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Summary of Key Issues

This Information Memorandum provides a summary of the main events and developments related to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System, including the Smarter Balanced Summative and Interim Assessments, the California Science Test (CAST), the California Alternate Assessments (CAAs), and the California Spanish Assessment (CSA).
Current Highlights

· In November, California educators participated in an item writing workshop to develop CAST items and also receive professional development on the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS). 

· In December, California educators will participate in an item writing workshop to develop CAA items for English language arts/literacy, mathematics, and science. 

· The 2016–17 CAASPP Institutes are starting in January. Six locations are being offered this year to local educational agency (LEA) teams. These trainings will provide strategies for using the CAASPP System to improve teaching and learning.
Announcing the 2016–17 CAASPP Institutes

The California Department of Education (CDE), in partnership with the Sacramento County Office of Education, is again conducting regional CAASPP Institutes for LEA teams in order to provide strategies for using the CAASPP System to improve teaching and learning. The two-day trainings will include a combination of large-group and topic-driven breakout sessions, as well as provide opportunities for collaboration and guided planning. LEA teams are encouraged to register for and attend one of the Institutes to take advantage of this opportunity.

	Dates
	Week Days
	Location

	January 26–27, 2017
	Thursday & Friday
	Sacramento (Sacramento County)

	February 2–3, 2017
	Thursday & Friday
	Santa Rosa (Sonoma County)

	February 2-3, 2017
	Thursday & Friday
	Oceanside (San Diego County)

	February 7–8, 2017
	Tuesday & Wednesday
	Pasadena (Los Angeles County)

	February 9–10, 2017
	Thursday & Friday
	Riverside (Riverside County)

	February 14–15, 2017
	Tuesday & Wednesday
	Fresno (Fresno County)


New Interim Assessment and Digital Library Training Materials 
The CDE has made available to LEAs the presentation slides from the fall 2016 Smarter Balanced Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinic as well as a corresponding studio recording. Both resources are available on the public CAASPP Portal Web site at http://www.caaspp.org/training/dl-and-ia/index.html. The clinic, which was also offered as an in-person training, covers important topics for LEAs such as:

· The importance of the formative assessment process for effective teaching and learning.

· Various professional and instructional learning resources available in the Digital Library.

· Considerations in using interim assessments and corresponding results.

· Resources to promote the use of the Digital Library and interim assessments within LEAs.

Also available to LEAs are the presentation slides and materials from the fall 2016 Interim Assessment Hand Scoring Workshops. Because the hand scoring workshop materials contain secure information, they are available only to LEAs through a secure Web site.
New Additions to Digital Library Resource Collections Web Page

The CDE Digital Library Resource Collections Web page (http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/collectionresources.asp) contains collections of Digital Library resources that pertain to specific topics. Resource lists have recently been added to the following two resource collections: 

· The Instructional Learning Series is designed to connect educators with resources in the Digital Library that relate directly to content assessed by specific Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs). Currently, Instructional Learning Series resource lists are available for eight IABs: 
English Language Arts/Literacy (ELA)
· Grade 4—Read Literary Texts 
· Grade 6—Read Informational Texts 
· Grade 8—Read Informational Texts 
· High School—Research
Mathematics
· Grade 4—Numbers and Operations Base Ten 
· Grade 6—Ratios and Proportional Relationships
· Grade 8—Expressions and Equations I
· High School—Algebra and Functions
· The Smarter Balanced Digital Library Connections (Connections) resource lists provide links to Digital Library resources based on student performance on IABs. The resources on each list are sorted into one of three performance levels: Above Standard, At/Near Standard, and Below Standard. Educators can use these lists to find instructional supports that are aligned with a student’s performance level. Currently, Connections resource lists are available for four IABs: 
ELA
· Grade 7—Read Literary Texts 

· Grade 8—Research
Mathematics
· Grade 5—Fractions 

· Grade 7—Ratio and Proportional Relationships
Recent and Upcoming Digital Library Enhancements 
Smarter Balanced continues to enhance the functionality of the Digital Library based on feedback from educators in member states. Below is a list of recent and upcoming enhancements to the Digital Library. 
· Improved Search Speed. This recent enhancement has decreased the average search and retrieval time by about 40 percent. 
· Playlists. The recent introduction of playlists in the Digital Library allows users to search for collections of Digital Library resources, bundled by topic. This new feature improves the ease with which Digital Library users can locate related resources by choosing the “Playlists” filter in the resource drop-down menu.
· Self-registration Interface. This feature, which is expected to be available in late December 2016, will allow educators in Smarter Balanced member states to create a Digital Library account or reset their password for their existing account. The e-mail domain name of the requestor will be validated against a list of California LEA e-mail domain names. This validation approach will accommodate the vast majority of California educators. Requestors without a valid e-mail domain name will be referred to their LEA CAASPP coordinators for assistance. LEA CAASPP coordinators will continue to have the authority to establish Digital Library accounts for educators within their LEA, as well as remove accounts for educators no longer employed at their LEA.
Preparation for the 2016–17 CAASPP Administration
In preparation for the 2016–17 CAASPP administration, the CDE is working with Educational Testing Service (ETS) to offer new resources and training opportunities to LEAs. Most recently, these include the following:

1. CAASPP 2016–17 Pretest Workshop

The CAASPP 2016–17 Pretest Workshop will be held throughout January and February, 2017, in 17 different locations across the state. LEA CAASPP Coordinators will receive guidance and resources for administering the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments and the CAAs as well as the new CAST and CAA for Science pilot tests. In addition to an in-person workshop, LEAs will have the opportunity to attend a Webcast version on December 14, 2016.
2. Updated Manuals

The following manuals have been updated for 2016–17 and are now posted to the caaspp.org Web site:
· Test Operations Management System Pre-Administration Guide for CAASPP Testing at http://www.caaspp.org/rsc/pdfs/CAASPP.TOMS-pre-admin-guide.2016-17.pdf. 
· Test Operations Management System (TOMS) Passwords, Access, and Logon Guide (Chapter 2 of the TOMS Guide) 
· Guide to CAASPP Completion Status and Roster Management at http://www.caaspp.org/rsc/pdfs/CAASPP.completion-status-roster-management-guide_2016-17.pdf. 
· Technical Specifications and Configuration Guide for CAASPP Online Testing at http://www.caaspp.org/rsc/pdfs/CAASPP.tech-specs-and-config-guide.2016-17.pdf. 

3. Accessibility Supports—New Videos and Webcasts
New resources to support the implementation of accessibility supports for the CAASPP tests are underway. An updated Matrix One: Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and Accommodations for the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress for 2016–17 is located on the CDE Matrix One: Assessment Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ai/caasppmatrix1.asp. A Student Accessibility Graphic is located on the CDE 2016–17 CA Student Assessment Accessibility Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/elasupports.pdf, which provides the list of resources available to all students, including students with disabilities and English learners. A Webcast on accessibility and accommodation supports was provided in November 2016 and the CAASPP Institute will provide a workshop providing training on the selection of designated supports and matching classroom and assessment accessibility supports in early 2017. In addition, a series of mini-demonstration videos, scheduled for release in December, will demonstrate how the embedded resources work.  
Update on Classroom Activity

Last year, at the request of Smarter Balanced, educators from across the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium conducted a review of the summative assessment performance tasks and determined that the vast majority of the summative assessment performance tasks contained sufficient explanation and context to be administered without requiring the classroom activity. The CDE and Smarter Balanced have taken steps to ensure that all performance tasks include sufficient built-in supports (e.g., English and translated glossaries) and explanation to allow all students to demonstrate what they know and can do. As a result, the classroom activity has been discontinued and will no longer be provided or assigned to LEAs beginning with the 2016–17 administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments.
Technology Update

The CDE continues to assist the K–12 High Speed Network with the implementation of the Broadband Infrastructure Improvement Grant (BIIG) programs, which are designed to assist schools in improving their connection to the Internet to administer computer-based assessments. As of October 2016, 135 sites from the first round of funding have been completed, with data passing through the circuits. There are 6 sites with circuits installed waiting for equipment, and 26 sites with work in progress. Three sites are proceeding with technical solutions procured through the second round of funding. In total, 156 unique sites are moving forward in the second round of BIIG funding.

U.S. Department of Education (ED) Peer Review

On June 10, 2016, the CDE submitted evidence to the ED on the technical aspects of the CAASPP System through the peer review process. The CDE expects to receive feedback on the Smarter Balanced ELA and mathematics peer review submission in mid-December 2016. The CDE is preparing to submit peer review materials for the CAAs in ELA and mathematics in the spring of 2017.

Independent Evaluation of the CAASPP System

The Human Resources Research Organization Independent Evaluation Report will be posted in December 2016 on the CDE Implementation of CAASPP Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppimplementation.asp. The report includes the results of two studies conducted in the last year, including a study examining the use of the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment system in California and a study of the use of designated supports and accommodations by LEAs and schools on the Smarter Balanced Summative and Interim Assessments.

California Spanish Assessment 

The CDE and ETS are in the process of developing the CSA test blueprints and the general performance level descriptors (PLDs). Meetings with California educators are scheduled in December 2016 to receive input. Nationally recognized educators, Dr. Kenji Hakuta and Dr. Guadalupe Valdés, will also be providing input. In spring 2017, the CSA test blueprints and general PLDs are scheduled to go to the State Board of Education for approval.
California Alternate Assessments for English Language Arts and Mathematics

While the Smarter Balanced ELA and mathematics summative assessments will be available in January, the CAAs for ELA and mathematic tests will be available March 20, 2017, through the LEAs’ selected testing window. The CDE is currently updating the training tests for 2016–17 CAAs for ELA and mathematics, which will be available to LEAs and the public in January 2017 under the Resources tab on the CAASPP Portal Web site (http://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html). In January 2017, the CDE will also have CAAs Practice Tests for ELA and mathematics. These CAA practice tests will be grade and content specific. In collaboration with ETS, the CDE continues to develop new test items for the 2016–17 and 2017–18 CAAs for ELA and mathematics. In December 2016, California educators will have an opportunity to participate in the item writer workshop for the 2017–18 CAAs for ELA and mathematics. 
On November 17, 2016, the CDE and ETS presented the 2015–16 California Alternate Assessments Reporting Webcast to provide CAASPP LEA coordinators with information on important dates related to CAA reporting and instructions on how to access the CAAs for ELA and mathematics results. Viewers learned about a number of topics, including the following:
· Overview of the CAA Reporting Timeline for 2015–16 results
· Understanding Available Reporting for the CAAs

· How to Access CAA Aggregate Test Results in the Online Reporting System

· Reading CAA Student Score Reports

· How to Access the PDFs of the Student Score Reports in the Test Operations Management System

· Interpreting CAA Results

This Webcast was available to the public, required no preregistration, and is archived on the CAASPP Portal Web page at http://www.caaspp.org/rsc/videos/archived-webcast_111716.html. 
Update on the Development of the Pilot Test for the California Science Test and the California Alternate Assessment for Science 
The CAST and the CAA for Science pilot tests will be available March 20, 2017, through the LEAs’ selected testing window. All eligible students in grades five and eight and one preselected grade in high school—grade ten, eleven, or twelve—must participate in either the CAST pilot test or the CAA for Science pilot test to meet the requirements of the federal Every Student Succeeds Act and California Education Code Section 60640(b)(2)(B). The CAA for Science is for students with the most significant and cognitive disabilities who are identified through their individualized education program to take an alternate assessment. 

For high schools, the CDE will assign a preselected grade level for the pilot testing. This means that each high school will administer the pilot test to a single grade—ten, eleven, or twelve. The LEAs were notified in November 2016 as to which grade each high school will pilot test. All students enrolled in the assigned grade are to be administered the pilot test, whether the CAST or CAA for Science, depending on the student’s eligibility.  

The CDE and ETS continue to develop new science test items for 2016–17 as well as future test administration cycles. In early November 2016, California educators convened in Sacramento for an item writing workshop. The purpose of this workshop was to write new science items after educators were trained on how to write items. Also in November, California educators met to review and conduct a bias/sensitivity check on the 2017 pilot embedded performance tasks for the CAA for Science. 

CAST and CAA for Science training tests are under development and will be posted under the Resources tab on the CAASPP Portal Web site (http://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html) in late January 2017. The purpose of the training tests is to provide students, parents, educators, and stakeholders an opportunity to view different item types and experience the multidimensional nature of the items. In preparation for the release of these items to the public, ETS and the CDE thoroughly vetted these items with educators who are early implementers of the CA NGSS, design team members, and various stakeholders, to ensure the veracity of the items. 
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities (5 Pages)
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities

The California Department of Education (CDE), in coordination with its assessment contractor, has provided a variety of outreach activities to prepare local educational agencies (LEAs) for the administration of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System. Outreach efforts have included Webcasts, in-person test administration workshops, focus group meetings, and presentations for numerous LEAs throughout the state. The following tables list presentations during October and November 2016. In addition, the CDE continues to release information regarding the CAASPP System, including weekly updates, on its Web site and through listserv e-mail.

	Advisory Panel/Review Committee Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Assessment
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	10/5/16–10/6/16
	Detroit, MI
	Smarter Balanced Technical Advisory

Committee (TAC) 
	50
	The TAC provides guidance on technical assessment matters pertaining to validity and reliability, accuracy, and fairness.

	10/7/16
	Detroit, MI
	Smarter Balanced

Collaboration 

Meeting
	50
	Update on Smarter Balanced. 

	10/26/16
	Sacramento
	Advisory Commission on Special Education Meeting
	35
	CAASPP Update.

	11/17/16
	Sacramento
	Instructional Quality Commission 
	50
	California Science Test (CAST) and California Alternate Assessment (CAA) for Science Update.


	Webcasts

	Date
	Assessment
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	11/17/16
	CAAs
	CAAs Post-Test Reporting Webcast
	444
	Provided information about student scores and reporting for the CAAs for English language arts/literacy and mathematics.


	In-Person Regional Trainings/Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	10/5/16
	Oxnard
	Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinic
	98
	Clinics, intended for LEA CAASPP coordinators, provided information about the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, formative assessment process, and Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments including, but not limited to: 

· Resources available in the Digital Library that help support the formative assessment process, professional learning, and instruction 

· Strategies for promoting the use of the Digital Library and Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments within an LEA

· Information about the Smarter Balanced Interim Comprehensive Assessments (ICAs) and the new and revised Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs) available for the 2016–17 school year.

	10/7/16
	San Diego
	
	91
	

	10/5/16
	Oxnard
	Interim Assessment Hand Scoring Workshop
	70
	Workshops, intended for LEA teams of educator coaches or trainers, provided training on the processes and materials for hand scoring student-constructed responses from the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments. LEAs sent a team of up to three individuals who will act as coaches or trainers for the LEA. Participants had the opportunity to practice, discuss, and receive feedback on hand scoring student responses. These workshops also focused on increasing assessment literacy and encouraging work with colleagues to help enhance methods for evaluating student work.

	10/7/16
	San Diego
	
	59
	

	10/4/16
	Ontario
	2016 South Assessment and Accountability Information Meeting
	609
	One of two meetings provided to school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools with the latest information and updates on a number of important topics related to California's assessment and accountability systems.  

	11/8/16 – 11/10/16
	Sacramento
	CAST and CAA for Science Item Writing Workshop
	13
	Educators received training on item writing for the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS).

	11/14/16 – 11/16/16
	Sacramento
	CAA for Science 2017 Pilot Embedded Performance Task Review
	8
	Educators reviewed and conducted a bias/sensitivity check on the 2017 pilot embedded performance tasks, along with reviewing the prioritization scheme for the Connectors.


	Presentations by CDE Staff

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	10/20/16
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Stakeholders Meeting
	12
	CAASPP Update.

	10/22/16
	Palm Springs
	California Science Education Conference
	110
	Presentation on NGSS science test.

	10/27/16
	Sacramento
	American Indian Education Center Program 
	25
	Presentation on understanding and using the CAASPP Student Score Reports. 

	10/27/16
	Sacramento
	US/China Exchange Counsel—Chinese Delegation 
	25
	Live demonstration on Smarter Balanced Digital Library resources, including Professional Learning Series resources, Instructional Learning Series resources, and Formative Assessment in Action Video Series. 

	11/7/16
	Sacramento
	California Private School Advisory Committee Meeting
	30
	Assessment Update.

	11/16/16
	Sacramento
	Regional Assessment Network
	25
	General update on the CAASPP System.

	11/17/16
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Stakeholders Meeting
	12
	Presentation on the Every Student Succeeds Act state plan.

	11/28/16
	Sacramento
	Local Sacramento Stakeholders 
	50
	Presentation on the Every Student Succeeds Act state plan.

	11/30/16
	Sacramento
	California Educational Research Association (CERA) Conference
	25
	Presentation, “One Year Later: CAASPP Results 2015–2016.” 
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