ravendale-Termo Elementary School District (“RTESD”) 

approved LVCS’s charter petition on July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2018, under Charter No. 1549 
and CDS Code No. 18-64162-6010763.   

As further explained below, when LVCS transitioned from being authorized by the SBE to RTESD, 
the California Department of Education (“CDE”) changed LVCS’s Charter No. from 0320 to 
Charter No. 1549 as well as its CDS Code No. from 18-75036-6010763 to CDS Code No. 18-
64162-6010763.  As such, LVCS was considered a “new charter” for purposes of some funding 

programs during the 2013-2014 school year and an “existing charter school” for other funding 
programs. 

A New Charter 

 

As previously mentioned, when the Ravendale-Termo Elementary School District authorized the 
LVCS charter petition, the CDE changed LVCS’s Charter number and CDS Code  One of the 
funding programs that recognized and identified LVCS as a “new charter” during the 2013-2014 
school year, is the Nonclassroom-Based Funding Determination.   

This re-categorization from an “existing charter” to a “new charter” is significant, because prior to 
the change in its Charter No. and CDS Code, during the 2012-2013 school year, LVCS was 
granted a five (5) year, one-hundred percent (100%) nonclassroom-based funding determination, 
which would have provided LVCS 100% funding from July 2012 until June 2017.  However, during 
the 2013-2014 school year, due to the re-characterization as a “new charter” LVCS re-applied 
and was granted a two (2) year, one-hundred percent (100%) funding determination that is set to 
expire in June 2015. 



As a result of this change in funding under a “new charter” status, and because the 2013-2014 
school year was also the first year of the local control funding formula (“LCFF”), LVCS had 

incomplete data and information to base its budget and funding projections upon.  Unfortunately, 
the lack of complete and accurate data to base its revenue projections on, ultimately resulted in 
LVCS falling out of compliance with the statute and code provisions governing nonclassroom-
based funding determinations.       

 

FUNDING 
Prior Funding Details 

 

Historically, LVCS has an excellent track record dating back to the 2001-2002 school year of 
maintaining compliance with the requirements to receive 100% funding, as further demonstrated 
below:  

 2001-02: 100% funding for 5 years 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/as/ncrbifunddet0102.asp) 

 2005-06: 100% funding for 2 years 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/as/ncrbifunddet0506.asp) 

 2007-08: 100% funding for 5 years 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/as/ncrbfunddet0708.asp) 

 2011-12: 100% funding for 5 years (through 2017) 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/as/ncbfdrts11.asp) 

 Categorized as a new charter 7/1/13 
 2013-14: 100% funding for 2 years (http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cs/as/ncbfdrts13.asp) 

 

Current Funding- 2013-14  

 

A Moving Target  
 

In the 2013-2014, after several years of apportionment deferrals and cash flow financing, LVCS 
adopted a very conservative position regarding budgeting and cash flow planning.  LVCS used 
the best available revenue forecasting tools throughout the year, the FCMAT LCFF Calculator.  
However, our revenue projections continuously changed, as further identified below: 

 2/20/14: First Principal Apportionment predicted $2,158,766 in revenues. The letter from 
CDE notes this includes a partial calculation of LCFF and that CDE is still working on 
LCFF until the P-2 Certification no later than July 2nd. (see appendix A & B) 

 5/12/14:LCFF calculator released; estimated funding of $2,462,333 (see appendix C) 
 6/05/14: school calendar for students/teachers ends 
 6/25/14: Second Principal Apportionment revealed $3,631,119 in revenues, exceeding 

prior calculations by approximately $1.2 million (see appendix D). 
 6/30/14: Fiscal year closes-insufficient time to expend dollars. 
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 June-July 2014 deferral received on 8/6/14 showing total revenue of $3,662,594.  LCFF 
Revenue increased by $1,541,729, EPA revenue decreased $306,692 and In-Lieu 
Property Tax decreased $34,776.  The net total increase in revenue was $1,200,261.   

 Prior to the Second Principal Apportionment, which resulted in approximately $1.2 
million in additional revenue, LVCS was all but guaranteed to meet the 40%-80% in 
expenditure requirements.  LVCS’s proven track record of satisfying the required 

expenditures, which is identified above, clearly demonstrates LVCS’s dedication and 

ability and capacity to fully comply with the State required revenue spending thresholds. 
 In preparation of this document, LVCS contacted Byron Fong, of the School Fiscal 

Services Division of the CDE.  LVCS asked Mr. Fong whether or not LVCS could have 
known about the increase in funding prior to the Second Principal Apportionment and 
accurately projected its revenue expenditures.  Mr. Fong explained that LVCS was only 
1 out of 3 charter schools in the State of California that received the target level of 
funding during the first year of the LCFF.  Mr. Fong confirmed that it was not clear until 
late June 2014, which base would be used for calculating the funding.  Therefore, it was 
not possible to predict the revenue increase. 

 
Future Expenditures 
 

In response to the increase in revenue, LVCS proposes to reasonably and responsibly expend 
the unanticipated funds to help meet Local Control Accountability Plan Goals.   

2014-15  

Establishment of a building fund for the Doyle site-based program: $400,000 (LVCS currently 
leases an aging school building in Doyle from Fort Sage Unified School District) 

2015-2018 

LVCS stakeholders will determine the school’s priorities in line with LCAP State priorities, and 

expend approximately 200,000 per year for the next three school years. 

FUNDING DETERMINATION WITH MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES 
 

Long Valley Charter School has always been very cognizant of its school budget and 
expenditures with the ultimate goal to serve students while meeting State expenditure 
requirements to maintain 100% funding.  Despite economic depression and experiencing 
apportionment deferrals, conservative budgeting and cash flow financing has allowed LVCS to 
continue to serve students in a fiscally responsible manner for over 15 years. 

The enactment of LCFF and uncertainty of formulas resulted in a year of variable revenue 
projections that were unclear and unforeseeable, making it impossible for LVCS to accurately 
project its revenue expenditures.   The most welcomed increase in revenues occurred too late in 
the year and thus, prevented LVCS from adjusting its budget or increasing its allocation of funds 
for expenditures that would satisfy the 40% - 80% requirement.  LVCS believes that an 
expenditure of such a large amount of funds so late in the school year and without thoughtful 
planning and stakeholder input, would be irresponsible. 



Based on a fiscally responsible history and circumstances beyond LVCS’s control, Long Valley 
Charter School is requesting 100% funding for 3 years to coincide with the term of its current 
charter.  



LIST OF APPENDICES 
 A: Letter from 2/20/2014 
 B: P-1 Apportionment 
 C: May LCFF Calculator 
 D: P-2 Apportionment 
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