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	Status Report on California’s National Board Certified Teachers


Summary of Key Issues

In December 2010, the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) announced the names of 342 California teachers who joined the ranks of the state’s National Board Certified Teachers (NBCTs). With this new cohort of teachers, California’s state total comes to 4,913 NBCTs, approximately two percent of the 2009-2010 teaching force. This is a marked increase from 2000-2001 when California only had 1,303 NBCTs. The tables below display: (1) the number of new NBCTs for the previous four years; and (2) the districts with the largest number of NBCTs in 2010. The information on NBCTs in California is from the NBPTS database. 
Table 1 
New National Board Certified Teachers in California
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Table 2

California School Districts with the Largest Number of 
National Board Certified Teachers: February, 2011

	School District
	Total NBCTs

	LOS ANGELES UNIFIED
	1,547

	SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED
	200

	SAN DIEGO UNIFIED
	181

	LONG BEACH UNIFIED
	166

	POWAY UNIFIED
	122

	SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED
	89

	OAKLAND UNIFIED
	88

	OCEANSIDE UNIFIED
	64

	PALO ALTO UNIFIED
	63

	FOLSOM-CORDOVA UNIFIED
	44

	ANAHEIM CITY
	39

	CHULA VISTA ELEMENTARY
	35

	FAIRFIELD-SUISUN UNIFIED
	35

	SANTA ANA UNIFIED
	33

	PASADENA UNIFIED
	27

	SEQUOIA UNION HIGH
	26

	SWEETWATER UNION HIGH
	26

	SAN JOSE UNIFIED
	25

	ENCINITAS UNION ELEMENTARY
	23

	WILLIAM S. HART UNION HIGH
	21

	GLENDALE UNIFIED
	20

	NEWPORT-MESA UNIFIED
	20

	PALM SPRINGS UNIFIED
	20


Nationwide, nearly 90,000 teachers have earned national certification. A directory of these exemplary teachers is available at http://www.nbpts.org/resources/nbct_directory (outside source) with search parameters including, teacher’s name, state, city, district, or certification area.

California Education Code (EC) Section 44395 authorizes the Incentive Program for National Board Certification, which provides a $20,000 incentive for NBCTs who teach in high-priority schools. A second condition that the teachers must have earned their national certification before April 1, 2009, is a result of the Budget Act of 2009 (Senate Bill 1 of 2009-2010 Third Extraordinary Session). This stipulated that, “The State Department of Education shall not approve . . .  new award incentive grants to, teacher participants not already approved in the 2008-09 or prior grant application processes.” 
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However, an LEA has flexibility to decide to fund newly eligible teachers using its NBCT Incentive Program funding or other funds.
The State Categorical Program Flexibility under EC Section 42605 requires LEAs to continue distributing funds to teachers who were in the Incentive Program prior to April 2009 until the teacher has received his or her full award. Funds that are not needed for this purpose are flexible. 
Additional information may be found on the California Department of Education, National Board Certified Teacher Program Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fr/eb/nbctincentprogfaq.asp. 
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