
	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-002 (REV. 01/2011)
	memo-dsib-adad-oct13item01


	memorandum


	Date:
	September 26, 2013


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
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	Implementing the Smarter Balanced Assessments in 2014–15: Findings from the California Department of Education Technology Preparedness Survey.


Summary of Key Issues

In keeping with our on-going efforts to gauge the current status and technological needs of California local educational agencies (LEAs) to administer the Smarter Balanced summative assessments, the California Department of Education (CDE) developed and conducted, the Technology Preparedness Survey. Launched in June 2013, this survey was designed for completion by LEA information technology (IT) directors.

The Technology Preparedness Survey was available for LEAs to complete between June 21, 2013 and September 5, 2013. A total of 880 respondents, representing 683 school districts and 197 charter schools, completed the Technology Preparedness Survey. The responding LEAs serve approximately 87 percent of students enrolled in California public schools. All of California’s 25 largest school districts, which serve approximately 1.8 million students, responded to this survey. 
Findings
This survey asked school district and charter school IT directors to indicate:
1) their current level of confidence to administer the Smarter Balanced assessments today,
2) their level of need for technology, peripheral equipment, technical support personnel, and facilities to administer the Smarter Balanced assessments today,
3) whether the LEA plans to purchase additional or new technology equipment using funds appropriated by Assembly Bill (AB) 86 to support LEAs in their transition to the Common Core State Standards.
Level of confidence. Respondents were asked to rate their level of confidence (complete confidence, considerable confidence, some level of confidence, and little confidence) of their LEA’s readiness to administer the Smarter Balanced assessments if they were administered today, including the current level of readiness in the areas of number of computers with required operating systems, network bandwidth, technical support personnel, facilities, and additional equipment (e.g., keyboards, headphones, printers, assistive technology products). Table 1 presents the percentage of responses to questions regarding level of confidence.
Overall, respondents indicated more confidence in the adequacy of their LEA’s facilities, network bandwidth, and number of computers with the minimum operating system, and less confidence about the adequacy of their LEA’s technical support personnel and additional equipment, such as headphones and keyboards.

Table 1. Reported Levels of Confidence for Currently Meeting the Minimum Technology Requirements to Administer Smarter Balanced Assessments1
	
	Percentage of Respondents with Complete/ Considerable Confidence2
	Percentage of Respondents with Some Level of Confidence
	Percentage of Respondents with Little Confidence

	Ability to Test all Eligible Students within a 12-Week Testing Window
	67%
	26%
	8%

	Adequate Number of Computers with Minimum Operating System
	58%
	27%
	15%

	Adequate Network Bandwidth
	70%
	20%
	10%

	Adequate Technical Support Personnel
	46%
	34%
	20%

	Adequate Facilities
	61%
	31%
	9%

	Additional Equipment3
	40%
	36%
	24%


1
Row totals may not equal 100 percent due to rounding.
2
Responses from the “complete” and “considerable” confidence scale points were combined into one category, “complete/considerable” confidence.
3
Examples include keyboards, headphones, printers, and assistive technology products.
The CDE further examined responses from LEAs regarding their level of confidence that they currently have the ability to test all eligible students within a 12-week testing window. Table 2 on the following page presents differences in response rates by district size. A smaller percentage of large school districts (defined as serving more than 20,000 students) reported complete/considerable confidence compared to medium and small school districts. Table 3, also on the following page, presents the percentage of students and schools represented by LEAs in each of the three confidence categories–complete/considerable, some, and little. For example, 58% of the students in LEAs that reported “complete/considerable” confidence are economically disadvantaged. Nearly identical percentages were found in LEAs reporting “some” and “little” levels of confidence.
Table 2. Administering the Smarter Balanced Assessments within a 12-Week Window: Response Rates by District Size1
	
	Percentage of Districts
with Complete/ Considerable Confidence2
	Percentage of Districts
with Some Level of Confidence
	Percentage of Districts
with Little Confidence

	Small (1,000 or fewer students; N=268) 
	68%
	24%
	8%

	Medium (1,001 to 20,000 students; N=377)
	70%
	26%
	5%

	Large (20,001 or more students; N=38)
	59%
	30%
	12%


1
Row totals may not equal 100 percent due to rounding.
2
Responses from the “complete” and “considerable” confidence scale points were combined into one category, “complete/considerable” confidence.
Table 3. Administering the Smarter Balanced Assessments within a 12-Week Window: Demographic Summary of Responding Local Educational Agencies by Level of Confidence
	
	Complete/ Considerable Level of Confidence1
	Some

Level of

Confidence
	Little

Level of Confidence

	Number of Students Represented2
	2,619,826
	971,949
	283,892

	Percentage Hispanic or Latino Students2
	51%
	49%
	52%

	Percentage of White Students2
	23%
	26%
	22%

	Percentage of Asian Students2
	9%
	8%
	8%

	Percentage of African American Students2
	6%
	7%
	6%

	Percentage of English Learner Students2
	31%
	29%
	32%

	Percentage of Economically
Disadvantaged Students2
	58%
	57%
	58%

	Percentage of Special Education Students2
	11%
	11%
	11%

	Percentage of Students in Urban Schools3
	48%
	40%
	33%

	Percentage of Students in Suburban Schools3
	37%
	44%
	48%

	Percentage of Students in Rural Schools3
	9%
	12%
	14%

	Percentage of Students in Town Schools3
	6%
	4%
	5%


1
Responses from the “complete” and “considerable” confidence scale points were combined into one category, “complete/considerable” confidence.
2
Estimated from statewide assessment data used to calculate the Academic Performance Index.
3
Estimated from school-level enrollment.
Within each demographic category (e.g., white, English learner, special education) there was little variation between the percentages of students served by LEAs within each response category. Larger differences were found between the percentages, within each response category, of represented urban and suburban schools. For example, 48% of the schools in LEAs that reported “complete/considerable” confidence are urban, while 33% of the schools in LEAs that reported “little” confidence are urban. Conversely, 37% of the schools in LEAs that reported “complete/considerable” confidence are suburban, while 48% of the schools in LEAs that reported “little” confidence are suburban.
Level of need. Respondents were asked to indicate their level of need (high, moderate, or low) for various types of equipment, professional development for staff related to technology, and facilities in order to implement the Smarter Balanced assessments by type of school (i.e., elementary, middle, and high). Results indicated a consistency in level need by type of school. Table 4 on the following page displays the percentage of LEAs responding to each question regarding level of technological need. 

Overall, respondents indicated the greatest need for professional development for staff related to technology. A high need for headphones, laptops, and tablets was also identified. Less need was identified for bandwidth, keyboards, and printers. 

Table 4. Reported Levels of Technological Need to Administer Smarter Balanced Assessments in 2014–151
	
	Percentage of Respondents Reporting
High Need
	Percentage of Respondents Reporting Moderate Need
	Percentage of Respondents Reporting

Low Need

	Desktop
	27%
	38%
	35%

	Laptops
	44%
	34%
	22%

	Tablets
	44%
	28%
	28%

	Keyboards
	18%
	27%
	55%

	Headphones
	50%
	34%
	16%

	Printers
	20%
	40%
	41%

	Assistive Technology
	32%
	40%
	28%

	Internet Bandwidth
	26%
	24%
	50%

	Internal Bandwidth
	29%
	27%
	43%

	Wireless Access
	42%
	26%
	32%

	Professional Development
	53%
	38%
	10%

	Facilities
	27%
	40%
	33%


1
Row totals may not equal 100 percent due to rounding.
Use of AB 86 funds for technology purchases. Approximately 88 percent of respondents reported that they plan to purchase additional or new technology equipment using part of the 1.25 billion dollars allocated in AB 86 to prepare for the implementation of the Smarter Balanced assessments.
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