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	SUBJECT:
	California High School Exit Examination: Results from the 2012–13 Waiver Data Collection for Students with Disabilities. 


Summary of Key Issues

A waiver of the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) requirement may be granted by local educational agencies (LEAs) to students with disabilities (SWDs) pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 60851(c)(1). At the request of a student’s parent or guardian, a school principal must submit to the local school board a request for a local waiver of the requirement to pass the part(s) of the CAHSEE on which a modification was used and the equivalent of a passing score (350 or higher) was earned.

For the local school board to waive the CAHSEE requirement, the principal must certify that the student has:

1. An individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 plan that requires a modification to be provided to the student when taking the CAHSEE.

2. Completed, or is in the process of completing, high school-level course work sufficient to have attained the skills and knowledge otherwise needed to pass the CAHSEE.

3. A score report showing that the student received the equivalent of a passing score (350 or higher) on the CAHSEE while using a modification.

In previous years, LEAs provided information regarding local waivers for eligible SWDs to the California Department of Education (CDE) using a prescribed spreadsheet to report student waiver data, in accordance with of the California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), Section 1207.1, by December 31 of each calendar year. 

Beginning in 2012, LEAs entered local waiver information directly into the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) following the receipt of all CAHSEE administration results. LEA compliance in entering SWDs waiver data has improved by utilizing the CALPADS system. CALPADS reports graduation rate data for SWDs, which improves the evaluation of high school completion rates for this student population. 
Additionally, EC Section 60852.3 provides an exemption from meeting the CAHSEE requirement as a condition of receiving a diploma of graduation for eligible SWDs who have an IEP or Section 504 plan. In 2012–13 CALPADS reported 2,616 exemptions for students with an IEP or Section 504 plan. SWDs who have received an exemption from taking the CAHSEE are not included in this report.

Summary of the Results from the 2012–2013 Local Waiver Data Collection

The CDE collected local waiver data for the 2012–13 school year pursuant to 5 CCR, Section 1207.1. The regulations require the CDE to collect data about SWDs who took the English-language arts (ELA) and/or mathematics portions of the CAHSEE using a modification, scored the equivalent of a passing score (350 or higher) on that portion or those portions of the test, and received approval of a local waiver under the provisions of EC Section 60851(c). The CDE collected the following student-level information through CALPADS:

· Grade 

· Primary disability

· Percent time in general education

· ELA waiver requested, approved, or denied

· Mathematics waiver requested, approved, or denied

· Both ELA and mathematics waiver requested, approved, or denied
· High school graduation completion rate for SWDs who received a local waiver 
Beginning in 2012, LEAs provided information to CALPADS on an operational calendar schedule which allowed LEAs to submit, certify, and correct the CAHSEE student waiver data in CALPADS. In the 2012–13 school year, LEAs granted a local waiver to 4,837 students compared to 4,980 students in 2011–12, 5,923 students in 2010–11, and 9,430 students in 2009–10.
Findings

The number of local waivers and diplomas earned by students in the 2012–13 school year has decreased compared to the number of local waivers and the diplomas granted to students in the 2010–11 school year. During the 2012–13 school year, as in 2010-11, eligible students with an IEP or Section 504 plan could satisfy one of the following three options to meet the CAHSEE requirement: 

1. Receive a passing score on the CAHSEE using no modifications,
2. Obtain an exemption for one or both parts of the CAHSEE, or
3. Participate in the CAHSEE using a modification documented in their IEP or Section 504 plan, receive the equivalent of a passing score (350 or higher) on one or both parts of the CAHSEE, and receive a local waiver or a streamlined waiver.
Table 1 displays the number of SWDs who received a local waiver for the ELA portion of the CAHSEE, the mathematics portion of the CAHSEE, or both the ELA and mathematics portions as well as numbers and percentages of SWDs who received a waiver and earned a diploma. For comparison purposes, this table includes local waiver results from the 2009–10, 2010–11, 2011–12, and 2012–13 school years. 
ELA Waivers

In the 2012–13 school year, 1,094 students received a local waiver for the ELA portion of the CAHSEE compared to 880 students in 2011–12, 1,888 students in 2010–11 and 3,005 in 2009–10. Of the 1,094 students who received a waiver in 2012–13 school year, 667 students (or 61.0 percent) earned a high school diploma, compared to 600 students (or 68.2 percent) in 2011–12, 1,399 students (or 74.1 percent) in 2010–11, and 2,307 students (or 76.8 percent) in 2009–10. 
Mathematics Waivers

In 2012–13, 1,997 students received a local waiver for the mathematics portion of the CAHSEE compared to 1,732 in 2011–12, 2,943 in 2010–11, and 4,645 in 2009–10. Of the 1,732 students who received a local waiver for the mathematics portion of the CAHSEE in the 2012–13 school year, 1,103 students (or 55.2 percent) earned a high school diploma, compared to 1,041 students (or 60.0 percent) in 2011-12, 1,929 students (or 65.6 percent) in 2010–11, and 3,462 students (or 74.5 percent) in 2009–10.
Waivers for Both ELA and Mathematics
In the 2012–13 school year, 1,746 students received a local waiver for both the ELA and mathematics portions of the CAHSEE compared to 2,368 students in 2011–12, 1,092 students in the 2010–11, and 1,780 in the 2009–10 school year. Of the 1,746 students who received a local waiver for both portions of the CAHSEE in the 2012–13 school year, 1,010 (or 57.8 percent) earned a diploma, compared to 1,111 (or 47.2 percent) in 2011–12, 858 (or 78.6 percent) in 2010–11, and 1,501 (or 84.3 percent) in 2009–10. 

While the number of SWDs receiving ELA waivers and mathematics waivers has decreased dramatically from 2009–10 to 2012–13 (from 3,005 to 1,094; and from 4,645 to 1,997, respectively), the number of students receiving local waivers for both ELA and mathematics has decreased slightly (from 1,780 in 2009–10 to 1,746 in 2012–13). 
Table 1
Number of Students with Disabilities Who Received a Local Waiver of the CAHSEE Requirement and the Number and Percentage of Students Who Received a Local Waiver and Earned a Diploma
	School Year
	Waivers
	ELA
	Mathematics
	ELA and Mathematics

	2012–131
	Number of Students Receiving Waiver
	1,094
	1,997
	1,746

	2012–131
	Number of Students Receiving Waiver and Earned Diploma
	667
	1,103
	1,010

	2012–131
	Percentage of Students Receiving Waiver Who Earned Diploma
	61.0%
	55.2%
	57.8%

	2011–12
	Number of Students Receiving Waiver
	880
	1,732
	2,368

	2011–12
	Number of Students Receiving Waiver and Earned Diploma
	600
	1,041
	1,111

	2011–12
	Percentage of Students Receiving Waiver Who Earned Diploma
	68.2%
	60.0%
	47.2%

	2010–11
	Number of Students Receiving  Waiver
	1,888
	2,943
	1,092

	 2010–11
	Number of Students Receiving Waiver and Earned Diploma
	1,399
	1,929
	858

	2010–11
	Percentage of Students Receiving Waiver Who Earned Diploma
	74.1%
	65.6%
	78.6%

	2009–10
	Number of Students Receiving Waiver
	3,005
	4,645
	1,780

	2009–10
	Number of Students Receiving Waiver and Earned Diploma
	2,307
	3,462
	1,501

	2009–10

	Percentage of Students Receiving Waiver Who Earned Diploma
	76.8%
	74.5%
	84.3%


1
Students may have received a waiver in 2012–13 as a grade twelve student, or in a previous school year as a grade ten or grade eleven student. 
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