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	February 1, 2010


	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation


	FROM:
	Deborah V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent

Curriculum, Learning, and Accountability Branch


	SUBJECT:
	California High School Exit Examination: Program Update, Summary of the American Institutes for Research Independent Evaluation Study Final Report and the 2008–09 Waiver Data Collection.


Summary of the American Institutes for Research Independent Evaluation Study Final Report 
In September 2009, the California Department of Education (CDE) provided a summary of the American Institutes for Research (AIR) Independent Evaluation Study Interim Report to the State Board of Education (SBE). The CDE anticipates posting the final report to the CDE CAHSEE Web page in early April 2010. The final report will be available as an attachment to an April 2010 Information Memorandum and will be presented to the SBE at the May 2010 meeting.
The report will address the following three questions:

· What alternative means could be developed and used by the CDE which would allow the students who had an individualized educational program (IEP) or 504 plan, met all local requirements for graduation, and had mastery in the academic standards addressed on the CAHSEE but were unable to demonstrate that knowledge through the CAHSEE despite the students’ use of permissible modifications and/or accommodations?

· How would these alternative means allow for the setting of a passing standard equivalent to that required of students taking the CAHSEE?
· Which of these alternative means identified by AIR are recommended for students who had an IEP or 504 plan, met all local requirements for graduation, 
and had mastery in the academic standards addressed on the CAHSEE but were unable to demonstrate that knowledge through the CAHSEE despite the students’ use of permissible modifications and/or accommodations?

2008–09 Waiver Data Collection

In accordance with the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 1207.1, each school district shall provide information to the CDE regarding local waivers for pupils with disabilities by December 31 of each year. The local waiver information was collected during the data collection window from December 9, 2009, through December 31, 2009. This data collection was only for waivers that were granted in the 2008–09 school year (July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009). By December 31, 2009, only 38 percent of the districts had responded. The CDE contacted all of the nonresponsive districts beginning the week of January 11, 2010. The CDE will provide a preliminary analysis of this data collection in an April 2010 Information Memorandum.
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