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	April 1, 2015


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Update on the Administration and Development of the California Alternate Assessments.


Summary of Key Issues
The purpose of this memorandum is to advise members of the State Board of Education (SBE) on the previous and current work being performed by the California Department of Education (CDE) and its contractor in the development and administration of the California Alternate Assessments (CAA).
The 2015 CAA field test in English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics will be administered to all students who have a significant cognitive disability in grades three through eight and grade eleven during the field test window (April 15, 2015 through June 10, 2015). The field test will examine the performance of test items and will not yield individual student scores. The field test will utilize computer-based technology for registration and test administration. The field test will also provide teachers valuable experience in administering computer-based assessments to students with significant cognitive disabilities. 
Student information will be uploaded into the Test Operation Management System (TOMS), which is also being used for Smarter Balanced assessments. Additionally, the Individual Student Assessment Performance Profile (ISAPP) will need to be completed to reflect a student’s individualized education program (IEP) accommodations and designated supports used in instruction and for state testing. If the accommodations a student uses are not listed in the ISAPP, the IEP will supersede the ISAPP. 

Fifteen items will be tested in each content area for a total of thirty items per student. The items are designed with three levels of complexity. Students taking the CAA field test will see varying levels of complexity across the 15 items. The CAA is a one-on-one, computer-based assessment; it is not computer-adaptive. Test items are aligned with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and are based on the Core Content Connectors (CCCs), and were developed for three levels of complexity. Each content area is anticipated to take 45 to 60 minutes to administer. This is comparable to the estimated testing time on the California Alternate Performance Assessment for ELA, mathematics, and science (i.e., 45 minutes each).
The CCCs are content targets linked to the CCSS. The CCCs are less complex than the CCSS, focusing on the main academic content in each subject and grade. The CCCs illustrate the necessary knowledge and skills needed to reach the learning targets within the CCSS and the knowledge and skills needed at each grade. The CCCs identify priorities in each content area to guide the instruction for students in this population and for the alternate assessment. The CDE Alternate Assessments Web page is available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/altassessment.asp.
Local educational agency (LEA) California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) coordinator and CAA test administrator training was offered in March 2015. A “live” Webcast training for the CAA field test occurred on March 11, 2015, and had 1,080 participants. The training was primarily designed for test administrators. It is expected that over 4,000 persons will have viewed the archived Webcast prior to the field test. All test administrators are required to view the two-hour training prior to conducting the one-on-one computer-based test administration. Site or LEA coordinators will need to verify that the test administrators completed training by checking a box in the TOMS.
CDE staff continue to provide “LEA Outreach” for the CAA field test. Since the March 2015 SBE meeting, CDE staff has completed the following:

· March 11, 2015, CAA Webcast

· March 11, 2015, CAASPP Update posted on the CDE CAASPP Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/
· March 18, 2015, CAASPP Update posted on the CDE CAASPP Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/
· March 18, 2015, Presentation to Regional Assessment Network

· March 18, 2015, WebEx Presentation to the Smarter Balanced Stakeholders

· March 25, 2015, CAASPP Update posted on the CDE CAASPP Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/
All Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) and special education directors, as well as staff, are encouraged to regularly visit the CDE CAASPP Alternate Assessments Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/altassessment.asp for updated resources and information and to subscribe to the CAASPP e-mail list provided at the end of this update. 

Two additional presentations are scheduled before the May SBE 2015 meeting.

· April 29 or 30, 2015, Advisory Committee for Special Education Presentation, CDE
· May 1, 2015, SELPA Presentation, Sacramento, CA
CDE staff continue to monitor the development of the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) on the 2015 administration of their alternate assessments. NCSC recently announced that because of lower than expected student participants the spring 2015 operational test would consist of four separate forms delivered via computer, and the tests would not be adaptive. Additionally, the consortium announced that the field test for writing items would continue indefinitely due to small samples from the two pilot tests administered in the spring and fall of 2014.
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