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	The UCP regulations describe the process for filing, investigating and resolving a complaint regarding an alleged violation, by a local agency, of federal or state law or regulations governing educational programs, including allegations of unlawful discrimination.

Over time, new California laws (Section 11135 of the California Government Code and California Education Code 200) were passed to further identify protected groups from discrimination. The Title 5 UCP must be revised to include these protected groups.

In addition, the California Department of Education (CDE) staff found that some complaints were filed, but because of confusing procedures, they were never resolved. Several revisions further clarify the procedures to ensure that complaints and appeals are handled in a timely manner.

Senate Bill (SB) 1234 (Kuehl) has amended California Education Code sections 200 and 220 that will require a change in the Education Equity regulations that prohibit discrimination in educational institutions. These Uniform Complaint Procedure regulations apply to complaints of discrimination. These regulations deal with the process for handling complaints of discrimination and not with anti-discrimination policy. The Education Equity regulations, commencing with California Education Code Section 4900, will be amended to reflect the changes required by SB 1234.
Finally, recent legislation drafted to settle the Williams lawsuit requires school districts to use the UCP to help identify and resolve any deficiencies related to instructional materials, conditions of facilities that are not maintained in a clean and safe manner or good repair, and teacher vacancy or misassignment. The new revisions reflect the legislative requirements as identified in SB 550, Assembly Bill (AB) 2727, and SB 6.

Attachment 1: Title 5. Education, Division 1. State Department of Education

Chapter 5.1, Uniform Complaint Procedures, Subchapter 1. Complaint Procedures, Article 1. Definitions (29 pages)
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