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Members Present

Ruth Green, President

Glee Johnson, Vice President

Ruth Bloom

Don Fisher

Ricky Gill

Joe Nuñez

Bonnie Reiss

Johnathan Williams

Members Absent

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Secretary and Executive Officer

Jack O’Connell, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Principal Staff 

Cathy Barkett, Executive Director, State Board of Education

Karen Steentofte, Chief Counsel, State Board of Education

Bob LaLiberte, Retired Annuitant, State Board of Education

Rebecca Parker, Education Program Consultant, State Board of Education

Debbie Rury, Education Policy Consultant, State Board of Education

Deborah Franklin, Education Policy Consultant, State Board of Education 

Kathy Dobson, Legal Assistant

Vickie Evans, Executive Assistant, State Board of Education

Robin Jackson, Executive Secretary, State Board of Education

Gavin Payne, Chief Deputy Superintendent, California Department of Education

Marsha Bedwell, General Counsel, California Department of Education

Susan Ronnback, Chief Policy Advisor to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Cindy Cunningham, Liaison to the State Board, California Department of Education

Call to Order

Vice President Johnson called the meeting to order at 11:04 a.m. She took roll to establish that a quorum was present for the teleconference meeting. 

Announcements/Communications

She individually asked each of the members at other locations to verify that the meeting notice had been posted outside their location and to indicate whether there were members of the public present at any of the other locations. The members verified that the notice was posted and reported that members of the public were present at the San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Sacramento locations.
	ITEM 1
	Standardized Reporting and Testing (STAR) Program: Request for Submission (RFS) for Primary Language Achievement Tests.
	INFORMATION

ACTION


Geno Flores, Deputy Superintendent of the Assessment and Accountability Branch, introduced  Deb Sigman, Director of the Standards and Assessment Division. Ms. Sigman stated that the CDE was addressing two different tests through this item. First, the CDE was proposing that a Request for Submissions (RFS) be released to identify a new Designated Primary Language Test (DPLT). In addition, the CDE was recommending that the current contract with Education Testing Service (ETS), the current STAR contractor, be amended to incorporate initial developmental work on the standards-based Spanish achievement test (STS).

Vice President Johnson confirmed that discussions between the Board testing liaisons, Board staff, and the CDE had led to the conclusion that separating the contracts for performing tasks associated with each test was the best course to pursue. 

The Board discussed the item in depth. During the discussion, President Green indicated she wanted to discuss the distribution of points for reviewing the merits of responses to the RFS. She preferred that more weight be given to criteria 3.3 and 3.4 than to other components of the proposals.  Ms. Bloom commented that criteria 3.7 and 3.8 were also more important than some of the other criteria.
Ms. Reiss asked Ms. Steentofte to confirm that an amendment to begin development of the STS could be made to the current contract. Ms. Steentofte confirmed that the Board had the authority to amend the contract. Ms. Reiss and Ms. Bloom asked that it be made clear that the RFS is for DPLTs in more languages than just Spanish and that the members of the panel reviewing the test content of the DPLT submissions must be bilingual and biliterate in the language of the test and well versed in the state-adopted standards. Ms. Sigman replied that language in the RFS would be strengthened to clarify both of those issues. 
Ms. Green requested that a change be made to the panel findings section on page 49 of the draft RFS so that it says that the executive director will be provided with copies of all reports from the individual panels and the final report of the panels. She asked that greater weight be given to criteria 3.3 and 3.4, the test content, than to other criteria in the evaluation scoring
Ms. Barkett asked whether the Board wanted staff and Board testing liaisons to review the criteria and adjust the points as to reflect the Board’s discussion. Ms. Johnson reiterated that the emphasis should be on content rather than test administration. 

Ms. Sigman stated that the CDE would make a slight modification to page 71 to clarify that questions regarding the RFS should be directed to the contact person listed on RFS, not to or other CDE staff or to State Board members or staff. She added that all questions and answers would be posted on the internet. This process would ensure that all parties were given the same information. 

Individuals who addressed the Board:

Martha Zaragoza- Diaz, Californians Together Coalition (Sacramento location)
Shelly Spiegel-Coleman, Los Angeles County Office of Education (San Francisco location)
Ms. Johnson  called for a motion on the staff recommendations and asked that it include the Board’s requests that had been discussed at this meeting as technical changes

MOTION: Ms. Bloom moved to:

1. approve the request for submissions for a designated primary language test (DPLT), as recommended by staff, with any necessary technical changes that are approved by the Testing Liaisons and Board Chief Counsel;

2. direct staff to prepare, for the May 2005 meeting, an amendment to the current STAR contractor’s scope of work to incorporate the initial development and field testing for the grade two standards-based test in Spanish (STS); and, 

3. direct staff to incorporate further development and administration of the STS into the request for submissions for all the other STAR assessments.

Mr. Williams seconded the motion. The motion was approved by unanimous roll call 

	ITEM 2
	PUBLIC COMMENT.

Public Comment is invited on any matter not included on the printed agenda. Depending on the number of individuals wishing to address the State Board, the presiding officer may establish specific time limits on presentations.
	INFORMATION


No speakers.

Adjournment

Vice President Johnson adjourned the meeting at 12:03 p.m.

� The five additional locations for the meeting were:


920 Garden Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101


116 East Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Administration Building, Second Floor Conference Room, Los Angeles, CA 90011


1118 10th Street, Sacramento, CA 95814


2 Folsom Street, 15th Floor, North Conference Room, San Francisco, CA 94105


150 South Rodeo Drive, Third Floor Conference Room, Beverly Hills, CA 90210
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