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	SUBJECT:
	Legislative update: 


	Attached is an updated summary of the legislative measures presented to the State Board of Education (SBE) at the March 10, 2005, SBE meeting. Most of these measures fall under the seven principles adopted by the SBE in September of 2004 and the others may be of interest to the State Board.  

April 29, 2005, is the last day for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bill for referral to fiscal committees.  May 6, 2005, is the last day for policy committees to hear and report to the floor bills originating their respective houses.   


Legislative Update

1. Safeguard the State Board of Education adopted academic content standards as the foundation of California's K-12 educational system; the same standards for all children. 

AB 726 (Goldberg) 

This bill would require the Superintendent, no later than May 1, 2006, to provide a report to the Legislature and the Governor that makes recommendations to prioritize the content standards included in the California Standards Tests, and recommendations as to the amount and types of resources schools will need if they are reasonably to be expected to assist pupils in achieving proficiency in those standards. This bill was scheduled to be heard in the Assembly Education Committee on March 30, 2005, however, the hearing was cancelled at the request of the author.
AB 1100 (Mullin) 

This bill requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) to conduct a periodic review of the statewide content standards, and hold regional hearings to compile opinions from the public and from educators on the relevance of the content standards. The SPI must then take these comments and opinions into consideration and adopt changes as necessary to the statewide performance standards. This bill also requires that there be no more than 15 content standards per subject area for each grade and would remove the authority of the State Board of Education to modify proposed content and performance standards. This bill passed the Assembly Education Committee with a 9-1 vote on March 30, 2005, and is scheduled to be heard in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on April 6, 2005.
AB 1246 (Wolk) 

This bill would authorize the Superintendent of Public Instruction to adopt pre-kindergarten content standards in reading/language arts, mathematics, history/social science and science. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.

2. Insure that curriculum is rigorous, standards-aligned, and research-based utilizing State Board adopted materials or standards-aligned textbooks in grades 9 to 12, to prepare children for college or the workforce.
SB 657 (Escutia) This bill would require the State Board to annually solicit recommendations from school districts of instructional materials for adoption in any subject area in which the Board adopts instructional materials and in English language development. The district recommendations must include a narrative of the evaluation or piloting process of the district and explanation for the recommendation and a resolution of the local governing board that approves the use of the instructional materials.  This bill is the same as SB 1380 from last year, which was vetoed by the Governor.  

SCA X1 4 (Perata)

This is a special session bill that proposes to repeal provisions of the State Constitution that require the State Board of Education adopt textbooks for use in grades 1-8. This proposed Constitutional Amendment requires a 2/3 vote of each house in order to be submitted to the voters. The Governor’s signature is not required for constitutional amendments. This bill passed the Senate Education Committee on February 23, 2005, with a 9-2 vote. This bill is scheduled to be heard in the Senate Election, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments Committee on April 20, 2005
3. Insure the availability of State Board of Education adopted instructional materials for Kindergarten and grades 1 to 8 and locally adopted standards-aligned instructional materials in grades 9 to 12. 

AB 388 (Canciamilla) 

This bill would prohibit SBE from adopting basic instructional materials for reading/language arts and mathematics in successive years and requires the SBE to take certain steps to ensure that instructional materials submitted for adoption are offered at a reasonable price. This bill is scheduled to be heard in the Assembly Education Committee on April 6, 2005.

AB 564 (Karnette) 

This is the same as SB 1405 (Karnette, 2004). This bill authorizes the Superintendent of Public Instruction to develop and conduct a review process for high school basic instructional materials in the core courses in grades 9-12 and determine the extent to which these materials are aligned to the content standards adopted by the Board. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.  

AB 689 (Nava)

This bill requires the California Department of Education to incorporate exercises and activities related to nutrition and physical activity into the reading, English language development, history/social science, science, and mathematics instructional materials criteria at their next revisions. This bill also requires the State Board of Education, based on recommendations from the Superintendent of Public Instruction, to adopt model content standards for health education by December 1, 2007. This bill passed the Assembly Education Committee with an 8-2 vote on March 30, 2005, and is scheduled to be heard in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on 

April 6, 2005.

4. Support professional development for teachers on the adopted instructional materials that are used in the classroom. 

AB 430 (Nava)

This bill would extend the administrator training program until July 1, 2012, and adds coaching and mentorship assistance for site administrators at all grade levels. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill is scheduled to be heard in the Assembly Education Committee on April 6, 2005. 

AB 1032 (Jones) 

This bill would provide professional development on reading/language arts and mathematics standards to classroom teachers and aides of preschool age children. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Human Services Committee.

SB 414 (Alquist) 

This measure would extend the Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program for teachers until January 1, 2012. This bill is sponsored by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee.

SB 1072 (Simitian) 

This bill would consolidate the funding for the English Language Development Institutes, Pre-Intern Teaching Program, Pre-Intern Teaching Academies, Alternative Certification Programs, California School Paraprofessional Teacher Training Program, Education Technology Staff Development Program, the Education Technology Professional Development program, the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards Certification Incentive Program, and the California Peer Assistance and Review Program for Teachers, and would establish the Teacher Support and Development Act of 2006 to provide flexible professional development block grants 

to school districts. The bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to annually award the block grants from funding provided in the annual Budget Act. This bill is scheduled to be heard in the Senate Education Committee on April 13, 2005.
5. Maintain the assessment and accountability system (including STAR, EAP, CAHSEE, and CELDT). 

AB 482 (Hancock) 

This bill would require school districts to administer an achievement test to pupils with limited English proficiency who are enrolled in any of grades 2 to 11, in their primary language, and would require these tests to be administered only to limited-English-proficient pupils who either receive instruction in their primary language or have been enrolled in a school in the United States for less than 12 months. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.

AB 600 (Hancock) 

This bill would declare that it is the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to replace the current California Standardized Test for grade two under the STAR Program with a locally adopted diagnostic test. This bill is awaiting referral to a committee.
AB 1409 (Baca) 

This bill would exempt a pupil who receives passing scores on the English language arts and mathematics portions of the California Standards Tests, administered while the pupil is enrolled in high school, from the high school exit examination requirement. This bill would require the State Board of Education to designate the passing scores on the California Standards Tests. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.
AB 1531 (Bass) 

Would require the State Board of Education on or before February 2006, to review other criteria for evaluating students to obtain a high school diploma who are unable to pass the High School Exit Exam and make a report to the legislature. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.
SB 385 (Ducheny)

This measure makes required technical changes to SB 1448, with regard to English learners-who gets tested, extending the primary language requirement to 2011, the release of 25 percent of California Standardized Test (CST) items, and collaboration with higher education on CSTs, while not extending the sunset date for grade 2 CST testing. This bill is scheduled to be heard in the Senate Education Committee on April 6, 2005.

SB 517 (Romero) 

This bill would declare that it is the intent of the Legislature to delay the effective date of the California High School Exit Examination requirement until specified conditions have been satisfied, including the consideration and adoption by the Legislature and implementation by the state of a plan to provide adequate resources for its public schools and a determination that the examination meets specified ethical standards. (Spot bill) This bill is in the Senate Rules Committee awaiting a committee assignment.

SB 586 (Scott) 

This measure intends to clean up one part of SB 1448 (Alpert, 2004) by clarifying that the carrying on of a program of specific preparation of a pupil for the statewide pupil assessment program or a particular test used in the statewide pupil assessment program is prohibited. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Education Committee. 

SB 755 (Poochigian) 

This measure makes required technical changes to SB 1448, with regard to English learners-who gets tested, extending the primary language requirement to 2011, the release of 25 percent of CST items, and collaboration with higher education on CSTs, prohibits specific preparation of the four statewide assessment program and extends the grade 2 CST sunset to 2011. This bill is the Department of Finance vehicle to clean up all provisions of SB 1448. This bill is scheduled to be heard in the Senate Education Committee on April 6, 2005.
6. Insure that the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and all teacher training institutes use State Board adopted standards as the basis for determining the subject matter competency of teacher candidates. 

AB 693 (Goldberg)

This bill would require the Commission on Teacher Credentialing to ensure that teacher preparation programs include a component on career technical education. (Spot bill) This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.

7. Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education. 

SB 964 (Scott)

This bill states Legislative intent to strengthen coordination between community colleges and high schools in California for the purpose of developing fully articulated, industry-driven career technical education curricula. This bill is awaiting a committee assignment in the Senate Rules Committee. 

AB 707 (Hancock)

This bill would authorize the governing boards of school districts to provide a comprehensive educational counseling program for all students in the district, including an academic and career exploration plan, by the end of 9th grade. The plan would include a sequence of courses necessary to meet the requirements for entry into postsecondary education, as well as a sequence of courses or career exploration activities to provide awareness of career opportunities and/or preparation for entry into the workforce. In addition, the plan would include the participation in small learning communities, academies, partnership academies or other career-related programs to achieve the goals of the individualized plan. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.
SB 635 (Alarcon)

This bill establishes “education empowerment zones” in economically and educationally challenged areas with the goal of increasing economic development, closing the education achievement gap, and improving graduation rates and university admissions (along with other specified goals) for pupils in the zones. Regents would be authorized to grant preferences in admissions to students from the education empowerment zones. This bill is scheduled to be heard in the Senate Education Committee on April 13, 2005.

8.  Other bills of interest to the State Board

AB 172 (Chan) Universal Preschool

States the intent of the Legislature to establish and provide a voluntary preschool-for-all system. In addition, AB 172 will require the Superintendent to prepare a report and submit it to the Legislature before January 1, 2007, regarding the types of preschool programs that receive funding, including data relating to the geographic and income distribution of participants in these programs. (Spot bill) This bill is awaiting hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.

AB 1608 (Liu)
This bill would require the governing board of a school district maintaining a middle school or junior high school to prescribe courses of study designed to provide the skills and knowledge required for adult life for pupils attending the schools within its school district. This bill is sponsored by the Governor. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.
AB 1609 (Liu)

The bill adds an assessment of career-technical education data measures to the school accountability report card. This bill is sponsored by the Governor. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.
AB 1662 (Lieber) 

This bill would conform state law to the new federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Reauthorization 2004 provisions, which consist of moving from strictly procedural compliance to improved outcomes; monitoring through the use of data and other processes child find, Free Appropriate Public Education in the Least Restrictive Environment, transition, disproportionate identification, and outcomes in reading, math, and science; improving opportunities for resolution through less litigious means, including Alternative Dispute Resolution, mediation, and local dispute resolution; more choice for parents; major changes in the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and two waiver opportunities for paperwork reduction and three-year IEP options. This bill is awaiting a hearing in the Assembly Education Committee.  
SCA X1 1 (Runner) 

This bill, a part of the Governor’s education package, would require that any employment decision, as defined, by a school district, including a county office of education or charter school, be based solely on employee performance, as assessed annually, and on the needs of the school district and its pupils, and would provide that employee seniority may not be considered in making an employment decision, as defined. As to administrators and teachers, the measure would require that performance be assessed based upon an appropriate combination, as determined by the governing board of the school district, of individual annual performance evaluations and improvements in pupil academic achievement as measured by state-adopted standardized tests. This bill requires a 2/3 vote of each house in order to be submitted to the voters. The Governor’s signature is not required for constitutional amendments. This bill was held in the Senate Education Committee on February 28, 2005, and was re-referred to the Senate Education Committee.
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