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	TO:
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	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2011–12 Legislative Session



Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Government Affairs Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or CDE position for the legislation unless specifically noted.

Attachment(s)

Attachment 1: Legislative Update (5 pages)

Legislative Update
These bills affect issue areas of concern for and/or impacting the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation unless specifically noted. 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Sponsored Bills
AB 124 (Fuentes) – English Language Content Standards

This State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) co-sponsored legislation establishes the English Language Development Standards Advisory Committee responsible for updating, revising, and aligning the English Language Development (ELD) standards with the common core English-language arts academic content standards recently approved by the State Board of Education (SBE). In addition, AB 124 requires the SBE to either adopt or reject the revised ELD standards by September 30, 2012, and include teachers and administrators with expertise in instructing English learners in the membership of the committee.

AB 124 was signed by the Governor on October 8th  (Chapter 605, 2011).

AB 200 (Hayashi) – Physical Education: Health and Fitness Award Program

This SSPI sponsored legislation would have established the Health and Fitness Award Program to recognize schools with exemplary physical education programs.
AB 200 was vetoed by the Governor on October 4th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit: http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_200_Veto_Message.pdf. 
AB 250 (Brownley) – Curriculum Frameworks

This SSPI sponsored legislation establishes a process to begin implementation of the common core academic content standards through the development of curriculum frameworks and professional development aligned with the common core English-language arts and mathematics standards.

The bill requires the SBE to adopt a new Common Core State Standards (CCSS)-based mathematics framework by May 30, 2013, and a new framework in English-language arts by May 30, 2014.

This bill extends the operative date of the state’s assessment system by one year – from July 2013 to July 2014, continuing the existing Standardized Testing and Reporting assessment system until July 2014, and gives the Legislature the opportunity to examine common assessment initiatives. This bill requires the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE and a wide range of stakeholders, to make recommendations to the Legislature by November 1, 2012, regarding a plan for transitioning to a system of high-quality assessments that are aligned to CCSS and provides a definition of high-quality assessments.
AB 250 was signed by the Governor on October 8th (Chapter 608, 2011).

AB 339 (Bonilla) – Social Content Review
This SSPI sponsored legislation reinstates the statutory authority in California Education Code Section 60050 which governs social content reviews for instructional materials through January 1, 2019. Before the program sunset on January 1, 2011, the CDE conducted social content reviews at the request of a publisher—a process that is separate from the formal instructional materials adoption process.
AB 339 was signed by the Governor on October 8th (Chapter 609, 2011).
AB 790 (Furutani) – Linked Learning/Multiple Pathways Pilot 
This SSPI sponsored legislation establishes a linked learning high school pilot program in order to implement district-wide linked learning approaches in all participating high schools. Based on a review conducted by the CDE, the SSPI will initially approve 20 district applications on a competitive basis.

AB 790 was signed by the Governor on October 8th (Chapter 616, 2011).
SB 429 (DeSaulnier) – After School Programs

This SSPI sponsored legislation provides current after school grantees with supplemental grants the flexibility to better address the needs of pupils and communities during the summer months. Programs will be allowed to operate extended days, open programs to pupils throughout the district, and operate at approved sites in the community. 
SB 429 was signed by the Governor on October 8th, 2011 (Chapter 626, 2011).
SB 547 (Steinberg) – Academic Performance

This SSPI sponsored legislation would have replaced the Academic Performance Index with the Education Quality Index, including sub-indices for a State Assessment Index, a Graduation Rate Index, a College Preparedness Index and a Career Readiness Index, beginning in the 2014–15 school year. 
SB 547 was vetoed by the Governor on October 8th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit: http://gov.ca.gov/docs/SB_547_Veto_Message.pdf. 
Other Bills of Interest to the State Board of Education

AB 9 (Ammiano) – Bullying

This bill requires school districts to ensure discrimination policies prohibiting discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying to reflect detailed statements in current law; descriptions of district procedures regarding complaints; a detailed statement of the district's policy regarding these matters; and a link to the SSPI list of statewide resources regarding these issues. This bill also requires each district to post their policies on their website and in parent handbooks by 2012.

AB 9 was signed by the Governor on October 9th (Chapter 723, 2011).
AB 47 (Huffman) – Open Enrollment

This bill would have made changes to current law related to low-achieving (open enrollment) schools including, deletion of the current exclusion of charter schools from the list, a new exclusion for specified special education programs and schools, a new requirement that a school only be identified as low achieving, if it has been on the list for two consecutive years, and an additional requirement on transferring students.
AB 47 was vetoed by the Governor on October 8th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit: http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_47_Veto_Message.pdf. 
AB 86 (Mendoza) – Conversion Charter School Petitions
This bill would have required that charter petitions be signed by at least one half of the total number of non-supervisorial certificated staff and classified employees that the charter school estimates would be employed at the school site during its first year of operation.
AB 86 was vetoed by the Governor on October 8th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit: http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_86_Veto_Message.pdf. 
AB 189 (Eng) – Education Funding

This bill modifies the requirements local education agencies must adhere to in order to participate in categorical flexibility. Specifically, this bill requires an additional public hearing to be held prior to, and independent of, the already required public meeting in which the governing board of a school district or county office of education is set to hear and adopt its budget. This bill also authorizes a school district to charge students fees for adult education classes in English and Citizenship until July 1, 2015. 
AB 189 was signed by the Governor on October 9th (Chapter 606, 2011).

AB 203 (Brownley) – Parent Empowerment

This bill would have provided guidance in several areas of current parent empowerment provisions, including the contents of petitions, the signatures on petitions, signature gatherers, and school site councils. It also would have stated the Legislature's intent that parents should be provided with information to make an informed decision, and that school district boards hold a public hearing to provide information about parent empowerment and allow parents to make public comments.

AB 203 was vetoed by the Governor on October 8th.
AB 1330 (Furutani) – Graduation Requirements: Career Technical Education
Current law prohibits a pupil from receiving a high school diploma unless he/she completes specified requirements, including, but not limited to, completing one course in visual or performing arts or world language. This bill, commencing with the 2012–13 school year and until July 1, 2017, adds the completion of a course in career technical education, as defined, as an alternative to the requirement that a pupil complete a course in visual or performing arts or world language.

AB 1330 was signed by the Governor on October 8th (Chapter 621, 2011).
SB 107 (Price) – California Interscholastic Federation
This bill extends the authority of the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) to oversee statewide interscholastic athletic programs. It extends CIF’s sunset to 2011, and requires the CIF to report to the Legislature, SSPI, and the Governor on its activities no later than January 1, 2017.
SB 107 was signed by the Governor on October 6th (Chapter 230, 2011).
SB 140 (Lowenthal) – Instructional Materials

This bill requires the CDE, on a one time basis, to develop a list, on or before

July 1, 2012, of supplemental instructional materials (SIMs) for use in kindergarten through seventh grade that are aligned with California’s common core academic content standards in mathematics, and for use in kindergarten through eighth grade that are aligned with California’s common core academic content standards in English-language arts. It also requires the SBE to approve or reject the list of SIMs developed by the CDE by September 30, 2012. This measure ensures that SIMs provide a bridge between the common core academic content standards and the instructional materials currently being used by local educational agencies. 

SB 140 was signed by the Governor on October 8th (Chapter 623, 2011).

SB 161 (Huff) – Emergency Medical Assistance: Administration of Epilepsy

                           Medication in Schools

This bill authorizes school districts to train school employees without medical training/backgrounds to administer emergency anti-seizure medication to pupils with epilepsy. Training will be provided to school employees on a voluntary basis.

SB 161 was signed by the Governor on October 7th (Chapter 560, 2011).
SB 300 (Hancock) – Instructional Materials: Content Standards
SB 300 authorizes the SBE to adopt science content standards. Additionally, this measure authorizes the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE, to convene a group of science experts in order to provide recommendations on the science content standards. 

SB 300 was signed by the Governor on October 8th (Chapter 624, 2011).
SB 753 (Padilla) – English Learners: Assessment
This bill moves the ELD assessment test period from the fall to the spring beginning in the 2013–14 school year. The California English Language Development Test (CELDT), the current ELD assessment, is currently conducted in the fall, and is used as both an assessment of a pupil’s English language development and as a placement/screening test to determine English language learners.

This bill also prohibits pupils in third grade through twelfth grade from being required to retake portions of the CELDT in which pupils have previously achieved “early advanced” or “advanced” proficiency levels within each grade span. This practice is currently barred by federal law; however, the bill would only go into effect if federal law permits the practice.

SB 753 was signed by the Governor on October 8th (Chapter 634, 2011).
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