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	SUBJECT:
	Update on the California Alternate Assessments


In September 2016, the California Department of Education (CDE) will bring the proposed threshold scores for the California Alternate Assessments (CAAs) for English language arts (ELA) and mathematics to the State Board of Education (SBE) for action. Threshold scores determine the “entry” and/or “exit” points between the respective achievement levels that describe three levels of performance on the CAAs. This is the final SBE action necessary prior to reporting the 2015–16 CAA for ELA and mathematics results.

Table 1 provides a timeline of the key activities related to the reporting of the CAA for ELA and mathematics results. As seen in the table below, the SBE adopted the general (policy) performance level descriptors (PLDs) for the CAAs in January 2016. General PLDs are short descriptors that convey the degree of student achievement in a given achievement level (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr16/documents/jan16item07.doc).
In May 2016, the SBE adopted the PLDs for the CAAs. These are descriptors of what students at each achievement level know and can do by grade level and content area (i.e., limited understanding [Level 1 – Alternate], foundational understanding [Level 2 – Alternate], or an understanding [Level 3 – Alternate]), (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr16/documents/may16item07.doc). 
In August 2016, Educational Testing Service (ETS) will convene a meeting of approximately 80 California educators to conduct a CAA Bookmark Method Standard Setting Workshop for the CAA. The Bookmark Method is one of the most widely used standard setting approaches. The Bookmark Method is an item mapping procedure in which participants express their judgments by placing markers (or bookmarks) in a specially designed booklet consisting of a set of CAA items ordered by difficulty (i.e., items ordered from easiest to hardest based on operational data from the spring 2016 test administration). Workshop facilitators will train educators on the use of the SBE-adopted PLDs as a tool to guide their placement of the bookmarks (i.e., threshold scores).

In late August 2016, ETS will share the panel-recommended threshold scores with the CDE. The CDE will analyze the panel-recommended threshold scores resulting from the workshop prior to the September SBE meeting. Once threshold scores are adopted, ETS will begin the generation of 2015–16 CAA Student Score Reports (SSRs) for distribution to local educational agencies (LEAs) in late October.
Table 1. California Alternate Assessments for English Language Arts and Mathematics Key Reporting Activities
	Activities
	Date

	SBE approved the general PLDs for the CAAs


	January 2016



	SBE approved the content and grade-specific PLDs for the CAAs

	May 2016

	SBE approved the 2015–16 CAA SSR

	May 2016

	ETS conducts the CAA Bookmark Method Standard Setting Workshop with educators

	August 2016

	SBE considers for approval the alternate academic achievement standards (threshold scores) 

	September 2016

	ETS mails CAA SSRs to LEAs for distribution to parents (contingent on approval of threshold scores in September)

	October/November 2016
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