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	SUBJECT:
	School Accountability Report Card (SARC): Proposed Template and Data Definitions for the 2007-08 School Year


The State Board of Education (SBE) annually approves the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) template and associated data definitions in accordance with the requirements of state and federal laws. In July 2006, the SBE approved a SARC template and data definitions that were used for SARCs published during the 2006-07 school year. Local educational agencies (LEAs) may use the model template or may design their own report cards as long as all legally required information is included.

Over time, the SARC template has grown to include approximately 60 separate data elements and has become difficult for its intended audience of parents and community members to read and understand. Since his 2006 State of Education address, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell has made improving the readability of the SARC a top priority. 

To accomplish that goal, a meeting of interested stakeholders was convened by the Hewlett Foundation, in conjunction with the California Department of Education (CDE), in January 2006. Since then, various working groups (both administrative and legislative) have met to discuss the following areas of the SARC: readability, executive summary or streamlining, and common release date (i.e., deadline for publishing SARCs). Additionally, the Hewlett Foundation contracted with the Grow Network/McGraw-Hill (Grow) in June 2006 to produce a revised prototype of the SARC based on the results of feedback from parent focus groups. The result of this SARC redesign research by Grow produced a redesigned print SARC prototype and the framework for a Web-based version of the report card that was forwarded to the Hewlett Foundation. With the Hewlett Foundation’s permission, the CDE hopes to be able to use the SARC prototype and the proposed Web framework during the current legislative session to provide input to the various bills related to the SARC.
In addition to these ongoing efforts to streamline the SARC, the following legislative bills propose to revise the existing SARC reporting requirements:

Assembly Bill (AB) 331 (Emmerson) School Accountability Report Card and Persistently Dangerous Schools

The bill requires the assessment of classroom discipline and climate for learning that is already included in the SARC to also include, for schools classified as persistently dangerous, the number of specified types of incidents or crimes occurring in a school during the past three years. Additionally, the bill defines the term persistently dangerous and requires the SBE to adopt regulations to implement this definition.
AB 759 (Alquist) School Accountability Report Card Review 
The bill requires a comprehensive review of the SARC with the participation of the SBE, the Governor, the Legislative Analyst, relevant committees of the Legislature, and a wide variety of governmental agencies, school districts, and organizations representing parents, guardians, and other involved parties to make it more clear, readable, and useful.
AB 1015 (Brownley) School Accountability Report Card

The bill would amend the Classroom Instructional Improvement and Accountability

Act, which outlines what is reported in the SARC, to require that the assessment of estimated expenditures per pupil include a reporting of the average of actual salaries paid to fully credentialed teachers and teachers with emergency teaching permits.
AB 1061 (Mullin) School Accountability Report Card Requirements
The bill deletes certain items from the list of school conditions for which assessments are required to be included in the SARC, including the quality of school instruction and leadership; pupil achievement in meeting reading, writing, and arithmetic standards or local assessments; and whether the school qualifies for the Governor's Performance Award Program. The bill also establishes that by 2008-09 the most recent SARC be available through the Internet or hard copies on or before February 1 of each year.
Senate Bill 835 (Scott) School Accountability Report Card Requirements
(Provisions similar to AB 1061.)
The CDE is actively working with the Legislature and the Governor’s office on these bills. The CDE is also engaged in discussions about how one or more of these bills can integrate the redesigned print SARC prototype and Web design produced by GROW and provide funding towards these redesign and streamlining efforts.
The CDE will propose a SARC template and data definitions to the SBE in July 2007. Because of the legislative activity surrounding the SARC that would significantly impact SARCs published in the 2008-09 school year, the CDE is proposing only one minor change to the 2007-08 template that is necessary because of a change in the rating scale on the school facility inspection evaluation instrument developed by the Office of Public School Construction. Aside from this change, the proposed template will not differ significantly from the current version in terms of organization, format and presentation of data, and narrative descriptions of data elements. The proposed template includes an executive summary comprised of about 20 elements designed to provide a quick snapshot of school accountability.
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