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	SUBJECT:
	Use of Variations on Statewide Assessments by English Learners.


As requested by the State Board of Education in January 2010, the California Department of Education has compiled data on the use of testing variations by students who are English learners (EL). Analyses were conducted for the California Standards Tests (CSTs) from 2006 to 2009, the California Modified Assessment (CMA) for 2008 and 2009, and the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) from 2006 to 2009. There are four testing variations available for use with EL students. These variations are available for use with EL students on all three exams. The four available testing variations are as follows: 
1. Reading directions aloud in the student’s primary language.

2. Administering the test to ELs separately from non-EL students. This may be individually or in a small group.

3. Allowing students to take additional breaks during testing.

4. Allowing students to use a glossary or word list during testing. This variation is not allowed for the CST and CMA English-language arts (ELA) assessments. This variation is allowed for the CAHSEE ELA assessment.
As detailed below, the data show that very few (approximately 1 percent) of EL students use the available testing variations.

Attachment 1 presents a total of six tables - two tables for each of the testing programs mentioned above:

· Table 1: Number and Percentage of EL Students Tested and Using One or More Testing Variation on the CSTs

· Table 2: Variations Used by EL Students on the CSTs

· Table 3: Number and Percentage of EL Students Tested and Using One or More Testing Variation on the CMA

· Table 4: Variations Used by EL Students on the CMA

· Table 5: Number and Percentage of EL Students Tested and Using One or More Testing Variation on the CAHSEE

· Table 6: Variations Used by EL Students on the CAHSEE

Attachment 1: Use of Variations on Statewide Assessments by English Learners (7 Pages)
Attachment 1: Use of Variations on Statewide Assessments by English Learners
Testing variations for ELs were first offered for the CST and CAHSEE during the 2004–2005 school year. Data collection on the type of variation used by students began in 2006. Districts are not required to offer variations to ELs. The determination of whether or not to offer a variation lies with the district and school the student attends. Use of one or more variations for ELs has decreased on the CSTs from 2006 to 2009, and increased on the CAHSEE during the same period. 
Districts report that they were very interested in using the EL testing variations on the CSTs when the variations first became available. Two factors are suggested as reasons why use of variations has declined on the CSTs. The first reason may be the general reduction in resources to schools and districts since 2006. Most of the variations entail additional staff time and often require the participation of an increasingly limited pool of bilingual staff members. The second reason may be the perception that the variations did not have much effect on EL student performance. The increase in the use of variations on the CAHSEE may be attributed to the fact that the CAHSEE is a high stakes examination and schools try to give students as much support as possible. 
Table 1. Number and Percentage of EL Students Tested and Using One or More Testing Variations 
CST ELA and Math, 2006–2009
	
	ELA 2009
	ELA 2008
	ELA 2007
	ELA 2006
	Math 2009
	Math 2008
	Math 2007
	Math 2006

	Students with Scores1,2,3
	4,571,760
	4,652,348
	4,704,262
	4,712,836
	4,457,902
	4,504,252
	4,550,949
	4,560,676

	Number and Percentage of EL 
	1,087,075
	1,112,017
	1,122,397
	1,141,012
	1,087,075
	1,112,017
	1,092,222
	1,112,782

	Students Tested
	23.8%
	23.9%
	23.9%
	24.2%
	24.4%
	24.7%
	24.0%
	24.4%

	Number and Percentage Using
	11,641
	14,925
	18,286
	24,212
	12,233
	15,538
	20,146
	26,550

	One or More Variations
	1.1%
	1.3%
	1.6%
	2.1%
	1.1%
	1.4%
	1.8%
	2.4%


1All values based on students with valid scores

2Includes ELA assessments for grades 2-11

3Includes all mathematics assessments for grades 2-11

· The number and percentage of EL students tested over this time period is relatively constant (approximately 24 percent of students tested). 
· In contrast, the use of variations for these students has declined over the same time period. As noted above, this decrease may be due to the general reduction in resources to schools and to a limited pool of bilingual staff members.
· The proportion of EL students using one or more testing variations declined, on the ELA examination from 2.1 percent in 2006 to 1.1 percent in 2009, and on the mathematics test, from 2.4 percent in 2006 to 1.1 percent in 2009.  
. 
Table 2. Variations Used by EL Students CST ELA and Math, 2006–2009
	
	ELA 2009
	ELA 2008
	ELA 2007
	ELA 2006
	Math 2009
	Math 2008
	Math 2007
	Math 2006

	Directions Read Aloud in 
	8,032
	11,031
	14,634
	20,100
	6,881
	9,986
	12,811
	17,907

	Student's Primary Language
	69.0%
	73.9%
	80.0%
	83.0%
	56.2%
	64.3%
	63.6%
	67.4%

	Student Tested Separately
	7,267
	8,346
	9,172
	10,537
	6,299
	7,173
	7,967
	9,163

	
	13.1%
	13.1%
	11.9%
	11.0%
	11.8%
	12.1%
	11.9%
	9.9%

	Student Took Additional 
	949
	1,096
	1,095
	1,158
	742
	866
	952
	910

	Breaks
	8.2%
	7.3%
	6.0%
	4.8%
	6.1%
	5.6%
	4.7%
	3.4%

	Student Used Glossary 
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	3,884
	5,216
	6,719
	8,482

	and/or Word List
	
	
	
	
	31.8%
	33.6%
	33.4%
	31.9%


· The most commonly used variation for both the CST ELA and mathematics assessments was for students to have directions read aloud in their primary language. Use of this variation decreased over the time period, from 83 percent in 2006 to 69 percent in 2009 for ELA, and from 67 percent in 2006 to 56 percent in 2009 in mathematics. 

· The next most common variation used was testing students separately followed by giving students additional breaks. While the number of students being afforded these variations decreased from 2006 to 2009, the proportion of students receiving these variations increased, due to the large overall decrease in the proportion of students receiving any EL test variation. 
· Use of additional breaks as a variation decreased numerically from 2006 to 2009, yet increased as a proportion of all variations used, again due the large overall decrease in the proportion of EL students receiving any test variation. The use of additional breaks increased from 5 percent to 8 percent in ELA and 3 percent to 6 percent in mathematics while the number of students decreased from 1,158 to 949 in ELA and from 910 to 742 in mathematics.
· Use of a glossary and/or word list was used by about one third of students using one or more variations in mathematics from 2006 to 2009. Note that using a glossary and/or word list is not an allowed variation for the CST ELA.

Table 3. Number and Percentage of EL Students Tested and Using One or More Testing Variations
CMA ELA and Math, 2008-2009

	
	ELA 2009
	ELA 2008
	Math 2009
	Math 2008

	Students with Scores1
	100,250
	38,225
	78,587
	33,034

	Number and Percentage of EL
	40,829
	15,722
	31,743
	13,404

	Students Tested
	40.7%
	41.1%
	40.4%
	40.6%

	Number and Percentage Using
	391
	179
	345
	156

	One or More Variations
	1.0%
	1.1%
	1.1%
	1.2%


1All values based on students with valid scores

· The CMA was developed for students with individualized education programs who had scored below basic or far below basic on the previous year’s CST. The CMA was available statewide in 2008 for grades three, four, and five and in 2009 for grades three through eight. 
· The number of EL students tested more than doubled from 2008 to 2009 with the inclusion of additional grade levels. 
· The percentage of EL students taking the CMA is fairly constant over these two years (approximately 41 percent).
· Very few (approximately one percent) of these EL students used one or more testing variations on the CMA. 
Table 4. Variations Used by EL Students CMA ELA and Math, 2008–2009
	
	ELA 2009
	ELA 2008
	Math 2009
	Math 2008

	Student Tested Separately
	208
	85
	170
	68

	
	53.2%
	47.5%
	49.3%
	43.6%

	Student Took Additional Breaks
	133
	91
	121
	78

	
	34.0%
	50.8%
	35.1%
	50.0%

	Directions Read Aloud in 
	108
	62
	85
	50

	Student's Primary Language
	27.6%
	34.6%
	24.6%
	32.1%

	Student Used Glossary and/or
	NA
	NA
	19
	6

	Word List
	
	
	11.2%
	8.8%


· In 2009, testing students separately was the most common variation used in both the CMA ELA and mathematics. 
· In 2008, the most common variation used was giving students additional breaks. 
Table 5. Number and Percentage of EL Students Tested and Using One or More Testing Variations
CAHSEE ELA and Math, 2006-2009

	
	ELA 2009
	ELA 2008
	ELA 2007
	ELA 2006
	Math 2009
	Math 2008
	Math 2007
	Math 2006

	Students Tested1
	476,830
	476,811
	480,902
	483,016
	474,327
	474,915
	479,030
	481,274

	Number and Percentage of EL
	77,257
	78,339
	80,072
	79,418
	76,937
	78,137
	79,903
	79,208

	Students Tested
	16.2%
	16.4%
	16.7%
	16.4%
	16.2%
	16.5%
	16.7%
	16.5%

	Number and Percentage Using
	6,223
	7,058
	3,431
	3,845
	5,220
	5,875
	3,907
	3,328

	One or More Variations
	8.1%
	9.0%
	4.3%
	4.8%
	6.8%
	7.5%
	4.9%
	4.2%


1All values based on 10th grade students tested; including those who passed, did not pass, or took the CAHSEE with modifications.
· The proportion of ELs tested increased slightly from 2006 to 2007; from 16.5 percent in math and 16.4 percent in ELA in 2006, to 16.7 percent in both ELA and math in 2007. Since 2007 the number and percentage of ELs tested has decreased slightly, to 16.2 percent in both ELA and mathematics in 2009. 
· The proportion of ELs using one or more testing variations has increased from 4.8 percent in ELA and 4.2 percent in mathematics in 2006 to 8.1 percent in ELA and 6.8 percent in mathematics in 2009.
Table 6. Variations Used by EL Students CAHSEE ELA and Math, 2006-2009

	
	ELA 2009
	ELA 2008
	ELA 2007
	ELA 2006
	Math 2009
	Math 2008
	Math 2007
	Math 2006

	Student Used Glossary and/or
	4,129
	4,686
	2,925
	2,048
	3,142
	3,482
	2,139
	1,509

	Word List
	66.4%
	66.4%
	85.3%
	53.3%
	60.2%
	59.3%
	54.8%
	45.3%

	Student Tested Separately
	4,128
	3,969
	2,830
	2,767
	3,689
	3,524
	2,723
	2,673

	
	66.3%
	56.2%
	82.5%
	72.0%
	70.7%
	60.0%
	69.7%
	80.3%

	Directions Read Aloud in 
	2,498
	2,643
	2,445
	2,681
	2,137
	2,275
	2,294
	2,479

	Student's Primary Language
	40.1%
	37.5%
	71.3%
	69.7%
	40.9%
	38.7%
	58.7%
	74.5%

	Student Took Additional Breaks
	497
	721
	546
	545
	401
	584
	515
	487

	
	8.0%
	10.2%
	15.9%
	14.2%
	7.7%
	9.9%
	13.2%
	14.6%


· Use of a glossary and/or word list is a permissible variation for the CAHSEE ELA and mathematics assessment; use of this variation increased in both ELA and mathematics (from 53.3 to 66.4 percent in ELA and 45.3 to 60.2 percent in mathematics) over the four year period analyzed. The increase in the use of variations may be attributed to the fact that the CAHSEE is a high stakes examination and schools try to give students as much support as possible. 
· The other available variations (students tested separately, directions read aloud in student’s primary language, and additional breaks) all show a decline in the percentage of students using them in both ELA and mathematics. These variations require additional staff time or changes to the administration schedule. The decline in use of these variations coupled with the increase in the use of the glossary/word list substantiates the suggestion by districts that resource limitations are affecting the use of the more labor intensive variations. 
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