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California Education Code Section 51226.1 requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to coordinate the development of a Career Technical Education (CTE) Curriculum Framework, consistent with criteria set forth in subdivision (a) of Section 6005, upon adoption of the CTE Model Curriculum Standards (adopted May 11, 2005, by the State Board of Education [SBE]). The framework shall be adopted no later than November 1, 2006.

The SSPI is required to seek advice from a broad range of interested and concerned parties in developing the CTE Framework, including representatives of business and industry, labor, parents and guardians, the Legislature, secondary education, and postsecondary education. As directed by Senate Bill 1934 (McPherson), the CTE Advisory Group was appointed by the SSPI to provide guidance and input during the developmental process of the CTE Framework. The advisory group met three times; August 2005, April 2006, and September 2006. In concert with the CTE Advisory Group two additional teams of experts contributed to the development of the CTE Framework.  The Framework Review Committee was comprised of members of business and industry and current CTE educators with a strong background in CTE curriculum development. The committee commented on the relevance of the framework and provided valuable input into its design. A technical writing team was selected for each of the 15 industry sectors. Current CTE classroom teachers served on the writing teams, providing current and relevant examples that are included in Part II of the framework.

In addition to input from the CTE Advisory Group, the Framework Review Committee, and the 15 technical writing teams, an extensive 45-day public review process was conducted to solicit information from the public. Over 100 online surveys were completed and public hearings were conducted in Sacramento and Rancho Cucamonga. The public hearings were well attended, with public testimony provided from representatives of Regional Occupational Centers and Programs, postsecondary education, high schools, professional organizations, and business and industry. Special 

presentations and feedback sessions were held during CTE professional organization workshops and conferences and professional CTE teacher association meetings. The comments gathered during the public review process were thoroughly analyzed and incorporated into the framework when applicable. At the direction of the SBE, the CTE Framework will be reviewed by the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission and any comments will be shared with SBE members during the January 2007 SBE meeting. 

The CTE Framework is the blueprint for implementing the SBE-adopted CTE Model Curriculum Standards. The CTE Standards are written for 15 industry sectors, and within those sectors, separate standards have been developed for 58 career pathways. To create a single document that provides the unique blend of “big picture” analysis, classroom how-to, and pathway-level instructional detail, the CTE Framework is presented in two parts.

Part I of the framework, in structure and content, is designed to assist the field in planning and delivering curriculum and instruction. The chapter titles include: The Introduction; Structuring a Standards-Based Curriculum; Standards-Based Instruction and Assessment; Administrative and Support Services; Community Involvement and Collaboration; and CTE Foundation Standards Applications.

The examples in Part II are intended to demonstrate to instructors and others how the specific standards for their subjects might be implemented using the processes and practices described in Part I of the framework. CTE curriculum is developed at the local level and the samples in Part II are intended to provide guidance in unpacking and using the CTE Standards.

The CTE Framework advanced through a collaborative process, incorporates the core elements of all California curriculum frameworks while representing its unique context and subject matter. Together with the standards, the framework provides California’s CTE educators with the tools and strategies required to deliver a rigorous, relevant, and relationship-based curriculum that will, when fully implemented, result in increased student achievement.
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Career Technical Education Framework for California Public Schools, 
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