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The Advisory Commission on Special Education (ACSE) has established the Grazer Outstanding Achievement in Learning Award to recognize exemplary practices in the field of special education and celebrate both programs that serve California youth with disabilities and the professionals who provide these services.

Six awards will be presented, two in each of the three Focus Monitoring and Technical Assistance (FMTA) regions in northern, central, and southern California. Each year the ACSE will identify a specific type of program for recognition. This year’s award area will be programs and students associated with transition between high school and postsecondary education and/or quality adult life.

Judges will use a scoring rubric based on descriptors such as data demonstrating program performance, student achievement, school environment, improved student outcomes, or other desired measurable results. Programs should be innovative, exemplary, sustainable, and replicable. California school districts, county offices of education, charter schools, and non-public schools that serve special education students have been invited to submit nominations until August 5, 2005.

This year’s awards ceremony will be held at the California Department of Education Board Room (Conference Room 1101) on Thursday, November 17, 2005, from 

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Additional information is available at: [Note: Invalid link removed.]. 

Attachment 1:  Announcement of GOAL Award (2 Pages)

Attachment 2:  GOAL Application (4 Pages)

The California Advisory Commission on Special Education 
is proud to announce the first annual

GOAL AWARDS
The nomination period is now open. Nominations close on August 5, 2005. The awards will be given at a public ceremony and celebration on November 17, 2005.

The purpose of GOAL
The Advisory Commission on Special Education (ACSE) wishes to recognize practices in the field of special education and foster replication of programs that could benefit other California special education students as well as to recognize

individual student achievement in those same programs. The GOAL Awards is one of many activities designed to celebrate the professionals and programs that serve California special education youth of all age groups. 

Why the name GOAL? 

The name GOAL, the Grazer Outstanding Achievement in Learning, serves a dual purpose. First, the name symbolizes the need to establish both lofty goals and high expectations for all students. Second, the commission wishes to officially recognize Brian Grazer for his ten-year commitment to honor the programs and professionals recognized by the award. 

Who is eligible to apply? 

Programs in substantial compliance with IDEA 2004 operated by school districts, county offices of education, charter schools, and non-public schools that serve special education students are eligible for nomination or self-nomination. An individual client or student served in one of the applicant schools or programs should be nominated with the program on the same application form. Each year the ACSE will identify a specific type of program for consideration. This year's recognition will be for programs and students associated with transition between high school and postsecondary education and/or quality adult life. 

What are the selection criteria? 

There will be six awards presented each year, two in each of the three Focus Monitoring and Technical Assistance (FMTA) regions in northern, central, and southern California. Programs will be judged on a GOAL Award scoring rubric, based on descriptors such as data demonstrating program performance, student achievement, school environment, improved student outcomes or other desired measurable results. Programs should be innovative, exemplary, sustainable, and replicable and should demonstrate satisfaction and participation of students, staff, parents, and community.

What is the nomination process? 

The nomination period for the first annual GOAL Awards is now open. The nomination process includes the following: 

· Complete the attached nomination form for the program nomination and the individual participating in the program. 

· Entry package postmarked on or before August 5, 2005. 

· Willingness to host a half-day site visit by the judges if selected. 

· Available to attend Awards Ceremony in Sacramento.

When is the award ceremony?
This year's awards ceremony will be held at the California Department of Education on Thursday, November 17, 2005. State Superintendent Jack O'Connell and other dignitaries have been invited. The ceremony will start at 4:00 p.m. with a reception immediately following. For additional information, contact Dennis Kelleher at 

(916) 327-0842 or dkellehe@cde.ca.gov.
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